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Sunday May 20th     
08:00hrs - Confirmation at Cathedral 

Tuesday May 22nd  
08:15 hrs - Travel to Trinidad to attend meetings 

Sunday May 25th  
15:05 hrs – Return to Guyana 

 Francis Alleyne OSB  

Bishop’s Engagements 

‘Selfie’ culture leads to alienation, 
departure from reality, pope says 

ROME — While taking selfies can 
be an occasion to capture       
treasured memories, it can also 
be a sign that young men           
and women are deprived of         
meaningful human interaction 
with  others, Pope Francis said. 

Responding to questions May 14 
at a meeting with 1,700 priests 
and lay leaders of the Diocese of 
Rome the pope said he realized 
the negative social implications of 
technology a few days earlier 
when he was greeting teens    
participating in a program of the 
international network of "Scholas 
Occurrentes." 

"They were all there waiting for 
me," he said. "When I arrived, 
they made noise, as young people 
do. I went to greet them and only 
a few gave (please turn to page 2)  

By Daniel and Coleen Thomas 

Leaving a wet rainy Georgetown 
behind, on Thursday May 3rd a 
group of four Marriage Encounter 
(ME) couples comprising Team 
Coordinators Robin & Sharon 
Roberts, Daniel & Coleen Thomas, 
Patrick & Desire Robins and Tony 
& Sharon Mansell set off via road 
to join their ME Family in          

Suriname to celebrate their 30th 
Anniversary.  The group was then 
joined by Lincoln & Dawn    
Callender who arrived on Friday 
afternoon. 

The theme for the convention 
was 'DE VERBORGEN SCHAT' or 
'THE HIDDEN TREASURE', and it 
was held at Asewa Otono,      
Paramaribo from May  4th - 6th. 

Upon arrival, we were warmly 
greeted by the National Team 
Members of Suriname: Bianca & 
Remi Mohamatsaid, Glenn & 
Miliza Chin A Feong, and Ronald 
& Cynthia Grunberg who made us 
feel right at home, the love that 
we received was overwhelming. 

Much to our surprise Fr. Ashton 
Pierre, (please turn to page 2)

Marriage Encounter Guyana visit 
Suriname for 30th anniversary 

Pope Francis passes youths holding cell phones as he arrives for a 
meeting of the international network “Scholas Occurentes” at the 
Vatican May 11. In remarks May 14 the pope said few young pope     
extended a hand when he arrived for the “Scholas Occurentes” meet-
ing, but most were trying for a photo. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)  

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
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BY MIKE JAMES 

Over the last 7 weeks the daily and Sunday 
Mass readings have been full of accounts 
of the accounts of apparitions of Jesus to 
his closest disciples beginning with Mary 
Magdalen and the other women at the 
empty tomb, and continuing with the    
activities of the early church community. 

For example, an extract from last week 
Ascension Sunday reading from the begin-
ning of the Acts of the Apostles: 

In my earlier work, Theophilus [Gospel of St 
Luke], I dealt with everything Jesus had 
done and taught from the beginning until 
the day he gave his instructions to 
the apostles he had chosen through the 
Holy Spirit and was taken up to heaven. He 
had shown himself alive to them after his 
Passion by many demonstrations: for forty 
days he had continued to appear to them 
and tell them about the kingdom of 
God. While at table with them, he had told 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for what the Father had promised. 'It 
is', he had said, 'what you have heard me 
speak about: John baptised with water but, 
not many days from now, you are going to 
be baptised with the Holy Spirit.' 

 Now having met together, they asked him, 
'Lord, has the time come for you to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, 'It is not 
for you to know times or dates that the 
Father has decided by his own author-
ity, but you will receive the power of 
the Holy Spirit which will come on you, and 
then you will be my witnesses not only 
in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and 
Samaria, and indeed to earth's remotest 
end.' 

As he said this he was lifted up while they 
looked on, and a cloud took him from their 
sight. They were still staring into the sky as 
he went, when suddenly two men in white 
were standing beside them, and they said, 
'Why are you Galileans standing here look-
ing into the sky? This Jesus who has been 
taken up from you into heaven will come 
back in the same way as you have seen him 
go to heaven.' 

One of the striking aspects of these post 
Resurrection accounts is the admitted   
unpreparedness of the disciples for the 
momentous responsibilities Jesus was 
about to place upon them take his        
message and witness to the ends of the 
earth. They were still asking him whether 
the time had now come when Jesus would   
inaugurate his earthly Kingdom of a     
powerful Israel with the apostles as the 
commanders of the 12 tribes of Israel.  
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EDITORIAL 
Pat Answers and 
the Spirit of Jesus 

Caribbean Team Coordinating Priest 
was also there to greet us. Caribbean 
Team Coordinators Malcolm & Lynn 
Joab arrived later Friday evening, to 
add a real 'Caribbean' flavour to our 
‘Dutch' neighbour's convention. 
On Friday there was a presentation 
on The Hidden Treasure of ME Suri-
name done by Fr. Kross and Remi & 
Bianca, while on Saturday there 
were three presentations: The     
Hidden Treasure of Marriage done 
by Enrico & Vanessa Wijngaarde,  
The Hidden Treasure in My Kids 
done by Marius & Clarice Galon, and 

The Hidden Treasure in Faith done 
by Deacon Guillame & Vivian        
Karsters. All presentations were    
followed by a sharing and dialogue 
question. 

On Saturday evening we had a    
wonderful dinner and Social, and all 
of the convention couples and      
participants got a chance to relax, 
socialise and shake a leg to the    
wonderful Surinamese folk songs. 

On Sunday the feature presentation 
was done by Fr. Ashton Pierre on the 
'Hidden Treasure', this was followed 

by the presentation of gifts and then 
the closing Mass. 

Suriname ME  continues to grow  
despite the challenges presented in 
living in this our modern world, and 
we are happy as a movement and 
neighbour to continue to offer our 
love and support to them.   

Everyone returned home tired but 
safely on Monday May 7th. 

God Bless you MES.... 

God zegene je MES .  

Marriage Encounter Guyana visit Suriname  (From Front Page) 

The idea of a militarily powerful and 
dominant Israel as the will of God is 
particularly understandable in the 
current context of the fanfare of the 
celebration of the US embassy move 
to Jerusalem and Israeli politician 
claims that this confirmation of an 
expanding Israel as the state for the 
Jews promised and covenanted by 
the God of the Hebrew bible. 

It is therefore not surprising that 
even after 3 years of closest contact 
with him, Jesus’ disciples still could 
not easily accept his constant       
message and example that the    
Kingdom of God he came to            
inaugurate is one of love, mercy and 
service and not of political and      
military domination. 

On the other hand, it can be argued 
that the post Resurrection narratives 
clearly indicate that Jesus was leaving 
his disciples huge problems with very 
little clear indication of how to solve 
them. Jesus told them repeatedly 
after the Resurrection that they were 
to take his message and Christian 
baptism and life to the entire world. 
But he left them no previous          
personal example of how to treat 
non-Jewish converts during his own 

earthly life. None of the disciples he 
chose and who followed him were 
Non-Jews. He never faced accusa-
tions, as Paul would 30 years later, of 
bringing pagans into to sacred part of 
the Temple of Jerusalem reserved 
only for Jews. 

It would take a tortuous process of 
discernment, and almost a polemic 
division and split in the early       
Christian community including Paul 
publicly accusing Peter of hypocrisy 
on the issue (cf Gal 2:11-14), and the 
emergency first Council of the Church 
in Jerusalem for a consensus to be 
reached that pagan converts would 
not have to become Jews and obey 
the rituals of Jewish religion, includ-
ing circumcision as a condition for 
becoming Christians. During his     
public ministry, Jesus never            
addressed this critical issue which 
would free Christianity to become 
the world religion it is, rather than 
merely a sect within Judaism. He did 
not leave the disciples with clear 
guidelines on how to resolve difficult 
and vital moral issues. 

What he did do was something much 
more wonderful and a manifestation 

on much greater love and trust of 
humanity. 

Instead of moral and spiritual blue 
prints and pat answers to all our 
problems and challenges Jesus told 
his disciples 'It is not for you to know 
times or dates that the Father has 
decided by his own authority, but 
you will receive the power of the Holy 
Spirit which will come on you, and 
then you will be my witnesses.’ 
Jesus and his Father have given the 
Church, the People of God, the     
Presence and guidance of the Spirit in 
the ordinary and extraordinary     
challenges of how to follow his      
example, how to share him mission in 
building the Kingdom of God in our 
often suffering, confused, frustrated, 
leaderless world. 

Matthew’s Gospel ends with this 
mandate from Jesus: “Go, therefore, 
make disciples of all nations; baptise 
them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teach them to observe all the       
commands I gave you. And look, I am 
with you always; yes, to the end of 
time.' 

This is the message of Pentecost. 

their hand. The majority were with 
their cellphones (saying), 'photo, 
photo, photo. Selfie!' " 

"I saw that this is their reality, that is 
the real world, not human contact. 
And this is serious. They are 
'virtualized' youths," the pope said. 
"The world of virtual communication 
is a good thing, but when it becomes 
alienating, it makes you forget to 
shake hands." 

Archbishop Angelo De Donatis, vicar 
of the Diocese of Rome, had asked 
Pope Francis about his impressions 
of the meeting in March in        
preparation for the upcoming Synod 
of Bishops on "young people, faith 
and vocational discernment" and 
how the church should respond to 
the needs of young men and women. 

The pope said he had "a good       
impression" of the presynod meeting 
and the meeting's final document 
was "beautiful." He also praised the 
commitment of the young delegates 

and their seriousness in addressing 
the challenges facing young people 
today. 

Drug use, he said, is one of the main 
problems facing young men and 
women today. However, youths also 
can be "easy prey" to a different kind 
of drug: cultural alienation. 

Young people today receive propos-
als that are alienating them "from 
values, from insertion into society, 
alienating them from reality: they 
propose a life of fantasy," the pope 
said. 

"It worries me that they communi-
cate and live in a virtual world. They 
live like this, communicate like this 
and do not have their feet on the 
ground," he said. "We must make 
young people 'grounded' in the real 
world; to touch reality without        
destroying the good things the vir-
tual world may have because they 
are useful. This is important: reality,    
concreteness." 

An important way to help young   
people engage with the reality 
around them is to encourage them 
to get involved in charity work and in 
the corporal works of mercy, he said. 
"Do something for others, because 
this helps them be concrete, it 
grounds them, and they enter into a 
social relationship." 

Since many parents today "are from 
a generation whose roots are not 
very strong," the pope said young 
people lost in the virtual world 
should       engage in dialogue with 
their grandparents and the elderly. 

Citing an unnamed poet, Pope Fran-
cis said, "'All that the tree has flow-
ered comes from what it has in the 
ground below.' Go to the roots!" 

"In my opinion, this is one the most 
difficult problems facing youths to-
day: they are uprooted. They must 
find their roots without turning back. 
They must find them to go forward," 
the pope said.  

‘Selfie’ culture leads to alienation, departure 
from reality, pope says (From Front Page) 
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JERUSALEM - As 
the world wit-
nesses “another 
outburst of hatred 
and      violence, 
which is once again 
bleeding all over 
the Holy Land,” the 
head of Jerusalem’s 
Latin Patriarchate 
called for prayers 
for peace. 

“We need to pray 
more for peace and 
our conversion and 
for all,” said 
Archbishop Pierbat-
tista Pizzaballa,    
apostolic adminis-
trator of the patri-
archate, or diocese. 

The Associated 
Press reported that 
the same day the 
United States was 
inaugurating its 
embassy in Jerusa-
lem, Israeli forces 
shot and killed 57 Palestinians and 
injured more than 2,700 during mass 
protests along the Gaza border May 
14. In addition, a baby died from tear 
gas inhalation, the Gaza Health Minis-
try said, bringing the death toll to 58. 

“The lives of so many young people 
have once again been shut down and 
hundreds of families are mourning 
their loved ones, dead or wounded,” 
said the statement from Pizzaballa. 
“As in a kind of vicious circle, we must 
condemn all forms of violence, any 
cynical use of human lives and       
disproportionate violence. Once 

again we are forced by circumstances 
to plead and cry out for justice and 
peace!” 

He announced that May 19, the eve 
of Pentecost, the Church would hold 
a prayer vigil at the Church of St. 
Stephen at L’Ecole Biblique. He asked 
the entire diocese to dedicate a day 
of prayer and fasting for the peace of 
Jerusalem and that the liturgy on 
Pentecost be dedicated to prayer for 
peace. 

“We must truly pray to the Spirit to 
change our hearts to better            
understand his will and to give us the 

strength to continue to work for    
justice and peace,” the archbishop 
said. 

Palestinians claim Jerusalem as their 
capital and now feel that, with its  
embassy there, the U.S. cannot be a 
fair broker in the peace process with 
Israel. 

Many Israelis see opening the        
embassy as the long-awaited official 
recognition of Jerusalem as their  
capital and the fulfillment of a    
promise made by numerous U.S. 
presidents to move the building from 
Tel Aviv.  

Jerusalem archbishop calls for prayers 
for peace as violence increases 

MODERN OPTICAL SERVICE 

316 Middle St., N/C/Burg,  

Tel. 226-1082 
For modern designed frames, glasses,    

plastic  and photochromatic  lens 

 JOHN’S GARDENING SERVICES 
We do Weeding, Mowing, clearing 
leaves, watering plants & landscaping 

 

“We offer the 
best service” 

CONTACT JOHN: 

698-6276 

 

M.K & E ELECTRICAL 
& VARIETY STORE 

DEALERS IN ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL 
MATERIALS 

85 POLLYDORE (DURBAN) ST, LODGE, G/TOWN 

TEL/FAX: 231-8430 
 mke.electrical _variety_store@yahoo.com 

Pope’s Intentions 
 

May Monthly Intention: 
 

The Mission of the Laity 
 

That the lay faithful may fulfil their 
specific mission, by responding with 
creativity to the challenges that 
face the world today. 

 

May 18th-20th 
Catechists' Training (Echoes Plus) 
Four Methodology Modules 

Brickdam Presbytery Boardroom.  

Friday May 18
th

: 17:00 - 20:00 hrs 

Saturday May 19
th

: 13:00 - 16:00 
hrs and 16:30 - 19:30 hrs 

Sunday May 20
th

: 14:00  - 17:00 hrs 

For more information, please call 
the Catechetical Department on  
226-0822 or 226-4893. 
 

Saturday May 19th 
Catholic Charismatic   Renewal 
All Night Pentecost Vigil 

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
extends an invitation to all to spend 
a night in prayer at the All Night 
Pentecost Vigil from 8:00pm on   
Saturday May 19th to 6:00 am on    
Sunday May 20th, at the Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, 
Brickdam. 

 
Please let us know of upcoming events  
by emailing us at:  
catholicstandardgy@gmail.com  
under the heading “Upcoming Events” 
or call 226-2192. 

Upcoming Events 

A wounded Palestinian is evacuated at the Israel-Gaza border during a protest against the U.S. 
embassy move to Jerusalem May 14. (Credit: Ibraheem Abu Mustafa/Reuters via CNS.) 
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Edwards & Co.  
Accountancy and Tax 

Consultancy 
We provide the following services: 

 Tax Compliances 
 Payroll services and NIS Remittance 

and Calculations 
 Issuing and Renewal of Work Permits 
 Bank Proposals 
 Consultations 
 Preparation of Income, Property and 

Corporation Tax Forms 
 VAT Calculations and Filing 

321 East Street, N/C/Burg 

Tel: 226-6592, 643-8833, 645-8539 

Email: johnedwards10@live.com  
 

 

While there is some weight, arguably 
considerable, to all of these positions, 
there is this, which is also undeniable: 
first, Jesus paid.  Jesus paid above and 
beyond, along with the additional in-
centives of bonus, dividends, interest, 
and the unmatchable rich pension of 
eternal life in heaven with him; this is 
what He himself promised in John 
14:2: when he said, “In my Father’s 
house, are many mansions, if it were 
not so, I would have told you.  I go to 
prepare a place for you.”  This is what 
he made possible and paid for in ad-
vance on behalf of each one who is 
ready to believe and identify with him. 

Second, as for the professionalism of 
minimum standards of behavior, as 
strengthened by continuous training, 
as well as written codes of conduct in 
the working environment, those all do 
go a long way and produce fine results 
most of the time.  But sometimes they 
do not drill down deep enough to 
reach the core and change the essence 
of character already set in a certain 
way and resistant to adjustment.  In 
the workplace the key is reaching the 
mind and remolding it; in the church, 
the thrust is aimed at the heart and 
either awakening or remaking for dis-
cipleship and stewardship of Christ’s 
earthly assets.  It is answering the call 
to, “Take care of my sheep” (John 
21:16) and to project the full texture 
of Christ’s love, mercy, and compas-
sion.  It is a weighty, much nuanced 
responsibility. 

Christians should be thankful that they 
have the perfect written code in the 
record and teachings of scripture.  It is 
an infallible guide; for those with a 
receptive and humble heart, it is the 
most comprehensive aid that can be 
desired.  Whereas the world empha-
sizes a spirit of competition and ascen-
dancy; God’s word encourages coop-
eration and humility of service in 
countless timeless renditions from 
welcoming strangers to the willingness 
to being last.  It is not just being last, 
but a readiness to be the “very last 
and servant to all” according to the 
translation of the New International 
Version of Mark 9:35.  It is worth re-
peating: servant to all.  In conformity 
with this theme, the absorbing mes-
sages of the Pauline ministry from He-
brews to Romans and Corinthians to 
Galatians are about fellowship and 
caring and lifting up through being self
-sacrificing.  There is nothing about 
airs (except to frown upon such); nor 
pride (except to condemn it); nor 
hardheartedness (except to call con-
stantly for its removal).  There is no 
place for this, but yet it persists.  It is 
better to give than to receive.  In this 
instance, the church needs more who 
are willing to give of self in caring 

By GHK Lall 

A Christian Perspective 
on Social Issues 

Turn up, 
tune out, 
tilt away 

(Part II) 

lowly service, and less of those who 
are focused on the passing thrill of 
the receiving of recognition or hom-
age or following. 

In the meantime, the smaller 
churches (once disparagingly termed 
“wayside” and “clap-hand” 
churches) have experienced ongoing 
growth in numbers.  Those bodies 
are coming from some place that no 
longer can count them as part of 
their flock. The Catholic Church is 
among the larger institutions of  
worship that has observed this near 
continuous trend. Shrugging or     
ignoring or dismissing should not be 
a part of the once settled acknowl-
edgement.  The turning of backs has 
led to the turning of hearts.  While 
there is such a reality of too big to 
fail; there is one just as relevant and 
no less distressing: too big to fail 
does not mean too big to not 
weaken; or so big as not to care.  
Hopefully some lessons are learned, 
as unwanted as they may be.  And 
hopefully, too, there will be the nec-
essary concerted action to move 
away from the malaise, and to rekin-
dle a zeal for God’s house and those 
who come there seeking Him.  The 
discouraging exodus from the church 
should remind one and all, of Jesus’ 
words, “Truly I tell you, to the extent 
that you did it to one of these broth-
ers of Mine, even the least of them, 
you did this to me” (Mt 25:40). 
It is time, and always the right sea-
son, to look deeply inward first, and 
then cease being walking breathing 
silos of indifference and carefully 
muted animosities in the hallowed 
ground of Christ’s church.  He cer-
tainly sacrificed all to make it a real-
ity.  If all the insights of an already 
faded Lent, the trials, torments, and 
callings of Holy Week, and now 
Easter mean something, then let 
them mean so now and in ways tan-
gible and righteous.  The personal 
commitment in this triumphant 
Easter Season must be less talking 
and more doing; less posturing and 
more responding; less pretending 
and more authenticating.  The bene-
fits to self, brethren, church, and 
larger society would be inestimable.  
At the least, this could bring about a 
pause in the numbers of those who, 
while searching for the Savior, feel 
compelled to turn up, tune out, and 
tilt away…. 

(CNA/EWTN News) The first African 
American priest in the U.S. could     
become the country’s first African 
American saint as his cause took     
another step forward last week. 

A document summarizing the life,   
virtue, and alleged miracles of Servant 
of God Fr. Augustus Tolton, known as 
the positio, was unanimously           
approved as historically correct by a 
committee of six Vatican officials this 
week, clearing the way for the priest’s 
cause for canonization to continue 
moving forward. 

Bishop Joseph N. Perry, auxiliary 
bishop of Chicago and diocesan      
postulator for the Tolton cause, called 
the approval a “very positive sign    
going forward”. 
“Fr. Tolton lived during a particularly 
tumultuous time in American history 
especially for race relations,” Perry 
said in a statement. 

“He was a pioneer of his era for inclu-
siveness drawing both blacks and 
whites to his parish in Quincy. How-
ever, due to his race, he suffered dis-
crimination and condemnation. 

Born in Missouri on April 1, 1854, John 
Augustine Tolton fled slavery with his 
mother and two siblings in 1862 by 
crossing the Mississippi River into    
Illinois. 

“John, boy, you're free. Never forget 
the goodness of the Lord,” Tolton’s 
mother told him after the crossing, 
according to the website of St.       
Elizabeth’s Church in Chicago. 
The young Tolton entered St. Peter’s 
Catholic School with the help of the 
school’s pastor, Fr. Peter McGirr.       
Fr. McGirr would later baptize him  
and instruct him for his first Holy          
Communion. Tolton was serving as an 
altar boy by the next summer. 

The priest asked Tolton if he would 
like to become a priest, saying it 
would take 12 years of hard study. The 
excited boy then said they should go 
to church and pray for his success. 

After graduating from high school and 
Quincy College, he began his ecclesias-
tical studies in Rome, because no 
American seminary would accept him 
on account of his race. 

On April 24, 1886 he was ordained in 
Rome by Cardinal Lucido Maria       

Parocchi, who was then the vicar    
general of Rome. Newspapers 
throughout the U.S. carried the story. 

Fr. Tolton was ordained for the south-
ern Illinois Diocese of Quincy. Upon 
his return in July 1886, he was greeted 
at the train station “like a conquering 
hero,” the website of St. Elizabeth’s 
Parish says. 

“Thousands were there to greet him, 
led by Father McGirr. A brass band 
played church songs and Negro Spiri-
tuals. Thousands of blacks and whites 
lined the streets to catch a glimpse of 
the new priest wearing a black Prince 
Albert and a silk hat. People marched 
and cheered his flower-draped four-
horse carriage. Children, priests and 
sisters left the school joining the pro-
cession heading towards the church.” 

Hundreds waited at the local church 
where people of all races knelt at the 
communion rail. 

Fr. Tolton served in Quincy before  
going to Chicago to start a parish for 
black Catholics. The new church was 
named for St. Monica and opened in 
1893. 

On July 9, 1897, Fr. Tolton collapsed 
during a hot day and died from       
sunstroke at the age of 43. 

The next step in his cause for canoni-
zation will be in February 2019, when 
a theological commission with the 
Congregation for Causes of Saints will 
further investigate his life and virtue, 
and consider granting him the title of 
“Venerable,” which must receive    
papal approval. 

After that step, Tolton’s cause would 
move forward toward beatification, 
for which a miracle through his inter-
cession must be approved.  

Runaway slave-turned-priest 
moves closer to beatification 
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Today is Pentecost Sunday, the 
50th day after Easter (counting both 
Easter Sunday and today). Pentecost is 
often called “the birthday of the 
Church.” As we hear in Holy Scripture, 
today is the day that the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Jesus’ followers, and 
with that Jesus’ mission on earth was 
completed. 

Jesus calls His followers and literally all 
of us to be missionaries. The Latin root 
word for “missionary” is derived from 
the original Greek word apostolos, 
which meant “one sent forth.”          
Obviously, we get the word “apostle” 

from that as well. It is further defined 
as one who attempts to persuade or  
convert. It involves the “apostle” or 
“disciple” working outside of the       
community. 

When Jesus spoke these words, “As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
That includes each and every one of 
us. We, too, are sent. Many times we 
have reiterated that being sent means 
that we live out our Catholic faith in 
everything we do. That is the best way 
to evangelize, to let those around us 
know what it means to be a Christian 

and a follower of Christ and His        
disciple. 

The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops made the following 
statement about what it means to 
evangelize: “Here, there are two     
elements of evangelization at work: 1. 
Witness, which is the simple living out 
of the faith; 2. Sharing, which is 
spreading the Good News of Jesus.” 
Do we follow the admonitions given us 
by the Lord? Are we examples of what 
it means to be a Catholic and Chris-
tian? Do we truly share the Good 
News?[http://www.catholicsteward.com/blog/ ] 

 

By: The Diocesan Stewardship 
Council of Guyana 

FIRST READING                                Acts 2:1-11 

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak. 

When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had 
all met in one room, when suddenly they heard 
what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, 
the noise of which filled the entire house in which 
they were sitting; and something appeared to them 
that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated 
and came to rest on the head of each of them.  
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began 
to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them 
the gift of speech. 

Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem 
from every nation under heaven, and at this sound 
they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear 
these men speaking his own language. They were 
amazed and astonished. “Surely,” they said, “all 
these men speaking are Galileans? How does it   
happen that each of us hears them in his own     
native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors 
from Rome - Jews and proselytes alike - Cretans and   
Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own              
language about the marvels of God.” 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 103 

Response:  Send forth your Spirit, O Lord,  
                 and renew the face of the earth. 

1. Bless the Lord, my soul! 
Lord God, how great you are. 
How many are your works, O Lord! 
The earth is full of your riches.       Response 

2. You take back your spirit, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came. 
You sent forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the earth.  Response 

3. May the glory of the Lord last for ever! 
May the Lord rejoice in his works 
May my thoughts be pleasing to him. 
I find my joy in the Lord.            Response 

 

SECOND READING           1 Corinthians 12:3-7; 12-13 

In the one Spirit we were all baptised. 

No one can say, “Jesus is Lord” unless he is under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit.   

There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; 
there are all sorts of service to be done, but always 
to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different 
ways in different people, it is the same God who is 

working in all of them.  The particular way in which 
the Spirit is given to each person is for a good     
purpose. 

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many 
parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though 
many, make one body, so it is with Christ.  In the 
one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as 
Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was 
given to us all to drink. 

  

GOSPEL                                     John 20:19-23 

As the Father sent me, so am I sending you: receive 
the Holy Spirit. 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the 
week, the doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews.  Jesus came and 
stood among them. He said to them, "Peace be 
with you," and showed them his hands and his side.  
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord, and he said to them again,  
“Peace be with you. 
As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you,” 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.” 
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Gospel      
Reflection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The observance of Pentecost is 

the celebration of the gift of the 
Spirit to the Church.  There is 
much drama and action with 
noise, wind and fire in the first 
reading taken from the Acts of 
the Apostles. The result is     
immediate. The disciples       
receive the gift of effective 
preaching and they speak in a 
way that is understandable to 
all. The power of the Spirit 
breaks down the barriers of lan-
guage and culture. The message 
of the Good News of Jesus the 
Christ now belongs to all people 
everywhere. And so a new com-
munity is born, a community 
that speaks a new language – 
the language of love and          
co-operation, a language that 
people everywhere can easily 
understand. Such a language is 
sorely needed today in our   
broken world for even though 
we have made great strides in 
the fields of science and tech-
nology, we still cannot speak to 
each other and so live at peace.  
It is no wonder that Jesus regu-
larly greeted his friends with 
the words: ‘Peace be with you!’  
As happened with the disciples 
on that historic Pentecost day, 
the Holy Spirit awakens us to 
the gifts that God has already 
given to us.  It must be terrible 
to be given wonderful gifts and 
talents and still make no use of 
them.  A gift means nothing if it 
remains wrapped and put away 
on a shelf.  Gifts from God are 
not given just for our own use.  
Gifts are means to be shared.  
Too many of us allow our gifts 
to remain idle, probably        
because we are too lazy or    
indifferent to make use of 
them, or because we have 
never taken the time or made 
the effort to discern the gifts we 
have been given.  To first recog-
nise and then develop a gift 
calls for patience and self-
discipline, openness, willingness 
and effort. Then the potential 
that is there is released, and 
courage and boldness replace 
the fear and nervousness that 
keep us idle. This is what      
happened to the disciples and it 
can happen to us too if we are 
open to the Spirit.  
[From: Journeying with the Word of 
God, The Religious Education  Depart-
ment, Diocese of Georgetown, Guyana ] 

H 
istory was quietly 
made in the     
Anglican Church in 
Guyana on April 
7th when the first 
woman priest for 
the local diocese 
was ordained.     

At the Saint John's Anglican Church 
in Jawalla, Anglican Bishop Charles 
Davidson elevated Deacon Rita 
Hunter to the office of priest        
also making her the first native 
Amerindian Woman Priest. 

This is one area of ministry in the 
local Anglican Diocese which before 
April 7th was strictly reserved for 
men. 

The ordination service was said to 
be a unique and culturally-sensitive 
service. 

Reverend Rita Hunter of the 
Akawaio Tribe has served the       
Anglican Church with distinction 
among her people in the hinterland 
of Guyana. 

She grew up in the Anglican Church 
and has been a Catechist since 1972. 
Later she also became a Minister of 
the Eucharist. 

In 2015 and 2016, the mother of five 
played a major role in the audio   
bible project which involved the  
production of a recorded audio    
version of the New Testament Bible 
in their indigenous Akawaio          
language. 

She now takes on a new leadership 
role in the wider community as 
priest and pastor. 

In 1968, the Lambeth Conference, 
which is  a consultative body of    
Anglican Bishops who were meeting 
in England,  passed a resolution    
recommending that member 
churches in the worldwide Anglican 
Communion actively consider       
admitting women into Holy Orders. 

Many Anglican provinces around the 
world allow women to serve as   
deacons which means they can    
perform baptisms, marriages, and 
burials. 

However, they are not allowed to 
administer any of the other          
sacraments which is reserved for 
priests. 

People of various confessions and 
cultural backgrounds have raised 
their voices both in favour and 
against the ordination of women 
priests have started heated debates 
on the subject. 

There are at least six other women 
who are preparing to be ordained 
priests in the Anglican church in 
Guyana. 

The Catholic church does not ordain 
women as clergy, however in 2016 
Pope Francis established a           
commission to study the female  
diaconate. 

Anglican Church in Guyana 
ordains first woman priest  

Working on the Audio Bible in Akawaio at the Catholic Media Offices in 2015 

Reverend Rita Hunter and Bishop Charles Davidson. 
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Journeying with 
the Word of God 

 

MAKING THE WORD OF GOD YOUR OWN 

Step 1: Look at today’s Readings prayerfully. 
1st Reading: A great day in the history of the 
Church when the Holy Spirit fills the disciples mak-
ing them praise God before all nations. 

2nd Reading: St Paul teaches that Christians 
should allow the Spirit who is active in them to 
produce the fruit of good behaviour in their daily 
lives. 

Gospel: Jesus promises his disciples that he will 
send the gift of the Holy Spirit, so beginning the 
mission of the Church in the world. 

 Step 2: Applying the values of the Readings 
to your daily life. 
1. The Spirit breathed new life into the disciples on 

that Pentecost day. In what way do you believe 
that the Lord breathes life in you? 

2. St Paul tells us that there are different ministries 
but the same Lord. Find out all you can about 
ministries in the Church.  Reflect on these minis-
tries and try to discover which one is suited to 
your special gifts and talents. 

3. “The gift of the Holy Spirit is not a gift to be kept 
to oneself.”  What is this statement saying to 
you? 

4. The Spirit was sent by Jesus to unite his followers 
into a community of believer. List three ways that 
you as an individual can unite with the Church in 
continuing Jesus’ work.  

 Step 3: Accepting the message of God’s         
Word in your life of faith. 

The Spirit was sent by Jesus to unite his followers 
into a strong community of believers – the Church.  
Pentecost is thus seen as the birthday of the 
Church.  But more than a birthday celebration, 
Pentecost challenges us to bring about a rebirth of 
the Church so that all humanity may experience 
the wonders of God at work in our world. 

Step 4: Something to think & pray about 
1. We have all benefited at some time in our lives 

from the gifts and talents of others.  Think of 
three people who have been important in influ-
encing who you are today.  What would you say 
are the qualities, the gifts and talents that these 
people had and how they shared them with 
you?  Do you think you were given the same or 
similar gifts to use in service of others? 

2. 2. Pray that the Holy Spirit will fill you with the 
kind of enthusiasm you need to help you under-
stand and carry on the work of Christ in this 
world.  

[From: Journeying with the Word of God, The Religious 
Education Department, Diocese of Georgetown, Guyana ] 

Minister of State, Mr. Joseph 
Harmon, on Sunday May 6, 
urged church leaders to engage 
the Government on issues con-
cerning Guyana’s development. 
He made these remarks on the 
occasion of the Love and Faith 
World Outreach Ministry’s 30th 
Anniversary Service, held in the 
sanctuary of the church, Dennis 
Street, Turkeyen. 

“I ask you to pray for our nation; 
that we grow from strength to 
strength and administer with 

truth and justice for all our peo-
ple... Feel free to engage us, the 
Government, on issues of good 
governance, national develop-
ment, and any other matter that 
you may deem important”, the 
State Minister said. 

Minister Harmon noted the    
important contributions that 
religious organisations make to 
Guyana. “The past three years 
have not been easy as efforts to 
clean up the Augean Stables …In 
these efforts we have been truly 

blessed in many ways, one 
of the most important of 
which, was the support of 
the righteous in our      
society. You of the Love 
and Faith World Outreach 
Ministries have, along 
with other religious      
institutions, continued to 
reach out, touch and heal, 
fully understanding that 
positive change in society 
has to start with the      
individual, then the family, 
then the community, and 
finally, the nation,” he 
said. 

The Minister also spoke of 
the transformative influ-
ence that active churches 
have on Guyanese soci-
ety. “Our Government has 
a vested interest in your 
success, because your 
success will result in an 

increase in goodness and right-
eousness in our society, in moral 
re-armament and national de-
velopment and in lessening of 
social ills that affect us,” he said. 
The anniversary service was also 
attended by Minister within the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Ms. Simona Broomes as well as 
pastors from denominations 
across Guyana, Suriname, 
France, and the United States of 
America.  (Ministry of the Presi-
dency).   

The church must engage Government 
on issues of good governance,           
national development: Minister Harmon 

The Holy Family Catholic Church at Mahdia in Region 8 celebrated 
Mother's Day with our Parish Priest Father Berchmans Devadass. On 
the same occasion seven of our new babies were baptized. 

It was a truly wonderful celebration in the parish. 

During the week, Fr Berchmans, who is normally stationed in        
Linden, visited our homes and gave Easter Blessings to all.  

Easter house blessings 
and Mother's Day 
celebration  at Mahdia 

Minister of State, Mr. Joseph Harmon and Minister within the Ministry of 
Natural Resources, Ms. Simona Broomes participate in the praise and wor-
ship session at the 30th Anniversary Service of Love and Faith World Out-
reach Ministry.  (MoP photo) 

Youth Office 
Raffle Results 
The Antilles Episcopal Youth 
Assembly (AECYA) partici-
pants would like to thank all 
those who supported their 
raffle. Your contributions will 
go to helping those young 
people attending the AEC 
youth assembly this year, 
slated for July 10-23 on the 
island of Martinique. 

1st Prize:  
1 return trip to Trinidad     
compliments of Liat airways: 
Rock Beharry 

2nd prize:  
One LG smart phone:  
Paul Budnah 

3rd Prize:   
One juice maker:  
Meera Ramroop 
 

Consolation prizes 

One HP Inkjet printer:  
Joan Van Sluytman 

One HP inkjet printer:  
Patrick Brassington 

One Headphone set:  
Joan Van Sluytman  
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May 20th: Pentecost   
Sunday (B) 

"The Spirit of truth will lead you 
to the complete truth." 

The Word This Week 

We arrive at the fiftieth day ‑ the 
completion of the Easter Season, and 
the completion of the Paschal Mys-
tery: the Lord has died, is risen, has 
ascended to heaven and now gives 
birth to his Church, by sending the 
Spirit upon the apostles. This feast of 
the gift of the Spirit is so significant 
for us, because it marks the handing 
on of Jesus' ministry to the Church ‑ in 
the Church we are guaranteed the 
presence of the Lord, in his sacra-
ments, in his ministers, in the Blessed 
Sacrament and in his Celebrated 
Word. It also marks the fulfilment of 
our thoughts about baptism through-
out this season: the gift of the Spirit 
which we receive in Confirmation is 
the `seal' of our baptism, guarantee-
ing and confirm-ing all that baptism 
achieves. 

Notes for Readers 
First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 
11‑11. 

The meaning of this reading is         
obvious: it is the story of this day. 
There is a great sense of mystery in 
the first paragraph, seen in the words 
'what sounded like' and 1 something 
that seemed like` ‑ almost as if Luke 
cannot quite find the words to        
describe the experience. You must 
ensure that amazement and astonish-
ment is present in your voice through-
out the second paragraph. Don't 
worry about the list of strange names ‑ but make sure you practice them 
out loud beforehand: it would be a 
shame if the reading were spoiled 
because your tongue 'tripped up' over 
“Phrygia and Pamphylia”! 

Second Reading: Galatians 
5:16‑25. 

This reading tells us all what the Spirit 
actually does. The key word to        
emphasise (in a sense) is the "you" in 
the first line. As we have said before, 
the reading of Scripture is a here and 
now experience. We aren’t just cele-
brating something that happened on 
Pentecost Sunday two thousand years 
ago, but cele-brating a reality today. 
Remember this as you read. Be      
careful with the lists, both of vices 
and of virtues: don’t gallop through 
them, but read thoughtfully and by 
that encourage your listeners to listen 
thoughtfully! Without acting or over-
dramatising, there can be a difference 
in tone between the negative things 
and the wonderful, positive gifts of 
the Spirit. 

 

 
May 27th: The Most Holy 
Trinity (B) 

"Baptise them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit." 

The Word This Week 

When the Church celebrates the Feast 
of the Most Holy Trinity, it is an at-
tempt to sum-marise the whole mys-
tery of our God into one day. This is 
not just a "theological feast" ` but a 
feast which should speak to us of this 
simple fact of faith: the Father loves 

us, has revealed that love in his Son, 
and has called into a relationship sus-
tained by the Spirit. It is our joy that, 
as baptised members of the Church, 
we can somehow share in that divine 
life and love which is the Trinity~ be-
coming children of God. God has cho-
sen us, and we are his own people, 
just as he chose the people of Israel 
long ago. The mystery of the Trinity is 
not meant to make this more difficult ‑ on the contrary it is to clarify and 
summarise all that our faith is about: 
that we are children ‑ with the Son, in 
the power of the Spirit ‑ of the one 
Father. 

Notes for Readers 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 
4:32‑40. 

Although the Lord freed his people 
from slavery in Egypt, they still 
needed constant reminding of what 
this meant: here we see Moses in full 
spate, putting before the people the 
drama of what God did for his own 
people. As we listen to this today, we 
proclaim that this God is our God, 
who has chosen us. The first para-
graph is a lengthy rhetorical question ‑ a device used to en-gage the listen-
ers and make them think. It builds up 
hugely to the beginning of the second 
paragraph, and the central declara-
tion of today's readings: “The Lord is 
God indeed ... he and no other.” This 
is what the reader should aim for. 
Start off gently, but insistently. Pause 
briefly after each question, to allow it 
to “settle in”. Allow the more dra-
matic words their full weight, without 
going over the top. Especially use the 
list half way down: “…by ordeals, 
signs, wonders, war with mighty hand 
and outstretched arm, by fearsome 
ter-rors…” Find a tone of utter confi-
dence for the central declaration, and 
then almost fade away slightly. Above 
all, proclaim this reading with confi-
dence. 

  

Second Reading: Romans 8:14-17. 

This is a very dense little exposition of 
Trinitarian theology ‑ but don’t let 
that put you off! Given the feast we 
celebrate today, focus in your mind 
on three words: "Spirit", "Father" and 
"Christ". Read through this short pas-
sage with your mind fixed on those 
words, and see Paul's mean-ing com-
ing out clearly. He is talking about a 
relationship which has been estab-
lished by God, bringing us close as 
children. Allow the first sentence to 
stand quite simply and boldly: espe-
cially stress “…son of God”. Mentally 
underline the words “the spirit of 
sons…”, and think carefully about 
how to ‘cry out’, “Abba, Father!”. 
(“Abba” is the Aramaic for Father ‑ it 
is a very close and familiar term, al-
most like our “Dad”.) Be careful with 
the words “heirs”: it's not a familiar 
word in general conversa-tion and 
could easily be lost ‑ move slowly and 
emphatically over it. Watch “coheirs” 
even more carefully, for the same 
reason. The last line is full of wonder-
ful promise: be aware that the read-
ing ends on the word "glory", and 
modulate your voice accordingly.  
[From: Office for Liturgy of the Roman Catholic      
Diocese of Salford http://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk/ ] 

CORNER 

Proclaiming the 

Word of God 

Speak, Lord, your servant 
is listening: you have the 
message of eternal life 

 

 

The Diocese has been looking at 
ways to enhance the user-
friendliness, distribution and pay-
ment system for the electronic 
version of the Catholic Standard.  
Soon the diocesan website will go 
through some changes to          
incorporate a function that will 
enable subscribers to follow a 
link, login in with credentials    
provided beforehand, to view the 
Catholic Standard. The new      
format will also enable the                 
E-Standard to be easily viewed on 
any mobile device.   

A new payment structure and 
small increase in subscription 
rates will become effective from 
July 1

st
, 2018.  Subscribers may 

now choose to pay $1,000 
(US$5.00) per quarter, $2,000 
(US$10) per six months or $4,000 
(US$20) per annum.  

Subscribers will pay the rate of 
the current subscription up to  
June 30

th
 , 2018.  Those who have 

not yet paid for 2018 will be     
invoiced at the current subscrip-
tion rate of $1,500 (US$7.50) for 
six months – January to June 2018 
and at the new subscription rate 
of $2,000 (US$10) for six months 
from July to December 2018.    
Invoicing will commence soon.  
Subscribers abroad (United 
States, Canada etc.) may find it 
more practical to pay at least an 
annual subscription.   

Subscriptions may be paid as 
follows:   

Georgetown – All Saints Piety 
Shop, Croal and Pollard Place 
(next to the Catholic Life Centre).  
Tel. 225-7556 or email all-
saints@rcdiocesgy.org  

Rest of Guyana – Through any 
parish office, priest in Guyana or 
family member or friend traveling 
to Georgetown.   

 For current subscribers:  Kindly 
send your name and the        
payment. 

 For new subscribers:  Kindly 
send your name, email address, 
telephone contact and the   
payment.   

Abroad (United States, Canada 
etc.) – please email the Piety 
Shop Manager at allsaintsman-
ager@rcdiocesegy.org for details.   

We thank you for your patience 
as we work towards improving 
our service to the Catholic faith-
ful.   

E-Standard 

mailto:allsaints@rcdiocesgy.org
mailto:allsaints@rcdiocesgy.org
mailto:allsaintsmanager@rcdiocesegy.org
mailto:allsaintsmanager@rcdiocesegy.org
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[ NFC -  Sources: http://www.sdc.me.uk , http://www.catholickidsbulletin.com/,  http://www.sermons4kids.com ,   http://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk  & https://thekidsbulletin  ]    

Children’s Page 

 

 

Dear Girls and Boys, 

Today we celebrate a special day called 
Pentecost. Pentecost is often called “the 
birthday of the Church.” It was on the day 
of Pentecost that God sent his Holy Spirit to 
the Church. The Bible tells us that the   
apostles were all gathered together in one 
place when suddenly there was a sound like 
a mighty, rushing wind. They saw what 
looked like tongues of fire that came to rest 
on each of them and all of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 

God's Holy Spirit is somewhat like the wind. 
We can't see the Holy Spirit, but we know 
that the Spirit is there because we can see 
the effects of the Spirit’s power in our lives. 
The Holy Spirit is very important to us. 
What are some of the ways that the Holy 
Spirit helps us? The Holy Spirit: 

• Comforts us when we are sad and alone. 
(John 15:26) 

• Guides us in the way of truth. (John 
16:13) 

• Helps us when we don't know how to 
pray. (Romans 8:27) 

• Lives inside us and gives us life. (Ezekiel 
37:14) 

• Shows us the good things God has for us. 
(1 Corinthians 2:9-11) 

We are thankful for all of the ways the Holy 
Spirit helps us every day.  

Dear Father, we thank you for sending your 
Holy Spirit to comfort, guide us, and live 
within us. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 

Unscramble each word and then place the numbered letters in the 
numbered boxes at the bottom to reveal the answer.  

PUZZLE CLUES 

1. A sound like the blowing of a violent _______ came from heaven.  

2. They saw what seemed to be tongues of ______. 

3. All of them were filled with the Holy _______. 

4. They began to ______ in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  

5. Peter stood up and spoke to the ______ of people. 

Answer: All of these events took place on the day of _____________.  
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MODERN OPTICAL SERVICE 
316 Middle St., N/C/Burg,  

Tel# 226-1082     
For comprehensive eye examinations,  

contact  lenses and solutions 

FLEX GYM 
   Aerobics, 

Weight Training  

 

151 Thomas St. Kitty   
Tel: 226-7735 

 

118 Cowan St., Kingston, Georgetown 
patrickstaxi@yahoo.com 

226-8524, 226-6770, 
 223-5400, 225-6969 

TAXI SERVICE 
A Service You Can Trust 

Manager: 660-0018 

Taxi for all occasions - 24/7 Reliable Service  

General Services Offered 
For your every service need, includ-
ing: Computer repairs, Handyman 
services, A/C installation, Security 
Camera installation, Electricals, Fire 
Alarm installation and much more. 

Contact Roderick at (592)623-5906 

roderick.vansluytman@gmail.com 

After reading last week’s article a 
friend sent us an e-mail to tell us how 
much she enjoyed reading our articles 
on family life, and reminding us that 
discipline and raising kids starts from 
birth, and sending us the following 
tips - (we have added some of our 
own).  

*. Don’t overdo it with gifts. The best 
gifts are the experiences you share 
with them. 

*. Pick your kids up, it’s a great work-
out for your arm muscles. 

*. Let them into your bed after a 
nightmare, a few minutes of cuddling 
will make that nightmare a distant 
memory. 

*. Take your kids to the playground 
and when they ask you to push them 
on the swing higher and faster, re-
member that everything is relative. 

*. When you want to comfort them 
after a difficult experience, don’t for-
get to hug. Touch is a human need, 
don’t forget that. 
*. Let them roll around in the grass 
and get dirty. The clean shirt that’s 
worth telling them no has yet to be 
invented. 

*. Don’t miss their birthday parties. 
They might not remember the toy you 
bought them but they won’t forget 
your presence. 

*. Don’t be late when your children 
are waiting for you to pick them up 
from school or activities, which will 
make them anxious and stressed. If 
you are going to be late, always try to 
let them know. 

*. Don’t be afraid to act silly and look 
stupid when you play with them. Your 
children will free you from the seri-
ousness of the adult world. 

*. Let them grab the wheel. Obviously 
not while you’re driving, but if you let 
them sit on your lap and grab the 

wheel for a few minutes, they’ll never 
forget how big they felt in that mo-
ment. 

*. Once they learn how to kiss, kids 
will plant kisses all over your face. 
Don’t discourage this. 
*. It's never too early to teach them 
about the value of money, think of it 
as a preparation for adulthood. 

*. Let them sit on your shoulders. 
They will love to look at everything 
from above. 

*. Praise them for their beauty, but 
remember to make clear that intelli-
gence will take them further than how 
they look on the outside. 

*. Teach them about the difference 
between "bad" and "good" and re-
member that they will imitate your 
actions and less what you tell them to 
do. 

*. Go camping with them, and light a 
bonfire. This experience is irreplace-
able and will teach them a lot about 
leaving their comfort zone and loving 
nature. 

*. There’s going to come a time where 
they will ask for a puppy, just say yes! 

If no, give them the reasons for refus-
ing. 

*. Learn to say "no" to some of their 
requests. Your children may be angry 
with you today, but in the future, they 
will be able to say "no" themselves, 
when someone crosses their bounda-
ries. 

*. Teach them to reach out to you in 
moments of distress and prove that 
you’ll be there for them when they 
need you. 

*. Dance with your children, jump 
around and play with the music 
turned up, and they will learn from 
you about the value of happiness and 
not caring what others think. 

*. Walk with them to the park and 
play some ball. More than being just 
exercise, it will be a lesson in self-
confidence. 

*. Teach them to say a prayer, it does-
n't need to be a religious prayer nec-
essarily, but only faith and aspiration 
for the best that they can ask from 
themselves and others. 

*. Love your spouse and show it. The 
world will be a much safer and under-
stood place if they know that Mom 
and Dad love each other. 

*. If it is possible, take them with you 
to work at least once. They’ll learn 
about the person you are and what 
you are doing to raise and support 
them. 

*. Don’t tell them to hurry too much, 
one day you’ll hope that they will slow 
down for you. 

*. Share your mistakes and teach 
them that no one is perfect and that 
pride should not prevent anyone from 
recognizing a mistake and apologizing 
for it. 

*. Carry them to bed over your shoul-
der! This will make bedtime much 
more fun and looked forward to.  

 

Tips for raising kids that 
every parent should hear 

By Chris & Noelma Lam 

 

Mind Puzzler Corner 
Our Last Brain Teaser was: 
I am, in truth, a yellow fork  
From tables in the sky 
By inadvertent fingers dropped  
What am I? 

Answer: Lightening .    
This Week’s Brain Teaser: 
A man is found dead with a    
cassette recorder near one hand 
and a gun near the other. When 
the police came in they immedi-
ately pressed the play button on 
the recorder. They heard:           
“I have nothing else to live for.  I 
can’t go on. Then the sound of a 
gunshot.”  After listening to the 
tape the police knew that it was 
not a suicide, but a murder.  
How did they know? 

Look for the Answer next week     

ABRAMS PHOTO WORLD 
We specialize in: Video Recording, Video Edit-
ing, Digital photographs, Designing & Print-
ing, Laminating, Tent Rental and much more. 
Contact Romeo on Tel# (592) 643-4558. 

BECK WELDING MACHINING &   
MARINE PARTS REPAIR 

 

Specialists in:  
Re-grinding of Crankshafts 
Re-boring & re-sleeving of Engine Blocks 
Re-surfacing & fitting inserts in Engine Heads 
Repair and fabrication of machinery parts. 

3 Princess & Ketley Sts., Tel# 225-6272 

Handyman Service  
Any job handyman service available includ-
ing:- Tiling, plumbing, carpentry, painting,  
lock installation, joinery and repairs, the 
weeding of lawns and parapets, painting, 
cleaning of yards and drains. 
Contact: Jabaun at 693-9548 or Keron at 

617-2346 
Our prices match our service. We are   
willing to negotiate. 

TitBits   
- - This Week’s Reflection: 
It can be difficult to tell the difference 
between beginnings and endings. In 
God’s time beginnings and endings are 
one in the same, because God’s time is 
not so much a matter of minutes, 
hours, and days as it is about a way of 
living in the world. The way we mark 
the passage of our life is not the same 
way that God marks our time. It is 
when we are giving of ourselves for the 
sake of our brothers and sisters, that 
we live according to God’s time. 
(From The Last Words of Jesus: A 
Meditation on Love and Suffering by 
Daniel P. Horan, OFM) 
God Bless You!  Have a Great Week! 

- - This Week’s Bible Question: 
Q. What did David distribute among all 
the people after he finished offering 
burnt offerings and peace offerings? 

- - This Week’s Teaser: 
Q: How do you stop a dog from smelling?  

- - Today’s Bible Verse: 
Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to 
one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord,  -  
Ephesians 5:18-19 

- - Today’s Marriage Tip: 
Cook a special dinner together, even if 
it’s an ordinary night. Recall a special 
meal you shared during your courtship. 

- - Humour: 
Little Johnny was asked by his teacher 
to tell him what the chemical formula 
for water was.  
He replied with, "H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O".  
The Teacher was stunned. "That's not 
right, how did you come up with that?"  
The boy said, "Last week you told us it 
was H2O!" 

- -A Card Hallmark Would Never Print: 
You haven't shaved for so long, - I feel 
like I'm living with Godzilla. 

- - Why?: 
Why is a person who plays the Piano 
called a Pianist, but a person who 
drives a race-car is not called a Racist? 

- - Signs Found at Church: 
Come work for the Lord. The work is 
hard, the hours are long and the pay is 
low. But the retirement benefits are 
out of this world. 

- - Answer to Bible Question: 
A loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a 
cake of raisins. - see 2 Samuel 6:18-19 
And when David had finished offering 
burnt offerings and peace offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of the 
Lord of hosts. Then he distributed 
among all the people, among the 
whole multitude of Israel, both the 
women and the men, to everyone a 
loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a 
cake of raisins. 

- - Answer to Teaser: 
Give it a bath!  



 

CATHOLIC STANDARD   Friday, May 18th, 2018 Page 11 

From Andrew Kerry 

The parishioners of Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish celebrated their parish 
feast last Sunday May 13; the day was 
also celebrated as Mothers Day. The 
celebration began at 8:00 am with 
congregation praying the Rosary and 
Litany to Our Lady, this was followed 
by a procession of children to the  
entrance of the sanctuary where the 
statue of Our Lady of Fatima was 
crowned by three children in the role 
of the child visionaries of Fatima.   
After this the children of the         
catechetical program placed flowers 
at the feet of the statue and parish 
priest, Msg. Terrence Montrose then 
prayed the crowning prayer. 

The Mass of the Ascension of the 
Lord began with the Sprinkling Rite, 
where the congregation was         
sprinkled with holy water as a        
reminder of their baptism. 

Msgr Montrose in his homily           
reminded the congregation of how 
the early Christians lived as a commu-
nity of love and encouraged those 

gathered on the parish feast to     
continue to become a community 
that loves and cares. He reminded 
them of the Gospel command of Je-
sus to “go out to the whole world and 
proclaim the Good News” and to do 
so with love. 

During the Mass, the Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion        
renewed their commitment to serve 
the parish community in this special 
ministry. 

The Mass was enhanced by the won-
derful singing of the children’s choir. 
Mothers were given wrist corsages, in 
honour of Mothers Day by members 
of the Family Life Group and just   
before Mass ended the traditional 
blessing of sons and daughters by 
their mothers was done, a tradition of 
the early church where parents would 
bless their children. St. Ambrose is 
quoted as saying: "Whosoever is 
blessed by their parents is blessed by 
God." 

Gifts were also given to the oldest 
and newest mothers. 

Fatima celebrates Parish Feast 

From Joshua Van Sluytman 

To pay special honour to Mary the 
mother Jesus particularly during this 
month of May is a very old Catholic 
tradition. 

In most Catholic churches, and even 
in many Catholic homes, many people 
make what they call a special “May 
Altar” with a statue or picture of 
Mary, decorated with flowers, and 
perhaps candles. All of this is to re-
mind us of the importance of Mary 
not only in the life of the church but 
in our own personal lives as well. 

This year has been no different, many 
Catholic churches throughout Guyana 
and Catholics in the intimacy of their 

families or in small groups 
have been holding a “May 
Crowning”. 
This is a simple ceremony in 
which they present Mary 
with a crown made of 
flower blossoms or other 
symbols to show that we 
recognize and acknowledge 
her as the mother of Christ, 
the King and as the queen 
of heaven. 

In some countries the 
crown can be quite elabo-
rate made of shining gold 
and fine jewels. 

At Charity in Region 1, it 
was raining heavily and  
continuously at St. Francis 
Xavier Roman Catholic 
Church, last Sunday morn-
ing, but that didn't stop the 
faithful from coming out to 
worship, and also to honour 
Our Blessed Mother. The        
children of the parish did 
the crowning. 

It is very right and fitting 
that we celebrate Mother’s 
Day and motherhood      

during the month of Mary. As we 
honor the Mother of God, our      
spiritual mother, we also honor our 
earthly mothers. 

On Mother’s Day, we remember with 
gratitude and affection our mothers, 
not only through material gifts,    
flowers, or cards, but also, and more 
importantly, by our prayers for them. 
That is exactly what happened at the 
St Francis Xavier Roman Catholic 
Church in Charity. Before the end of 
the service, mothers were called to 
the Altar for a special prayer and 
blessing. They were also presented 
with tokens of appreciation. 

May celebrations of Mary, 
motherhood, at Charity 

An estimated 100 women of all ages 
participated in the third annual 
women’s conference of the Diocese of 
Kingstown, St Vincent and the    
Grenadines, on May 6th, under the 
theme “I looked for the one my heart 
loves” (Song of Songs 3:1) The confer-
ence was a day of anointed worship, 
ministry and fellowship. Participants 
were treated to stimulating teachings 

and powerful presentations by       
Deborah de Rosia – founder of the 
Charismatic Lay Association. Deborah 
is a stalwart in the Archdiocese of 
Port of Spain and has ministered in 
the Caribbean, North and South 
America, Europe and Africa. She is 
also the Director of Pontifical Mission 
Societies in the Archdiocese of Port of 
Spain. 

Deborah de Rosia reinforced to the 
women in attendance that healing 
was a journey and that Jesus longs to 
offer freedom from wounds of the 
past which prevent them from having 
an abundant life. She assured the 
women that deep and lasting healing 
could be found, but only through   
Jesus Christ. She reminded them that 
they were chosen children of God and 
stressed that Jesus did not blame the 
hurting, drawing strong parallels to 
biblical healing stories including the 
famous story of the “woman at the 
well”. She emphasized also; the     
healing power of forgiven sin. 

Powerful personal stories from 
women about their journey to healing 
were delivered. 

The goal of the conference was “a 
journey to healing of women” so that 
they can be better prepared to ac-
tively serve in ministry in the church. 

Monsignor Michael Stewart took the 
opportunity to speak to the women 
present about the need to commit to 
Eucharistic Adoration. He referred to 
his own personal experiences. 

The conference ended with Holy Mass 
presided over by Bishop Gerard 
County. 

The conference is part of the activities 
of the Diocesan Family and Life    
Commission, headed by Deacon John 
and Chrisentia Defreitas.  

A very engaging vote of thanks by 
Jeanie Ollivierre underscored the 
powerful hand of Almighty God in this 
successful conference. She also 
thanked Bishop County, Monsignor 
Mike, the Choir, the intercessory 
prayer group and Parish Priests who 
encouraged parishioners. She thanked 
the National Service Team who        
assisted in praying with the women 
for healing, and all the conference 
participants. Duel Andrews said thank 
you and presented tokens of           
appreciation to the featured           
presenter Deborah De Rosia. 

At the end of the Conference partici-
pants agreed that they were glad they 
came, that the day was a blessed and 
grace-filled one, and they are already 
looking forward to the next Diocesan 
Women’s Conference. 

Powerful, stimulating annual women’s conference in SVG 

 

Featured speaker Deborah de Rosia leads a prayer at the women’s conference.  
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Saint of the Week  

Renowned for his prayerfulness and sense of 
fun and humour, Philip was born in Florence, 
Italy in 1515.  Philip’s appealing personality 
was winning him friends from all levels of  
society, from beggars to cardinals. He gath-
ered a community of friends to look after the 
sick, which eventually became the Oratory.  

At the urging of his confessor, Philip was        
ordained a priest and soon became an        
outstanding confessor himself, gifted with the 
knack of piercing the pretenses and illusions 
of others, though always in a charitable     
manner and often with a joke. He arranged 
talks, discussions, and prayers for his peni-
tents in a room above the church. He some-
times led “excursions” to other churches,   
often with  music and a picnic on the way.  

[franciscanmedia.org & salfordliturgy.org.uk ] 

On the Lighter Side 
 

(CNA) The papal pomp and Catholic 
circumstance on display at this 
year’s Met Gala in New York (aka 
the ‘Oscars of the East Coast’) was 
met with a combination of confu-
sion and optimism from Catholic 
thinkers and writers. 

The theme for this year’s annual 
gala, “Heavenly Bodies: Fashion 
and the Catholic Imagination”,   
inspired equally creative and     
controversial attire, including the 
bedazzled, skin-baring papal       
ensemble worn by Rihanna, a  
pregnant Cardi B dressed up as 
Mary Queen of Heaven, and a 
Sistine chapel-inspired dress worn 
by Ariana Grande, among many 
other outfits emblazoned with 
crosses and icons and other    
Catholic-inspired paraphernalia. 

The event kicked off the Met      
exhibit with the same theme, 
which features Church garments 
borrowed from the Vatican,       
religious art from the Met collec-
tion, and 150 designer fashion 
pieces that were intended to pay 
homage to Catholicism. 

Considered by some to be a       
perverse and often baffling event, 
many Catholic writers seemed   
reluctant to dub the gala as either 
completely sacreligious or as a 
stroke of New-Evangelization     
genius - most fell somewhere in 
the middle. 

Ross Douthat, a Catholic columnist 
at the New York Times, called the 
gala a “beautiful and blasphemous 
spectacle” and noted that “When a 
living faith gets treated like a     
museum piece, it’s hard for its   
adherents to know whether to 
treat the moment as an opportu-
nity for outreach or for outrage.” 

While he lamented the lack of faith 

behind the fascination with        
Catholicism, Douthat did wonder 
whether there was a lesson for the 
present-day Church contained in 
the secular world’s enamoration 
with the trimmings and trappings 
of an older Catholic aesthetic - one 
that he said has largely taken a 
back seat in the Church since the 
Second Vatican Council. 

Also lamenting the lack of real faith 
behind the display was Matthew 
Schmitz of First Things, who said 
that people 
should pay atten-
tion to the real 
Catholic imagina-
tion and the 
meaning behind 
it, and not the 
overly sentimen-
tal and shallow 
aesthetic Catholi-
cism that was on 
display at the 
gala. 

“These beautiful 
copes, stoles, 
clasps, and rings 
still move men—
still have the 
power Leo XIII 
acknowledged in 
Testem Benevo-
lentiae when he 
advised priests in 
America to spread 
the faith ‘by the 
pomp and splen-
dor of ceremo-
nies’ as well as ‘by 
setting forth that 
sound form of 
doctrine.’ In the 
Met's carnival 
atmosphere, their 
splendor seems 

all the more radiant.” 

However, others saw the cultural 
appropriation as a neutral or even 
positive part of the event, creating 
opportunities for further conversa-
tion. 

Madeleine Kearns, writing for The 
Spectator, a UK publication, said 
that Catholics ‘can cope’ with cul-
tural appropriation, and that being 
offended by it is a “counter-
productive, ideological dead-end; a 
festival of victim culture. As far as 
I’m concerned, if people want to 
dress up as the Pope, or drape ro-
sary beads over their car mirrors — 
why ever not? It starts a conversa-
tion about a culture I’m proud of.” 

Eloise Blondiau, writing for Amer-
ica magazine, said that “If nothing 
else, the theme of this year’s exhi-
bition and gala shows a willingness 
to engage with religion that is 
healthy and promising in a climate 
where polarization is rife.” 

While the event was organized in 
cooperation with the Vatican, Car-
dinal Timothy Dolan of New York 
was one of a few prelates in atten-
dance, joking later that Rihanna 
borrowed her mitre from him. 

Dolan later told Sirius XM’s The 
Catholic Channel that his personal 
interest in the event was not for 
the fashion, but for the chance to 
engage with people about the 
Catholic faith. “A number of people 
came up and spoke about their 
Catholic upbringing and things they 
remembered and it was a powerful 
evening.” 

Outreach or outrage: Catholics 
react to Met Gala fashion 

Rihanna’s Mitre at the Met 

Madonna arrived in a black Gaultier gown with     
cut-out cross and a fishnet mantilla  

 

Well, I can speak fourteen 
languages... But no one 
will give me Fire Insurance! 

May 26th:  Saint Philip Neri 


