
 On Sunday, March 11 Fr. Brian Christopher, 
S.J. pronounced his final vows at St. Martin 
de Porres Parish during the 7:00 p.m. Liturgy. 
Fr. Tom Greene, S.J., the Superior of the Jesuit 
Community, received the vows.
 Unlike many religious orders, Jesuits make 
perpetual vows of poverty, chastity, and obedi-
ence after their first two years of training. Fr. 
Christopher took these “first vows” in 1999.  A 
Jesuit must be invited or “called” to final vows, 
which typically does not happen until after or-
dination (in the case of a Jesuit priest) and only 
after long years of training and testing. While 
a Jesuit’s final vows do not add anything to the 
commitment he has already made, they are a 
special occasion whereby the Superior General 
of the Society of Jesus calls a Jesuit to “defini-
tive incorporation” into the Order. In doing so, 
the Superior General makes the judgment in 
accordance with the Constitutions of the Soci-
ety of Jesus that a man is “outstanding in the 
following of Christ proposed to us in the Gos-
pels” as shown by an outstanding level of vir-
tue, sound judgment and prudence in action, 
more-than-average talent for ministry, complete 
availability for mission, sufficient physical and 
psychological health, and an outstanding level 
of learning in sacred studies.
 Over the past twenty years, Fr. Christopher 
has witnessed to all of the requirements for final 
vows in his ministry assignments in St. Louis, 
Chicago, Boston, Belize City, Addis Ababa 
(Ethiopia) and San Antonio (Texas). Fr. Greene 
said, “Fr. Brian’s Jesus-centered life, his care 
and concern for people, especially those on the 

Fr. Brian Christopher, S.J. Pronounces Final Vows

Fr. Tom Greene, S.J., the Superior of the Jesuits of Belize, elevates the Eucharist as Fr. 
Brian Christopher, S.J. kneels to pronounce his final vows as a Jesuit.

By Seminarian Michael A.J. Kemp, Jr. 
 On Saturday, March 10, the Lay Ministers 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Co-Cathedral trav-
elled to Belize City to join the Lay Ministers of 
Holy Redeemer Cathedral for a Day of Prayer 
and Comradery during the Lenten Season facili-
tated by Seminarian Michael A.J. Kemp, Jr.
 The Day began with Mass celebrated by 
Fr. Carlos Donanity and covered three differ-
ent talks based on the theme from Matthew 4:1, 
“Led by the Spirit.” The first talk covered the 
idea of being open to the Holy Spirit leading us 
in our lives and ministry, the second talk looked 
at the “wilderness/desert” what are these places 
in our ministry and how do we recognize them, 
and the final talk covered “Action,” how do we 
do God’s will in active ministry.
 The Day ended with Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. Thanks 
to all of the Lay Ministers who attended, and I 
pray that all of us will support their vocation in 
our parishes as we all build God’s kingdom in 
this world.

Lay Ministers of the Cathedrals Attend Day of Recollection

Lay Ministers from Holy Redeemer Parish and Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish at a Retreat 
Day in Belize City.

margins of society, combined with his intellec-
tual gifts made it an easy decision for Fr. Gen-

eral. We are delighted to see him take this final 
step!”
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MAY DEADLINE

FRIDAY, APRIL 27

 The Lord be with you! It is right to give God 
thanks and praise!

 The above lines are two of my favorite lines 
on my spiritual journey. The one reminds me of 
God’s omnipresence to me, to us, and the other 
points to my need, our need to acknowledge 
God’s kindness and generosity to me, to us.
 To take a line from the book, “Pope Francis 
and our Call to Joy,” it says, “Often it seems 
that God does not exist: all around us we see 
persistent injustice, evil, indifference and 
cruelty”(p.73). How can I ever forget the cru-
elty baby Alyssa suffered and the pain and suf-
fering that 4 year old boy endured from gunshot 
wounds to the head? With all the religion and 
spirituality lessons we hear daily, I still wonder 
whose voice and whose instructions we are fol-
lowing in this life. It surely would not be God’s 
voice and God’s instructions, because the God 
I know and follow and live for is a God of life 
and not a God of death.
 “But it is also true that in the midst of dark-
ness something new always spring to life and 
sooner or later produces fruit” (p.73). “Howev-
er dark things are, goodness always re-emerges 
and spreads” (p. 73). In this life, there is no re-
ward given for doing evil, or for a life lived in 
darkness. To rescue us, the human race from 
eternal death, Jesus chose the ultimate sacrifice 

2018 Easter Message

and died on the cross. It was from the midst 
of the darkness of his passion and death that 
something new sprang to life - his resurrection; 
his victory over death. It was this victory over 
death that gave the human race new life and the 
great hope of a like resurrection. Let me repeat 

it: “However dark things are, goodness always 
re-emerges and spreads.”
 How true it is! It is not about the hot cross-
bun we eat. It is not about the Easter clothes we 
wear. It is not about the chocolate Easter bunny 
we eat. It is all about the man, Jesus, who has 
risen from the dead; He, whose resurrection has 
given us the reason to live lives full of hope.
 The line we are all familiar with reminds us 
that there is no Easter joy, no resurrection with-
out the cross. There is no Easter without a Good 
Friday. Jesus’ resurrection is the reason for the 
season!
 You, my friends who have made the journey 
of Lent can rejoice in the newness of life that 
comes to you who freely rid yourselves of the 
darkness and stagnation of a life lived in one’s 
comfort zone. “Such is the power of the resur-
rection!” (p.73).
 As people of Easter; people of the resurrec-
tion, we give witness to life lived in goodness 
by what we say and do. Join hands with me in a 
joint commitment to live daily the spirit of Eas-
ter wherever we Catholic Christians live and 
meet.
 God is not dead! He is risen! He is alive and 
lives in us! Alleluia!
+Most Rev. Lawrence Sydney Nicasio
Bishop of Belize City & Belmopan

Most Rev. Lawrence Sydney Nicasio

By Rev. Fr. Jordan E. Gongora

 Have you ever wondered why Jesus rose 
from the dead with wounds? In the final seg-
ment of the movie the Passion of the Christ, Mel 
Gibson shows that after the cruel crucifixion 
and death of Jesus, He rose from the dead with 
the wounds from the nails on this hand. Why 
did the wounds remain?
 Let us remember that Jesus rose from the 
dead with a glorified body. We need to under-
stand that Jesus was not bound to the barriers 
of time and space; it does not apply to him. He 
continually demonstrates his physical real-
ity. The Apostles and the disciples see him, hear 
him, and eat with him. For instance, Thomas is 
told to touch his wounds. The stone rolled away 
from the entrance, and the carefully folded buri-
al cloths direct our gaze to the physical reality 
of this event. He has truly risen.
 The disbelief and uncertainty evidenced 
by those who saw him testify to an apparent 
strangeness in the appearance of the newly risen 
Christ. Scripture tells us that they slowly came 

Why Did Jesus Rise 
With Wounds?

to recognize him, but they still struggled with 
doubt. However, for the first disciples of Jesus, 
resurrection was totally new. For instance, the 
son of the widow of Nain, Jairus’ daughter, and 
Lazarus were all brought back to life by Jesus, 
but not one of them continued their lives with a 
glorified body.
 Although the risen Jesus is the same Jesus 
that died on Calvary, his physical reality is now 
different than before. The body of the risen Lord 
is indeed his physical body, but he now moves 
about with a glorified body. Each of us will have 
a glorified body also at the resurrection of the 
dead if we persevere and are faithful.
 The Gospels continuously highlight that 
something extraordinary has occurred at the 
resurrection. The Lord is tangible, but he has 
been transformed. His life is different from 
what it once was. His glorified body transcends 
the limitations of time and space. For this rea-
son he can pass through the closed door of the 
Upper Room, and appear and disappear as he 
desires. At times his disciples cannot recognize 
him precisely because their physical reality 
moves within time and space, and the Lord’s 
physical reality is no longer subject to time and 
space, although he exists within time and space. 
We may not fully understand this, but what 
we can comprehend is that the resurrection of 
Christ, as a mystery, points to a reality that the 
empty tomb and the neatly folded burial cloths 
point to us that Jesus is physically alive. His 
crucified body has been transformed. But what 
lesson is he teaching us by keeping his wounds 
intact?
 Let us try to look at it this way, let us turn 
to our wounds. What are our wounds? First, 
we all experience the large wound caused by 
original sin. Although we are baptized and 
original sin has been cleansed from our soul, 
our human nature has been wounded. Our sin-

ful condition manifests itself in different ways 
and we struggle with those manifestations of 
fallen human nature. Furthermore, there are the 
other wounds, the wounds that are smaller. We 
have wounds that are caused by sickness and 
the wounds that are caused by health problems, 
challenges and the disappointments of life. All 
of us are wounded. Even Jesus is wounded. By 
retaining the wounds of his passion, the glori-
fied Jesus is showing us that we can find hope 
and strength by taking our wounds and uniting 
them to his wounds.
 Remember that after the death of Jesus, the 
eleven apostles were discouraged and filled with 
fear. They had lost all hope. They did not under-
stand that Jesus had to first die on the cross in 
order to rise on Easter Sunday. They did not un-
derstand that the risen Jesus would bear his five 
wounds as an eternal reminder that when our 
wounds are united to his wounds we will find 
true peace and hope.
 “Peace be with you,” these are the first 
words of the risen Jesus. He dispels the darkness 
of discouragement, despair and fear by showing 
to the apostles his glorified and wounded body.
Thomas places his finger in the wounds of Jesus 
and he believes. Because he is able to encounter 
the Jesus that shed his blood on the cross, he 
falls to the ground and pronounces a profound 
act of faith: “My Lord and my God.” Thomas 
is able to encounter Jesus in all of his humanity 
and all of his divinity. He comes to grasp the 
reality that the risen Jesus is the same Jesus that 
died on Calvary.
 By coming to Jesus every day at Mass, for 
visits at Eucharistic adoration; by encountering 
the infinite mercy of God in the awesome gift 
of the Sacrament of forgiveness, we can dispel 
the despair, the discouragement and the fear 
that may fill our lives as we encounter and are 
touched by the wounded and risen Christ Sav-
ior. Blessed Easter to you!
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SORRY!

Our normal color issue is still unavailable this month because of technical 

problems at the press. We look forward to resuming color production soon.

 The Diocesan Pastoral Life Commission 
announces that it will hold its annual Planning 
Meeting on Saturday, April 28. The meeting 
will be held in the Conference Room at the 
Diocesan Center commencing at 9:00 a.m.
 During that meeting the Resource Teams 
will be brainstorming so everyone’s ideas will 
be considered. Each Resource Team will be 
asked to focus on a goal and a doable activ-
ity that can be achieved during the upcoming 
year. We ask for your prayers so that the Holy 
Spirit will be with us as we discuss and plan.

News From the Diocesan Pastoral
Life Commission

Mission Statement of the Diocesan Pastoral 
Life Commission

“We are baptized servants of the Roman Cath-
olic Diocese in Belize in communion and in 
love with Jesus Christ. Inspired by Him, we 
are committed to His call to witness His Good 
News in our diocese through resources and 
programs for conversion, ongoing integral 
formation, and the enhancement of pastoral, 
liturgical and catechetical life.”

 The National Youth Committee, under the 
leadership of Sr. Alicia Buddan, SAC, will be 
hosting a Youth Mass on Saturday, April 14 at 
St. Ignatius Church in Belize City at 4:00 p.m. 
There will also be a Variety Show after Mass 
that will feature Liturgical Dances, Poems, Dra-
ma, Songs and Playing of musical instruments. 
All youth are welcome to attend. Kindly wear a 
clothing with Jesus’ face on it.

Youth Mass To Be Held 
in Belize City

 A Youth Rally will be held on Saturday, 
May 5 at St. John’s College Gymnasium in Be-
lize City. This year’s Guest Speaker will be Fr. 
Celsus Auguiste and his team. Two youth from 
U.S.A. will be coming to Belize before the 
Rally to offer Youth Training for youth. This 
training will be held from Thursday, May 3 to 
Friday, May 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Cam-
pus Ministers, Peer Ministers, Student Coun-
cil Members or any other Youth Group from 
schools or parishes who think they can benefit 
from the Youth Training are encouraged to at-
tend.

Youth Rally Slated for 
May in Belize City

 The Holy Spirit creates in us a new con-
dition of being children of God and this is the 
greatest gift we receive from Jesus’ Paschal 
Mystery. God treats us as children, understands 
us, forgives us, embraces us and loves us even 
when we make mistakes. Are we recognizing 
this Paschal Mystery that gives us opportunities 
each new day?
 As Pope Francis said, “We have to be the 
first to have a strong hold on this hope and we 
have to be its visible, clear, and bright sign for 
all. The Risen Lord is the hope that never fails, 
that does not disappoint. Hope does not disap-
point, the hope of the Lord! How many times 
in our lives do hopes fade? How many times 
are the expectations that we hold in our hearts 
unrealized? Our hope as Christians is strong, 
sure, strong in this land where God has called 
us to walk, and is open to eternity because it is 
founded in God who ... is always faithful to us. 
… Being a Christian cannot be reduced to fol-
lowing commands but means being in Christ, 
thinking like him, acting like him, loving like 
him. It means letting him take possession of 

Easter Message from Hand in Hand 
Ministries

our lives and change them, transform them, free 
them from the darkness of evil and sin.”
 As we continue to strive to make changes 
in our lives and be more like Christ, may we be 
mindful of the beauty around us and those we 
cross paths with, and may we exercise the true 
meaning of receiving and giving new hope to all 
we meet. At Hand in Hand this is our mission! 
As we strive to transform lives, with the inten-
tion of making Christ present, we are mindful 
that the challenges are great, but not as great as 
those of our brothers and sisters in need.
 May God bless you as we journey together 
with Christ and one another into the deeper life 
of God and May you all have a Blessed and Safe 
Easter!

Abel Vargas
Director of Operations 
Hand in Hand Ministries

Interested in finding out more about Hand in 
Hand Ministries? Email us at:

maggie@myhandinhand.org

Divine Mercy Men’s 
Group Lenten 

Pilgrimage
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church states 
that, “pilgrimages evoke our earthly journey toward 
heaven and are traditionally very special occasions 
for renewal in prayer” (CCC, 2691). The Divine 
Mercy Church Men’s Group began preparing for 
their three day pilgrimage to Victoria Peak, one of 
the highest mountains in Belize, about five months 
ago. In connection with Lent, the journey was an 
act of penance to make reparation for past sins of 
parishioners, families and friends. Parishioners had 
the opportunity to place a nail symbolizing their sins 
in a twenty pound cross which the men would carry 
along their journey and plant at the peak. The cross 
was a reminder of Jesus Christ who died for us and 
takes away our sins. It was also a reminder that we 
each need to carry our own cross in life.
 As the days grew closer, the anticipation of the 
group began to build. The hike to Victoria Peak is 
attempted by many for the adventure, but for these 
men, there was a greater purpose. The men started 
training physically, mentally, individually, and as a 
team, several months before this much anticipated 
spiritual journey. But God had other plans. A couple 
days before their scheduled journey, the group were 
advised that Victoria Peak would be closed due to 
the rainy weather. Intent on executing the purpose 
of the planned pilgrimage, the group decided that 
they would travel to Outlier Peak which was located 
a few kilometres east of Victoria Peak. The change 
was a relief for some, but the men would soon real-
ize that Outlier Peak was not to be underestimated 
as it came with its own set of challenges.
 The group of eight men accompanied by Fr. 
Scott Guiliani, SOLT, travelled from Belize City to 
the Audubon Society park headquarters on Friday, 
February 23, 2018. Upon arriving, they settled into 

continues on page 7

the dorms and changed into their hiking gear. Fr. 
Scott then gave each member a scapular and prayed 
for a safe journey. Before even setting foot on the 
trail, a man nearby saw the group with their cross 
and commented that they would not make it to the 
peak. He was clearly oblivious to the faith of these 
men. His comment did not deter them, but only 
served to renew their sense of purpose.
 The hike along the 4.5 miles trail to Outlier 
Peak began at approximately 10:30 a.m. The group 
strategized and agreed that each member would al-
ternately carry the twenty pound cross for ten min-
utes each until they arrived at the summit. The men 
initially hiked the trail with ease since the first two 
miles was mainly a flat jungle landscape. Soon after, 
the trail changed into a hilly terrain which required 
greater effort. At a certain point in the journey one of 
the men wanted to quit as he felt he couldn’t make 
it further. Another wanted to leave his backpack 
behind because the weight was wearing him down. 
The tour guide informed him that more sins would 
be forgiven if he carried his weight, and undoubted-
ly, he knew he had to carry on. The brotherhood of 
these men was apparent as they provided encourag-
ing words of support and helped with carrying extra 
weight where possible. Thankfully, although weary, 
all the men were able to continue the journey. The 
men prayed the rosary and sang various songs along 
the way. As some members struggled and lagged 
behind, the group sang the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
which gave them renewed strength and persever-
ance.
 The group eventually arrived at the top of the 
peak at approximately 3:00 p.m. The peak provided 
breath-taking views of the Maya mountains, Victo-
ria Peak and beautiful plant life. Literally within the 
clouds, they basked in the beauty of God’s creation, 
grateful for this great experience that God had gifted 
them. An ideal location was selected on the peak and 
the cross was planted. The group then proceeded to 
celebrate Holy Mass at the summit. They were con-
fronted with heavy winds and rains which eventu-
ally subsided about 4:30 p.m. By this time it was 
cloudy and the men took this as a sign to head back 

to the camp grounds. The journey back brought new 
challenges as a result of the rain which made the 
trail muddy and slippery.  Night approached quickly 
and the men used their flashlights to guide them as 
they carefully maneuvered through the trails. Some 
of them crawled and slid down the hill due to the 
steepness of the decline. One of the men mistakenly 
grabbed a prickle tree and had to endure a hand filled 
with thorns. Despite their pain and fatigue, they did 
not take any breaks but only stopped to fill their wa-
ter bottles. No one complained as their focus was 
solely on reaching the camp grounds as quickly as 
possible. They arrived at the camp at approximately 
8:00 p.m. Remarkably, they completed the journey 
back an hour less than it took to reach the peak.
 Day two of the pilgrimage began with Saturday 
morning Mass at the dorm. After a very enlightening 
homily, the men decided to hike the Tiger Fern trail 
which led to a beautiful secluded double waterfall. 
It was a beautiful day as the men enjoyed a well-
deserved refreshing swim which was followed by 
lunch. As the pilgrimage came to an end on Sunday, 
the men decided to make a quick visit to the Plane 
Wreck trail as they were leaving the dorms. They 
then proceeded to have breakfast at Maya Center. 
Content that their spiritual journey had deepened 
their sense of fellowship and brotherhood, the men 
headed back to Belize City. Their journey into the 
desert together was a time of happiness, pain, perse-
verance and love.
 Below are reflections from some members who 
attended the pilgrimage:
 “It was an adventure with many trials, both 
physical and spiritual, which provided abundant 
moments to trust in our Lord. It offered a wonder-
ful opportunity to see and share our God’s infinite 
beauty in nature. We had deep moments of reflection 
about our relationship with our Lord.”-Marcos
 “The pilgrimage taught me that as men and 

Group photo before hiking Tiger Fern trail to 
visit the double waterfall.
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Our Lady of Guadalupe
Co-Cathedral, Belmopan

Parish Happenings

 THE LENTEN SEASON BEGAN with 
the observance of Ash Wednesday. Both Masses 
at the Co-Cathedral were well attended as pa-
rishioners were determined to journey the Lent-
en Season as prescribed by Mother Church. All 
mission villages and Catholic schools also had 
a service on Ash Wednesday.

 DURING THE LENTEN SEASON, pa-
rishioners gathered every Wednesday of Lent 
for reflection on the Sunday readings. This 
Lenten reflection session was facilitated by one 
of our seminarians Michael Kemp. Parishioners 
who attended the Lenten reflection mentioned 
that the reflection session helped them journey 
through Lent by learning from other’s experi-
ence of Lenten observances.

 AS ANOTHER TRADITIONAL PRAC-
TICE for Lent, parishioners gathered every Fri-
day during Lent to pray the Stations of the Cross 
in the evenings. This service was conducted by 
the Lay Ministers from our parish. Several of 
our Catholic schools also took time to pray the 
Stations of the Cross.

 ON FRIDAY, MARCH 16, the Co-Cathe-
dral Parish had more than 12 hours of Eucha-
ristic adoration. The adoration began shortly 
after Mass at 7:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. Several 
parish groups were assigned throughout the day 
for Eucharistic adoration. The adoration ended 
with benediction at 9:00 p.m. presided by Fr. 
Jordan Gongora.

 THE BELMOPAN LAY MINISTERS 
spent a day of prayer and reflection along with 
the Lay Ministers from Holy Redeemer Parish. 
The Day of Recollection was held at Holy Re-

deemer Parish in Belize City and facilitated by 
seminarian Michael Kemp and assisted by Fr. 
Carlos Donati, Secretary of the Apostolic Nun-
ciatura in El Salvador.

 THE HISPANIC LAY MINISTERS from 
our parish also spent a day or prayer and reflec-
tion at Fr. Callistus Cayetano Retreat Center 
in Valley of Peace. 27 Hispanic Lay Ministers 
gathered to pray and reflect on Lenten themes 
facilitated by Fr. Jordan Gongora. The retreat 

day was held on Saturday, March 17.

 OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE PARISH 
is planning to celebrate Palm Sunday, March 
25, as a parish gathering. All the mission villag-
es and nearby communities will gather at Mae 
Gordon Park for the blessing of palms and then 
process to the Co-Cathedral. Holy Mass will be 
celebrated thereafter.

 WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY to wish 
everyone a blessed and safe Easter celebrations.

Hispanic Lay Ministers 
from Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Parish gather for 
a Day of Recollection in 
Valley of Peace.

Participants of a 3-day 
retreat by the Hispanic 
Catholic Charismatic 
movement held in Coro-
zal Town.
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Reflections on the Sunday Gospels for April/May
By Sr. Jean Martinez, SSF

SUNDAY, APRIL 1
EASTER SUNDAY
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; 
1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; Mark 16:1-7
 “HE [IS] RAISED!” (MARK 16:6): Peter 
explains in Acts 10 that despite the fact that Jesus 
went about doing, he “was put to death” (vv. 38, 39). 
However, after Jesus was raised on the third day, he 
commissioned the disciples to preach (v. 42).
 Psalm 118 is radiant 
with joy as it sings “This is 
the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad” 
(Refrain). It adds that “The 
right hand of God has struck 
with power; … I shall not 
die, but live, and declare the 
works of the Lord” (v. 17).
 “Clear out the old 
yeast” is the Easter cry 
of 1 Corinthians 5:7, and 
celebrate Christ, “our 
paschal lamb,” with the 
“unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth” (v. 8). 
Three women disciples 
of Jesus, Two Marys and 
Salome, go to Jesus’ tomb 
with spices to anoint his 
body in Mark 16. Instead of 
Jesus’ body, the three find 
an angel who tells them that 
“[Jesus] has been raised” (v. 
6). The angel instructs the 
women to give the news to 
the other disciples that they will see him in Galilee, 
“as he told them” (vv. 6, 7).
SUNDAY, APRIL 8
2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 John 
5:1-6; John 20:19-31
 “HE SHOWED … HIS HANDS …” (JOHN 
20:20): Community life after the resurrection in Acts 
4 is something to emulate: “They had everything in 
common” (v. 32). Those with property “… sell [and] 
bring the proceeds to the apostles” (v. 35).
 We join the refrain of Psalm 118 and “Give 
thanks to the Lord for he is good, his loving mercy is 
everlasting.” Indeed, as the psalm continues, “This 
is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it” (v. 24). Alleluia!
 Guidance from First John 5:1-6 is crystal clear. 
“We know that we love the children of God when 
we love God and obey his commandments” (v. 2). 
Verse 4 reminds us that “the victory that conquers 
the world is our faith.”
 To the disciples’ delight, in John 20:20 Jesus 
comes and shows “his hands and his side.” He gives 
them “Peace,” commissions them to ministry and 
breathes the Holy Spirit upon them (vv. 21, 22). In a 
week, Jesus invites Thomas to place his finger into 
his side (v. 27). Thomas responds: “My Lord and my 
God” an acclamation we still pray at Mass.
April 12, 2018: Survival Day for Garifunas 
Everywhere!
SUNDAY, APRIL 15
3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Psalm 4:2, 4, 7-9; 1 John 2:1-
5a; Luke 24:35-48
 “TOUCH ME AND SEE” (LUKE 24:39): 
Peter stages a defense of Jesus in Acts 3, as well 
as an indictment on his audience for handing over 
Jesus to Pilate (v. 13). Peter then acknowledges their 
ignorance, and calls them to repentance” (v. 19).
   A penitent Psalm 4 asks the Lord for pity with 
praise and confidence (v. 2). Verse 7 begs for “God’s 
countenance to shine on us” and for gratitude for the 
“gladness he has put into our hearts.” Finally, verse 
8 celebrates “peace” and “security” in the Lord.
 The second reading, First John 2, offers 
“expiation for sin reminding us that “not for our sins 
only but for those of the whole world” (v. 2). We are 
blessed to “have an Advocate with the Father” (v. 1).
 What an invitation from verse 39 of Luke 24: 
“Touch me and see.” Furthermore, Jesus asks for 
food which “he took … and ate … in front of [the 
disciples]” (vv. 41, 43). Having used familiar affects, 
Jesus not only “opened their minds,” but tells them 
“You are witnesses of these things” (vv. 45, 48). 
How does Jesus open your mind to witness?
SUNDAY, APRIL 22
4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 4:8-12; Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28-29; 1 
John 3:1-2; John 10:11-18
 “I HAVE OTHER SHEEP” (JOHN 10:16): 
Peter humbly concedes in Acts 4 that the healing 
of the crippled man is the work of “the name of 

Jesus” (v. 9). Peter further reveals that the Jesus they 
crucified is raised, and is now “the cornerstone” (v. 
11).
 Verse 1 leads a cascade of thanksgiving in Psalm 
118. It says to “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good for his mercy endures forever.” Verse 22 says 
that the rejected stone, Jesus, is now the cornerstone 
and is “wonderful in our eyes” (v. 23).
 First John 3 is redolent with love. Indeed, it is 
a love bath. The verses beckon us to see God’s love 
(v.1). “We are [his] children now” [and] “we shall 

see him as he is” (v. 2).
 Perhaps no other image 
of God/Jesus is as heart 
warming and comforting 
as the Good Shepherd. As a 
Good Shepherd, Jesus says 
in John 10 “I am the good 
shepherd” (v. 14). At the 
same time, Jesus expresses 
his desire for “other sheep 
that do not belong to this 
fold” to hear his voice so he 
could lead them to become 
one flock (v. 16).
SUNDAY, APRIL 29
5TH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER
Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 
22:26-28, 30-32; 1 John 
3:18-24; John 15:1-8
 “ASK FOR 
WHATEVER …” (JOHN 
15:7): Saul faces resistance 
in Acts 9:26. However, 
Barnabas brings him to the 
apostles and explains Saul’s 

encounter with Jesus (v. 27). When the Hellenists 
try to kill Saul, the brothers whisk him away (vv. 29, 
30).
 While it calls for praise, Psalm 22 makes 
some bold assertions. For example, “all families of 
nations shall bow …before [the Lord]” (v. 27). Next, 

in a wonderful summons and hope, it begs for the 
“justice the [Lord] has shown” to be “proclaimed to 
a people yet to be born” (vv. 30, 31).
 A staunch tenet of the Catholic Church is the 
primacy of one’s conscience. While First John 3:20 
affirms that “God is greater than our hearts,” it 
holds that “if our hearts do not condemn …we have 
confidence in God and receive whatever we ask” (v. 
22).
 Describing himself as “the true vine” in John 
15, Jesus calls the faithful to be branches, so they 
can be fruitful (vv. 1, 5). Jesus’ urge is toward union, 
staying together. I asked a Nigerian sister how they 
survived the civil war. She replied without drama 
that they survived by staying together, sometimes 
eating grass. Verse 7 states that if we remain in 
Jesus, we can “ask for whatever.”
SUNDAY, MAY 6
6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; Psalm 98:1-4; 1 John 
4:7-10; John 15:9-17
 “REMAIN IN MY LOVE” (JOHN 15:9): 
Having raised Cornelius to his feet, Peter observes 
that “God shows no partiality.” “[W]hoever fears 
him … is acceptable to him” (vv. 34, 35). The Holy 
Spirit confirms Peter by falling upon the listeners (v. 
44).
 The Lord continues to reveal himself in Psalm 
98, which invites all to “Sing to the Lord a new song 
… for [his] wondrous deeds” (v. 1). He has “made 
his salvation known; … [and] revealed his justice.” 
We join Psalm 98 in recalling his kindness (v. 2).
 Overflowing with invitations to love, First John 
4 propels us to “love one another, because love is of 
God” (v. 7). Significant in this love is “not that we 
have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as expiation for our sins” (v. 10).
 Again and again, in John 15 as in the last two 
Sundays, Jesus urges us to “remain in his love” and 
“to love one another” as he has loved us (vv. 9, 12). 
He adds, “It was not you who chose me, but I who 
chose you” (v. 16). Gently he says in verse 17, “This 
I command you: love one another.” Lord, give us the 
grace to love one another.

St. Joseph, Belize City
Parish Happenings

 THE FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH was cele-
brated with much solemnity on March 29. After 
the Mass there was a reception which included 

PHOTO LEFT: Fr. Noel 
Leslie conducts First 
Communion prepara-
tion class at St Joseph.

ice cream “a la St. Joseph.” There was also the 
usual fireworks to enliven the celebration.

 ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL held its Annual 
Sports Day on Friday, March 9.

 LAETARE SUNDAY was truly a day of 
rejoicing for sixty-six First Communicants at 
St. Joseph Church.

PHOTO BELOW LEFT: 
Laetare Sunday was 
truly a day of rejoicing 
for sixty-six First Com-
municants at St. Joseph 
Church.

PHOTO BELOW RIGHT: 
St. Joseph School held 
its Annual Sports Day on 
Friday, March 9 at the 
school grounds.
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Sacred Heart Parish, San Ignacio
Parish Happenings

 EVERY YEAR our Catholic Teachers in the Sacred Heart Parish 
Management are given the opportunity to attend a Lenten Retreat. This 
year the teachers attended such a retreat under the theme: Renewing our 
Covenant with God this Lent. There were two groups of teachers: the 
First group attended the retreat at St. Francis Xavier R.C. School in Es-
peranza Village. The Second group attended the retreat at San Antonio 
R.C. School. The facilitators for both retreats were Mr. Lawrence Mangar 
and Mrs. Bernadine Avila. The retreats concluded with celebration of the 
Eucharist by our pastor Fr. Benjamin Galvez, FMM.

 MOST REV. BISHOP LAWRENCE NICASIO spent three days in 
our parish conferring the Sacrament of Confirmation on the boys and girls 
in our Catholic Primary Schools. Thanks to the teachers and parishioners 
who prepared the children for this important day in their spiritual journey. 
Everywhere he went Bishop delivered a message of hope and encourage-
ment of the boys and girls to consider a vocation to the priesthood and 
religious life.

 MOST REV. BISHOP LAWRENCE NICASIO visited St. Ignatius 
High School where he celebrated the Eucharist for the school community. 
Bishop was warmly welcomed by the Chairman of the Board of Gover-
nors, Mr. Luis Oliva. Members of the Faculty, the PTA and the Student 
Council participated in the Mass. The Choir included Mr. Marshal Tun, 
Mr. Anthony Mangar, Mr. Ricardo Flowers as musicians and Mrs. Venice 
Mangar as Choir leader. The Garifuna Council San Ignacio Branch also 
participated by singing Garifuna hymns. At the conclusion of the Mass the 
Chairman presented the Bishop with a few tokens of appreciation for his 
visit. Concelebrants for the Mass included Frs. Benjamin Galvez, Pedro 
Lima, Julio Rodriguez, and Shawn Roberson (visiting from Franciscan 
University in Ohio).

 THE ST. IGNATIUS HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY participated 
in a procession praying the Stations of the Cross through the principal 
streets of Santa Elena and San Ignacio. The teachers and students prayed 
at the Fourteen Stations along the route. Thanks to the members of the 
community who graciously accepted to set up the Station in front of their 
homes.

 ONCE AGAIN, Franciscan University Students graced us at St. Ig-
natius High School with their presence as they spent their spring break 
missioning to our students. Six students from the group who came to Mt. 
Carmel Parish spent the week teaching our students different topics of 
faith as well as sharing powerful testimonies of their journey as Catholics. 
At the end of the week they were acknowledged for their work and wit-
ness.

 WE WISH EVERYONE a happy, holy and blessed Easter. JESUS IS 
TRULY RISEN!

Sacred Heart Parish Catholic Teachers on Retreat in San Antonio, 
Cayo District.

Sacred Heart Parish Catholic Principals at Retreat in San Antonio, 
Cayo District.

Franciscan University students missioning at St. Ignatius High 
School recently.

=DIVINE MERCY (... from page 3)

continues on page 11

people of God, we must always keep our focus on God, especially in times of 
adversity. His continuous grace will help us along our journey when our human 
self does not have the strength to go forward. During the pilgrimage, there were 
times when I felt my legs would not support me anymore, but I prayed the en-
tire journey and I am sure my brothers in Christ prayed for me as well. I knew 
that this journey was for a bigger purpose and with God as my guide, I made it 
through. The pain from the hike has subsided, but the experience remains with 
me forever.” -Ramsey
 “The pilgrimage was good and it felt great carrying the cross for our parish 
and for our families. The prayers of our families, parish and Fr. Scott kept us go-
ing. However, as we got closer to the top, the climb got steeper and more labor-
ing. It was undoubtedly the most difficult part, but remembering the cause, we 
prayed and gathered strength, energy and determination to keep moving forward 
and upward. I dedicated one kilometer to my son and the last kilometer to my 
wife and my marriage. And yes, we made it to the top for the glory of God and for 

Hiking up the trail with the cross.

our sins that nailed Jesus 
to the cross. This pilgrim-
age made me appreciate 
more the sacrifice Jesus 
made for us. Thanks to his 
cross, suffering, death and 
resurrection we have for-
giveness of sins and the 
promise of salvation.”-
Edilberto
 “It was a beautiful 
and gruelling experience 
climbing Outlier Peak 
while carrying a cross on 
which many parishioners 
had nailed their sins. We 
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Happy Easter to all of you, Big and Small.
 Easter is here! We are all excited, joyful and rejoicing because Je-

sus lives and has given us New Life. Easter, boys and girls, is a time 
of joy and new life. A time to celebrate our Risen Savior whose death 
and resurrection gave us hope that we too can be raised after death to 
life in Heaven. In 2 Cor. 5:17 St. Paul says that those who are in Christ 
are a new creation that has put aside their old life for a new life fol-
lowing Jesus. When we invite Jesus to come into our heart, we accept 
God’s love, to receive new life. This new life helps us become a new 
creation. Boys and Girls let us accept God’s love to receive a new life. 

This new life helps us become a better more 
loving person.
 It is like a chick coming out of its shell 
and experiencing the joy of being free; we 
too become free as we experience the fruit 
of the resurrec-

tion of Christ.

 That is 

beautiful to be 
here in God’s world rejoicing in a bubble 
of new life. I wish you all a happy and 
blessed Easter. Boys and Girls, may the 
Lord’s resurrection give us great joy, un-

dying hope, and the courage to live our 
faith with renewed zeal.
 Take care of one another as you enjoy 
the sea and rivers in this beautiful Land.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

By Cindy Wooden 
 Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
was elected pope just a few days af-
ter telling the College of Cardinals 
that the Catholic Church faced a clear 
choice between being a Church that 
“goes out” or a Church focused on its 
internal affairs.
 After the cardinal from Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, was elected March 
13, 2013, and chose the name Francis, 
he made “go out,” “periphery” and 
“throwaway culture” standard phrases 
in the papal vocabulary.
 Catholics have a wide variety of 
opinions about how Pope Francis, 81, 
is exercising the papal ministry, and 
many of his comments—both in in-
formal news conferences and in for-
mal documents—have stirred contro-
versy. But, as he wrote in “Evangelii 
Gaudium,” the apostolic exhortation 
laying out the vision for his pon-
tificate: “I prefer a Church which is 
bruised, hurting and dirty because it 
has been out on the streets, rather than 
a Church which is unhealthy from be-
ing confined and from clinging to its 
own security.”
 There are two areas of internal 
Church affairs that he recognized 
needed immediate attention: the re-
form of the Roman Curia and the full 
protection of children and vulnerable 
adults from clerical sexual abuse.
 On the issue of abuse, nine months 
into his pontificate, Pope Francis es-
tablished the Pontifical Commission 
for Child Protection to advise him on 
better ways to prevent clerical sexual 
abuse and to ensure pastoral care for 
the survivors.
 While Pope Francis has emphati-
cally proclaimed “zero tolerance” for 
abusers and recently said covering 
up abuse “is itself an abuse,” as his 
fifth anniversary approached serious 
questions arose about how he han-

For Five Years as Pope, Francis Has 
Extended God’s Mercy 

dled accusations that Chilean Bishop 
Juan Barros, who was a priest at the 
time, covered up allegations of abuse 
against his mentor.
 The course Pope Francis has been 
charting for the Church begins with 
evangelization.
 He told the cardinals just days 
before the conclave that elected him, 
“The Church is called to come out of 
herself and to go to the peripheries, 
not only geographically, but also the 
existential peripheries: the mystery of 
sin, of pain, of injustice, of ignorance 
and indifference to religion, of intel-
lectual currents and of all misery.”
 Mercy is the first thing the Catho-
lic Church is called to bring to those 
peripheries, he says.
 Although in 2013 he told report-
ers he would not be traveling as much 
as his predecessors, Pope Francis has 
continued their practice of literally 
“going out,” making 22 trips outside 
of Italy and visiting 32 nations.
 He also regularly visits the pe-
ripheries of Rome, its poor suburbs 
and its hospitals, rehabilitation cen-
ters, prisons and facilities for migrants 
and refugees.
 His desire to reach out has in-
spired innovations that were notewor-
thy at the beginning of the papacy, 
but now seem to be a natural part of a 
pope’s day. For example, after begin-
ning with Vatican gardeners and gar-
bage collectors, the pope continues to 
invite a small group of Catholics to 
join him most weekday mornings for 
Mass in the chapel of his residence.
 The residence, the Domus Sanc-
tae Marthae, is a guesthouse built by 
St. John Paul II with the intention of 
providing decent housing for cardi-
nals when they would enter a con-
clave to elect a new pope. Pope Fran-
cis decided after the 2013 conclave to 
stay there and not move into the more 

isolated papal apartments in the Apos-
tolic Palace.
 On Holy Thursday each year, he 
has celebrated Mass at a prison, care 
facility or refugee center and washed 
the feet of patients, inmates or immi-
grants, both men and women, Catho-
lics and members of other faiths. He 
also ordered the Vatican Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Sacra-
ments to clarify that the feet of both 
women and men can be washed at the 
Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper.
 During the 2015-2016 Year of 
Mercy, he made a visit one Friday a 
month to people in particular need, in-
cluding those at a school for the blind, 
a neonatal intensive care unit, a com-
munity of recovering alcoholics, a 
children’s group home and a commu-
nity for women rescued from traffick-
ers who forced them into prostitution. 
Once the Year of Mercy ended, the 
pope continued the visits, although 
not always every month.
 In September 2015 as waves of 
migrants and refugees were strug-
gling and dying to reach Europe, Pope 
Francis asked every parish and reli-
gious community in Europe to con-
sider offering hospitality to one fam-
ily. The Vatican offered apartments 
and support to a family from Syria 
and a family from Eritrea. Then, sev-
en months later, Pope Francis visited 
a refugee center on the island of Les-
bos, Greece, and brought 12 refugees 
back to Rome on the plane with him.
 Less than three months into his 
pontificate, he began denouncing the 
“throwaway culture” as one where 
money and power were the ultimate 
values and anything or anyone that 
did not advance money or power were 
disposable: “Human life, the person 
are no longer seen as primary values 
to be respected and protected, espe-

cially if they are poor or disabled, if 
they are not yet useful—like an un-
born child—or are no longer useful—
like an old person,” the pope said at a 
general audience.
 In the first three years of his pa-
pacy, he published three major docu-
ments: “Evangelii Gaudium” (The 
Joy of the Gospel); “Laudato Si’, on 
Care for Our Common Home,” on the 
environment; and “‘Amoris Laetitia’ 
(The Joy of Love), on Love in the 
Family,” his reflections on the discus-
sions of the Synod of Bishops in 2014 
and 2015.
 People skeptical about the scien-
tific proof that human activity is con-
tributing to climate change objected 
to parts of “Laudato Si’,” but the 
criticism was muted compared to re-
actions to Pope Francis’ document on 
the family, especially regarding min-
istry to divorced and civilly remar-
ried Catholics and the possibility that, 
under some conditions, some of those 
Catholics could return to the sacra-
ments. 
 In the document and throughout 
his pontificate, Pope Francis has em-
phasized God’s mercy and the power 
of the sacraments to spur conversion 
and nourish Christians as they try to 
progress in holiness.
 Like all popes, Pope Francis fre-
quently urges Catholics to go to con-
fession, telling them it is not a “torture 
chamber.” And he repeatedly gives 
priests blunt advice about being wel-
coming and merciful to those who ap-
proach the confessional.
 Like St. John Paul did each Lent, 
Pope Francis hears confessions in St. 
Peter’s Basilica. But, he surprised 
even his closest aides beginning in 
2014 when, instead of going to the 
confessional to welcome the first pen-
itent, he turned and went to confes-
sion himself.—CNS

By Cindy Wooden
 Blessed Paul VI could be declared 
a saint in 2018, perhaps during the 
Synod of Bishops, an institution he re-
established after the Second Vatican 
Council, according to the newspaper 
of his home diocese.
 La Voce del Popolo, the newspa-
per of the Diocese of Brescia, Italy, 
reported December 21 that the medi-
cal commission and theological com-
mission of the Vatican Congregation 
for Saints’ Causes both gave positive 
opinions about a healing that could be 
the miracle needed for the pope’s can-
onization.
 The cardinals and bishops who 
are members of the congregation still 
need to vote for recognition of the 
miracle, and Pope Francis also must 
recognize it before holding a consis-
tory to formally approve the canon-
ization.
 But the headline in the diocesan 
newspaper proclaimed, “It will be the 
year of St. Paul VI.”
 “The rumors are so insistent and 
the steps so quick that everything in-
dicates 2018 will be the year of the 
canonization of Blessed Paul VI,” the 
newspaper reported. 
 The theological commission met 
December 13 and voted to recognize 
the intercession of Blessed Paul in 
healing an unborn baby and helping 
her reach full term, the newspaper 
said. The baby’s mother, who was told 
she had a very high risk of miscarry-
ing the baby, had prayed for Blessed 

Paul VI Could Be Canonized in 

2018, Diocesan Newspaper Says
Paul’s intercession a few days after 
his beatification by Pope Francis in 
2014.
 The Italian baby girl was born 
healthy and still is healthy today, La 
Voce del Popolo said.
 The canonization in 2018 “is 
more than a hope,” the newspaper 
said. “The month of October could be 
the right one,” given that the Synod of 
Bishops will be meeting at the Vatican 
October 3-28 to discuss young people 
and helping them discern their voca-
tions.
 “What better occasion could there 
be to canonize, before such a signifi-
cant portion of the College of Bish-
ops, the other pope of the Second 
Vatican Council?” the paper asked. St. 
John XXIII, who opened the council 
and presided over its first session, was 
canonized in 2014.
 Blessed Paul succeeded him as 
pope in 1963, presided over the last 
three sessions of the council and be-
gan the process of implementing its 
decisions. He died in 1978 at the age 
of 80. –CNS

Pope Paul VI

By Seminarian Michael A.J. Kemp, Jr. 
 I begin this explication concern-
ing the mystery of the resurrection 
with a paraphrased statement that 
comes up very often in conversations 
and also in my prayer life - the great 
mystery of life is not that we are living 
now, but what we will come to live. 
This idea of life after death has been 
explored for centuries in various ways 
by non-believers for example, cultural 
groups who believe in some form of 
life after death in terms of ancestral/
spiritual communication. We see a 
curiosity and desire in such groups 
for something more than earthly ex-
istence. In our Christian tradition this 
curiosity is understood in its proper 
context, uplifted and takes on the full-
ness of our human comprehension in 
one of the two as I term ‘hinge’ mys-
teries of our Christian Faith, namely, 
the resurrection.
 Without this singular event our 
faith and fate would have been very 
different than what we have today. 
In this paper I will explore the mys-
tery of the resurrection using several 
scripture references and some writ-
ings from the tradition of the Church 
which offers us assistance in under-
standing this complex topic and its re-
lation to the fulfillment of the Paschal 
Mystery. I will also explore some of 
the implications which the resurrec-
tion has for the Christian way.
 Salvation history in no way in-

The Mystery of the 
Resurrection

cludes anything accidental if we 
rightly understand the concept of Di-
vine Providence. There is no mistak-
ing that we in no way are elated about 
the disobedience of our fore parents, 
but as the deacon or other minister 
proclaims at the Holy Saturday Vigil 
Easter Vigil, Adam’s sin towards God 
becomes a “happy fault.” How can we 
say something like this? What is be-
ing referred to as being happy is not 
the sin, but the fitting way in which 
God chose to redeem us from this sin. 
This fault which created a chasm be-
tween who we are now versus who 
we were supposed to be is defeated 
in the birth, life, passion, death, res-
urrection and ascension of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. This is what we refer to 
as the Paschal Mystery. Each part has 
its own set of questions that may ac-
company it, but what I assert is that 
all would have been naught if Jesus 
was not raised, did not experience the 
resurrection on the third day, thus be-
ing the fulfillment of all prophecy and 
scripture, gaining for us the happiness 
to the fault of our sin of disobedience.
 Pope Benedict XVI’s Ubi et Orbi 
Message of Easter 2009 touches on 
the same themes that I have been 
drawn to concerning this great mys-
tery.

“Indeed, one of the questions 
that most preoccupies men and 
women is this: what is there af-

continues on page 11
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=DIVINE MERCY
 (... from page 7)

Group photo at the top of Outlier Peak after 
planting the cross.

were all in different state of physical preparation; 
nonetheless, we each had an opportunity to carry the 
cross along the trail. The cross was made of light 
wood, but as the climb got steeper, we began to feel 
the burden of the cross and many of us were brought 
to our physical breaking point. It was a humbling 
experience as we had to depend solely on the grace 
of our Lord and the prayers of our brothers and sis-
ters. We were able to physically sympathize with the 
cross our Lord carried to the Mount of Calvary. Fa-
ther used this opportunity to call us to be men of 
God and of our Church in Belize. He also impressed 
the need to make a stand to the forces being brought 
against our faith and Christ’s Mystical Body on 
earth, the Church.” -Abraham
 The Divine Mercy Parish expresses apprecia-
tion to these brave men who made great sacrifices 
and persevered by the grace of God. As we move 
beyond the Lenten season and continue to grow to-
gether in faith as a community, let us remember to 
keep our focus on Jesus Christ who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on our behalf.

By Hannah Coley
Jesuit Volunteer in Youth Ministry

 The week of Confirmation ceremonies in the 
district of Toledo extended from Sunday, Febru-
ary 17 until Saturday, February 24. Celebrated by 
Most Rev. Bishop Lawrence Nicasio and assisted 
by Fr. Derek Vo, S.J. and Fr. Samuel Wilson, S.J., 
this series of Confirmation ceremonies began in the 
village of Aguacate with the students of Aguacate 
R.C. School and finished in Punta Gorda Town at St. 
Peter Claver Church with the students of St. Peter 
Claver and St. Benedict R.C. Schools. Each candi-
date underwent either a one or two-year Confirma-
tion program, in which their Standard 5 teacher or 
church catechist assisted them in their preparation, 
which included lessons on Confirmation, the sacra-
ment of Reconciliation, and individual/communal 
service projects. All candidates participated in ser-
vice projects as a way to welcome their communi-

Week-long Celebration of 
Confirmation at Punta Gorda

ties and social justice into their faith journeys. Many 
students have even committed to carrying out ser-
vice even after this academic year’s end.
 As a former teacher at San Francisco de Geron-
imo R.C. School in Pueblo Viejo Village, Toledo, 
Bishop Lawrence Nicasio enjoyed sharing many 
stories with the candidates and their families of his 
life as a young Catholic and teacher, as well as about 
his Garifuna culture and the pride that each and ev-
ery student should feel of his or her own culture. 
Bishop experienced beautiful hospitality from fami-
lies after the ceremonies, where caldo, corn tortilla, 
cacao drink, and conversation awaited him in their 
homes. Sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the 
presence of friends and family members and with 
the support of their sponsors, Toledo had around 245 
young people confirmed into our community as full 
members of the Catholic Church from 25 schools 
and churches in the Toledo District.

ter death? To this mystery today’s solemnity 
allows us to respond that death does not have 
the last word, because Life will be victorious 
at the end. This certainty of ours is based not 
on simple human reasoning, but on a historical 
fact of faith: Jesus Christ, crucified and buried, 
is risen with his glorified body. Jesus is risen so 
that we too, believing in him, may have eter-
nal life. This proclamation is at the heart of the 
Gospel message.”1

 The resurrection is not simply an addendum to 
the Old Testament Covenant that God made with the 
Israelites, rather it is its core. Without it and the In-
carnation preceding it the faith we possess today and 
how it has been gifted and revealed to us by God 
would seemingly lack the hinges necessary for it to 
be stable.
 Consequently, I believe that in the most fitting 
way possible God unfolds his salvific plan through 
the divine drama which comes to its climactic mo-
ment not in our Savior’s death on the cross, but His 
triumph over it in the resurrection. Jesus’ own refer-
ences to his eventual victory over death reveal to us 
that this event was no random occurrence. Luke’s 
gospel account of Jesus accompanying the men of 
their walk to Emmaus may be one of the best sum-
maries of the common problem we find between 
God and man. In the story Jesus is with them after 
His resurrection, He is speaking and engaging with 
them and they simply do not recognize Him until 
the end of the encounter in which their eyes become 
opened to the reality of what had taken place.
1 Pope Benedict XVI, Urbi et Orbi Easter Message 
2009

=THE MYSTERY
 (... from page 10)

PHOTO LEFT: Bishop 
Lawrence Nicasio cel-
ebrated Mass at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
High School on March 
6. He also took a mo-
ment to bless the Foot-
ball and Softball Teams 
of the school. 

PHOTO BOTTOM 
LEFT: “Selfie” of Stu-
dents of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Campus 
Ministry who joined 
Bishop Larry Nicasio at 

St. Michael’s Church 
in Las Flores, Bel-
mopan during his 
Confirmation Tour.

PHOTO BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Our Lady 
of Guadalupe High 
School Campus 
Ministers number 
over 20. Their work 
include aspects of 
the Spiritual and Hu-
man Development 
of the Person. From 
Sharing Faith to 
Painting a Shed they 
add a dynamism to 
the High School.
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