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Sunday March 4th   
08:30hrs - Mass at Holy Spirit 

Tuesday March 6th 
09:00hrs – Presbyteral Council Meeting 
17:30hrs – Meeting with Laudato Si Core Group 

Wednesday March 7th   
17.30hrs – Reconciliation at Holy Rosary 

Sunday March 11th   
08:00hrs – Pilgrimage to ECD 
13:00hrs – Bible Quiz - Finals 
 
 
  

 Francis Alleyne OSB  

Bishop’s Engagements 

Catholic Youth to  
examine realities of 
Caribbean family life  

Fr Malcolm Rodrigues SJ  is thanked for his many 
years of service to the community at Hosororo. 

Some 1,700 youth delegates 
between ages 16–35 are    
expected to attend the 6

th
 

A tilles Bishops  Co fe e e 
Youth Assembly (AECYA) in 
Fort-de France, Martinique 
from July 10–23.  

The chosen theme, Youth 
Transforming the Caribbean 
Family, is influenced by Pope 
F a is  Amoris Laetitia. Thus 
far, 19 dioceses, including the 
Archdiocese of Port of Spain, 
have confirmed their atten-
dance. 

A o is laetitia, O  Lo e i  
the Fa il , is the do u e t 
written by Pope Francis at the 
end of two back-to-back 
meetings of global Catholic 
bishops at the Vatican in 2014 
and 2015. The Latin title 
t a slates i  E glish as The 
Jo  of Lo e.  

The assembly forms part of 
the AEC Youth Co issio s 
five-year plan for the          
renewal of family life in the 
Caribbean. It builds on foun-
dation set at AECYA 2015. 

An AECYA 2018 Bulletin, 
dated April 1, 2017, said that 
it is the dream of the AEC  
Secretariat that there be a 
significant presence of clergy 
and religious—at least one 
priest and one religious from 
each diocese at the assembly.  

Registration began April 1, 
2017 and ends April 30, 2018. 

A memo to all (Arch)Diocesan 
youth leaders from 
Archbishop Kenneth Richards 
of Kingston, Jamaica,       
Chairman, AEC Youth       
Commission said that in order 
for Catholic youth and young 
adults to become agents of 
remedial action and to change 
the realities that undermine 
the integrity of marriage and   
family life, a conversation and 
assessment of the present 
reality is important. 

He e, the app oa h ill  
i ol e u de sta di g God s 
plan as outlined in Scripture, 
as interpreted by the       
teachings of the Church;    
reflection (please turn to p2) 

Feast day and farewell at Hosororo 
From Father Amar Bage SJ 

February 11th is an important day for the          
Hosororo Catholic Church as it is dedicated to Our 
Lady of Lourdes. The community had good    
p epa atio  fo  it s feast da  ith o e a p a e s.    
People from different communities came to join 
in the celebration which they all enjoyed. All three 
priests - Fathers Malcolm, Stephen and Amar  
celebrated Holy Mass together. Fr. Amar, the    
parish priest of the Mabaruma Sub-Region in the 
North West who is based in Hosororo was the 
main celebrant. 

One good and beautiful thing of the people here is 
they love to come together on such occasions to 
join in celebration. We pray that people may    
continue in the spirit of unity and grow in the faith 
and love of Jesus Our Lord to praise and  worship 
together with one heart and one mind.  

(please turn to page 7) 
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In many countries, February marks     
Catholic Press Month, a time to celebrate 
and support journalism that provides solid 
news coverage and commentary             
independent of the vitriol of many secular 
media outlets. 

Journalism, at its best, is a crucial vehicle 
for communication, which is essential to 
civilization. 

In his message for World Communications 
Day 2018, Pope Francis says 
Co u i atio  is pa t of God s pla  fo  

us and an essential way to experience    
fello ship.  He eleased his essage Ja . 
24, the Feast of St. Francis de Sales, the 
patron saint of journalists. World Day of 
Communications will be celebrated May 13 
at the Vatican and in dioceses around the 
world. 

The the e of the Hol  Fathe s essage — 
The t uth ill set ou f ee. Fake Ne s a d 

jou alis  fo  pea e  speaks to a o e  
about the spread of fake news and its con-
sequences for the world in which we live. 
The experience of fellowship certainly 
seems to be in jeopardy because of it. 

The Hol  Fathe  defi es fake e s as the 
spreading of disinformation online or in 
the traditional media. It has to do with 
false information based on non-existent or 
distorted data meant to deceive and ma-
nipulate the reader. Spreading fake news 
can serve to advance specific goals, influ-
ence political decisions, and serve eco-

o i  i te ests.  No ou t  i  the o ld 
is immune. Fake news spreads like a conta-
gion, and weakens our democracy — as do 
attacks on journalists. It is a worrisome 
sign that only about a quarter of         
Americans have a great deal or quite a lot 
of trust in traditional media, while more 
than a third have very little or no trust. 

The problem is rooted in an unwillingness 
of media consumers to read or listen to 
othe  sou es of i fo atio  that ould 

effectively challenge prejudices and        
ge e ate o st u ti e dialogue,  Pope 
Francis observes. Consumers choose their 
news sources based on their point of view, 
shrinking their worldview and their        
empathy with the other. 

Fake news is not new; in the story of Adam 
and Eve, Eve was deceived by the snake in 
the Garden of Eden, as Pope Francis points 
out. Ou  task is to u ask hat ould e 
alled s ake-ta ti s,  the lies ooted i  a 
thi st fo  po e , a desi e to possess a d 

e jo ….  

People eed to e taught ho  to dis e , 
evaluate and understand our deepest    
desires and inclinations, lest we lose sight 
of what is good and yield to every        
te ptatio ,  the Hol  Fathe  sa s. We 
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discover and rediscover the truth 
when we experience it within our-
selves in the loyalty and trustworthi-

ess of the O e ho lo es us.  

Nothing is truthful that demonizes 
others, the pope says. We recognize 
the truth of statements from their 
fruits. He urges us to promote a 
jou alis  of pea e  that is t uthful 

and opposed to falsehoods, rhetorical 
slogans, and sensational headlines. A 
journalism created by people and for 

people, one that is at the service of 
all, especially those — and they are 
the majority in our world — who 
ha e o oi e.  

Good journalism exists — and it     
fosters communication, rather than 
impedes it. Good journalism is an  
a tidote to the sp ead of a oga e 
a d hat ed  foste ed  fake e s.  
Good journalism requires all of us to 
be active listeners and readers. 
We e got to e illi g to liste  to 

other sources besides those we    
t pi all  liste  to o  ead. We e got 
to be willing to have a relationship 

ith othe s … e e  those e d athe  
avoid because of their viewpoint. We 
need to read a variety of materials 
about current events and world     
affairs, to avoid becoming self         
absorbed, to be able to empathize 
with the joys and struggles of our  
fellow human beings.  

(From the Catholic Messenger) 

Dear Editor, 

A few decades ago many Guyanese 
sought and were granted asylum on 
arrival in Canada and other foreign 
countries. As far as I can remember 
most of them successfully claimed 
that they were escaping poverty 
along with a number of factors     
including political persecution and 

race. Many foreign countries        
became broadly sympathetic to their 
plight and their search for better 
conditions and opportunities. 

This is why it saddens me to see the 
way in which we treat our brothers 
and sisters who come here to escape 
the hardship they are experiencing 
in neighboring Venezuela. We drag 
them before our courts, we jail 
them, we fine them, we send them 
back. 

As the Catholic Standard has         
reported several times recently the 
leadership of the Catholic church in 

Venezuela has been frequently 
speaking out against the graft and 
socialist mismanagement that have 
transformed that beautiful country 
from one of the breadbaskets of 
Latin America into a basket case. 

One Venezuelan bishop recently 
spoke a out the o upt plague  
that has forced thousands to dig 
th ough the t ash looki g fo       

ga age to satisf  thei  hu ge .  

Perhaps it is time for Christian lead-
ers in Guyana to also join in this call. 

Gordon Stuart  

Guyanese also fled hardship 

EDITORIAL 

Fake News 

Dear Editor, 

US President, Donald J Trump, has 
written to President David A Granger 
sa i g that the US alues Gu a a s 
o goi g o t i utio s to egio al 

security and look forward to working 
with you on the development of 

ou  atu al esou es . 
We know that our President has 
spared no effort in highlighting the 
Venezuelan threat at a number of 
local and international fora. 

But we remember also the CGX     
indignity of years ago when an oil 

exploration vessel under licence by 
Gu a a, as hased out of Gu a a s 
territorial waters by Surinamese gun 
boats. 

Now the US President himself says 
he is looking forward to working 
with Guyana on the development of 
our natural resources. 

This should give much comfort to 
Gu a a s e e gi g oil a d gas     
sector given that Venezuela initially 
claimed the area in which our oil 
was discovered in 2016. 

Has Venezuela already received a 
strong message regarding their    
atte pt to la  lai  to Gu a a s oil 
discoveries? 

Ho e e , Ve ezuela s oil ese es 
are said to be in excess of 100 billion 

a els hile Gu a a s at the o-
ment are said to be just three billion. 

I wonder what would happen if the 
political situation in Venezuela 
changed drastically in a direction 
that suited and favored the United 
States? 

Curious Catholic 

US looks forward to helping Guyana? 

on personal and vicarious               
experiences of marriage and family 
life; and making use of information 
gathe ed f o  esea h.  

Each diocese has been assigned a 
chapter of Amoris Laetitia to explore; 
they will then prepare a presentation 
of 7–10 minutes in their preferred 
format. 

The assignment for each diocese: 

Ch 1–Archdiocese of Kingston;      
Diocese of Cayenne, French Guiana 

Ch 2–Diocese of Mandeville, Jamaica; 
Diocese of Paramaribo, Suriname; 
Missio Sui Juris, Turks and Caicos   
Islands 

Ch 3–Archdiocese of Castries,            
St        Lu ia; Dio ese of St Geo ge s-
in-Grenada 

Ch 4–Dio ese of St Joh s,           
Basseterre; Diocese of Kingstown,     

St      Vincent and the Grenadines; 
Missio Sui Juris, Cayman Islands 

Ch 5–Diocese of Roseau, Dominica; 
Diocese of Belize City and Belmopan; 
Diocese of Montego Bay, Jamaica 

Ch 6–Archdiocese of Port of Spain; 
Diocese of Georgetown, Guyana 

Ch 7–Diocese of Willemstad,        
Curaçao; Diocese of Bridgetown,   
Barbados 

Ch 8–Archdiocese of Nassau, Baha-
mas; Diocese of Hamilton, Bermuda 

Ch 9–Archdiocese of Fort de France, 
Martinique; Diocese of Basseterre 
and Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadeloupe. 

AECYA logo 
A logo submitted by the Archdiocese 
of Fort-de-France has been selected 
as AECYA 8 s offi ial logo.          
Description: The human figure    
represents the Youth of the           

Caribbean. Its position, in motion, 
with hand extended to the cross,   
inspire change (decision and action). 
The gaze of the figure is constantly 
turned towards Christ who leads and 
accompanies the youth. The cross 
represents Christ, without whom 
change would not be foreseeable. 
The slender shape of the cross        
expresses our desire to raise it ever 
more, but it also represents Christ 
who attracts us, leads us and         
provides us with the means to      
demonstrate our faith. The water 
(represented by the blue shape), and 
the palms, both constitute elements 
that embrace the representation      
of the Caribbean. Shapes retain         
momentum and motion, which are 
recurrent in all the other              
components of the logo. 

Catholic Youth to  examine realities 
of Caribbean family life (From Front Page) 
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Saturday March 3rd 
Echoes Plus Programme for   
Catechists 
The Echoes Plus Programme will be 
done at Our Lady of the Mount, 
Meadow Bank, starting March 3rd, 
between 13:00 and 16:00 hrs. All 
catechists are welcome. 

Mon. March 5th  to Friday 9th  
La Parfaite Harmonie Mission 
All are invited to Our Lady of         
Confidence Church, La Parfaite    
Harmonie, for a Mission from     
Monday, March 5th  to Friday March 
9th. There will be Adoration at 7:00 
am; Catechism for Adults, &          
Child e s a d Youth Missio  at 
3:00pm; Rosary procession at 
5:00pm and Holy Mass and campfire 
at 5:30 pm each day. 

Sunday March 11th 
Bible Quiz Finals 
All are invited to the Finals of the 
Bible Quiz on Sunday March 11th, 
from 1:00 pm at the Marian       
Academy Auditorium.  

Sunday March 18th 
Berbice Lenten Pilgrimage 
Berbice parishes will be gathering for 
their annual Lenten Pilgrimage at 
Black Bush Polder on  Sunday March 
18th at 9.00a.m. 

Saturday May 5th 
Camp Kayuka Fun Day 
The Diocese will be holding a Family 
Fun Day at Camp Kayuka, on         
Saturday May 5th, a public holiday. 
More details will be provided later. 

 
Please let us know of upcoming events  
by emailing us at: catholicstan-
dardgy@gmail.com  under the heading 
Upcoming Events  or call 226-2192 

Upcoming Events 

THE LONG-RUNNING crisis in Vene-
zuela, which has undergone a catas-
trophic economic collapse even as its 
authoritarian regime has consolidated 
power, has now spread across its    
borders. The president of neighboring 
Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos, said 
last eek that his ou t s ost   
serious problem could be the mass 
influx of desperate Venezuelan     
refugees: More than 600,000 are now 
in the country, and thousands more 
are arriving every day. Tens of      
thousands of Venezuelans have 
swamped the Brazilian Amazon city of 
Boa Vista, 140 miles from the border. 
More than 60,000 have asylum       
appeals pending in the United States. 

This human outflow, which the United 
Nations says amounts to more than 
1.1 million people, is the largest dis-

placement of people in Latin Ameri-
a  histo . But Ve ezuela s efugees 

are attracting far less attention or in-
ternational aid than those fleeing 
Burma or Syria. That needs to change. 

The reason for the exodus is simple: 
Once proud citizens of the richest   
nation in Latin America, Venezuelans 
now are starving. A social survey     
released this week showed that more 
than 90 percent say they do not have 
the means to buy sufficient food, and 
61 percent say they go to bed hungry. 
Though it o t ols the o ld s la gest 
oil reserves, the regime founded by 
Hugo Chávez has wrecked not just oil 
production but the economy as a 
whole, leaving stores empty of food 
and hospitals deprived even of     
common medicines. Inflation is sky-
rocketing above the 2017 rate of 

2,600 percent, and rampant homicide 
has made Caracas one of the most 
dangerous cities in the world. 

Compounding the crisis is the refusal 
of the Chavista government, now 
headed by Nicolás Maduro, to accept 
humanitarian aid, which it describes 
as a means for foreign invasion. 
Rather than take basic steps to feed 
people or stabilize the economy, Mr. 
Maduro, steered by Cuban advisers, is 
preparing to stage a rigged election 
for every office in the country in April, 
which would allow for the elimination 
of all formal political opposition.      
The regime already put down a       
pro-democracy uprising last year with 
mass repression that led to more than 
120 deaths. 

Ve ezuela s oppositio  oalitio      
a ou ed it ill o ott this ea s 
presidential ballot, saying that in its 
current form the vote will be neither 
free nor fair. 

The Ap il  ote a ou ts to o l  a 
fraudulent and illegal simulation of a 
p eside tial ele tio ,  A gel O opeza, 
the allia e s politi al oo di ato , 
told epo te s i  Ca a as. We a t 
to compete in elections -- we are   
democrats -- ut i  lea  ele tio s.  

Without the participation of the     
Democratic Unity Roundtable, or 
MUD as it s k o   its Spa ish    
acronym, President Nicolas Maduro is 
set to capture another six-year term,       
despite widespread criticism the snap 
vote will lack legitimacy. Still, the    
ruling socialists have not been swayed 
by international outcry or even 
threats of additional sanctions, and 
are now considering bringing forward 
National Assembly elections, cutting 
the current congressional term short 
by two years. 

South America’s worst-ever 
refugee crisis: Venezuelans 

MODERN OPTICAL SERVICE 

316 Middle St., N/C/Burg,  

Tel. 226-1082 
For modern designed frames, glasses,    

plastic  and photochromatic  lens 

 JOHN’S GARDENING SERVICES 
We do Weeding, Mowing, clearing 
leaves, watering plants & landscaping 

 

“We offer the 
best service” 

CONTACT JOHN: 

698-6276 

 

M.K & E ELECTRICAL 
& VARIETY STORE 

DEALERS IN ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL 
MATERIALS 

85 POLLYDORE (DURBAN) ST, LODGE, G/TOWN 

TEL/FAX: 231-8430 
 mke.electrical _variety_store@yahoo.com 

Venezuelan citizens cross the Simon Bolivar International Bridge to Colombia. 
(George Castellanos/AFP/Getty Images) 
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This much has been experienced and 
is known: knives and stabbings; 
gangs and disorder; and parents and 
teachers (assaulted). There is open 
hostility, sharp aggression, and occa-
sional violence directed at peers, 
rivals, perceived enemies, educators 
themselves, and those who disagree 
or seek to thwart.   

In some schools in Guyana, all of this 
is present to some degree at one 
time or another.  It is a far cry from 
dadd s lea i g e pe ie e, e e  
our own. 

In some instances, too many, there 
is intimidation and fear prevailing in 
some institutions.  Teachers and  
students have expressed alarm and 
stoic resignation.  It is what it is, and 
best managed artfully, or avoided 
altogether.  In the interests of clarity 
and balance, this much has to be 
said here before proceeding further: 
some institutions only; some level of 
threatening disruptive behavior in-
terferes with learning, growing, and 
enjoying the once innocence (now 
long gone) of youth and school, 
hopes and dreams, and plans and 
preparations. 

Though it may only be a matter of 
scale and degree, the title question 
still insists upon an answer; or at the 
very least some attempt at a frank 
and unflinching review.  The ques-
tion is presented once again:  can it 
happe  he e?  The it  i  that i -
quiry is gun violence, gun mayhem in 
local schools along the lines seen 
overseas, with Marjory Stoneham 
Douglas High School in Florida being 
the latest terrifying example. 

For starters, the guns are around; 
they are many, and they are just as 
sophisticated and death-dealing.  
One here and another there have 
been taken to class for the thrill of 
display, and the admiration and awe 
of fellows; in sum an unthinking boy-
hood prank. Thankfully that was all 
there appeared to be in what could 
have led to accident, experimenta-
tion, or considerably worse, as in the 
unmanageable. So far the imple-
ments of violence in backpack have 
not been loaded, or aimed, or fired; 
but that does not lessen the flinch-
ing, or provide any comfort. 

On the other hand, in view of some 
gang existence in some schools, 
maybe still undetected and unre-
ported firearms presence in those 
institutions is not so haphazard or 
absent, as is believed.  Maybe (just 
maybe) it was to send a message:  
Do t ess ith e.  O : at h out!  
Or:  This is real and for you!  There is 
some discomfort in thinking that 
such situations could represent the 
stretch of going too far.  Up until 
now, there has been calm and quiet, 
relatively speaking. 

In addition, there are no metal     
detectors in local schools. Yet.  There 
is neither the sacred right to bear 

By GHK Lall 

A Christian Perspective 
on Social Issues 

Can it 
happen 
here….? 

Edwards & Co.  
Accountancy and Tax 

Consultancy 
We provide the following services: 

 Tax Compliances 
 Payroll services and NIS Remittance 

and Calculations 
 Issuing and Renewal of Work Permits 
 Bank Proposals 
 Consultations 
 Preparation of Income, Property and 

Corporation Tax Forms 
 VAT Calculations and Filing 

321 East Street, N/C/Burg 

Tel: 226-6592, 643-8833, 645-8539 

Email: johnedwards10@live.com  

 

NOTICE 
 

St Joseph Mercy Hospital 
 

School of Nursing entry require-
ments for self-sponsored and      
company sponsored persons         
desirous of being trained for the 
Registered Nurse Program at SJMH 
commencing September 2018. 

 

Admission Requirements: 

AGE: 18 ½ to 35 years of age 
 

QUALIFICATION: 

. Must have completed at least 5  
subjects at CXC General Certificate 
of Examination in no more than 2 
(two) sittings with a grade of 1, 2, or  
3 (Grades 1 & 2 are preferable) 

. The following CXC subjects are     
required 

 . English Language A 

 . Mathematics 

. Science (Only Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Human and Social Biology 
or Integrated Science are accepted.) 

For entry to the Nursing School    
candidates are also required to be 
successful at the School’s inter ie s, 
aptitude test and medicals.  
 

Kindly call 223-5450 / 225-4841 for 
further clarification. 

Send application to: 

Human Resources Manager 

St Joseph Mercy Hospital 

130-132 Parade Street 

Kingston, Georgetown, Guyana. 
 

CLOSING DATE: MARCH 31, 2018 

arms by adults, nor the legal empow-
erment for teens to accumulate a 
stockpile of high-powered killing in-
struments. Parents might be irrespon-
sible (and they are); or criminally    
immersed (that too); but they are not 
that irresponsible or so criminally   
inclined in Guyana that they laud and 
encourage (as well as condone, train, 
and indoctrinate) their still immature 
offspring to be exposed to a culture 
that kills so many up north, and to a 
mindset that possession of guns is the 
biggest ambition in life. 

Having said so, it has to be recognized 
that locals are copycats.  Life in Guy-
ana indicates a growing embedded 
gun culture, and pervasive gun vio-
lence reigns in this stricken society.  
But the freedom and ignorance and, 
possibly, deliberate distancing, as 
practiced by parents in America is still 
to take a stranglehold in the domestic 
environment.  The same can be said 
with some strength with regards to 
local institutions of learning.  Never-
theless, the e is app ehe sio …. 
There is apprehension that one child 
with access to one gun can pull one 
trigger one time in one school leading 
to one victim; a dead one, or a num-
ber of them. Motive would be moot.  
But that unthinkable, fear-inducing 
moment can happen here. 

There is great difficulty and psychic 
resistance (if not denial) that the mass 
mayhem of Columbine, Sandy Hook, 
and now Stoneman Douglas could 
happen here. Because of the conver-
gence of circumstances (guns and 
gangs), the boiler of hot-blooded 
emotions (indiscipline, recklessness, 
depraved indifference), there can be 
trouble here. Remember: scale and 
degree. Remember also: availability 
and a not-so-controlled environment.  
The tools are there; all that it is      
required is a snap. 
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O 
ur First Reading from the 
Old Testament Book of   
Exodus presents the Ten 
Commandments, as God 

gave them to Moses. The Command-
ments also appear in the Book of Deu-
teronomy (Chapter 5; verses 6-21). 
The Commandments are reaffirmed in 
the New Testament by Jesus Himself 
and especially in the Gospel of John. 

The Ten Commandments are also 
alled the De alogue,  hi h ea s 

lite all  te  o ds.  A o di g to the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
#  God e ealed these te  

o ds  to His people o  the hol  
ou tai . The  e e itte  ith the 

fi ge  of God.  The  a e p e-eminently 
the o ds of God  

At another point the Catechism forti-
fies the Co a d e ts  sa i g, …
f o  ge e atio  to ge e atio …the 
deposit  of o al tea hi g has ee  

handed on. Along with the Creed and 
the Our Father, the basis for cateche-
sis has traditionally been the Deca-
logue, which sets out the principles of 

o al life alid fo  all people.  #  

The Commandments are considered 
essential for spiritual good health and 

growth. They serve as the basis for 
Catholic social justice. A review of the 
Ten Commandments is a common 
type of examination of conscience   
before receiving the sacrament of 
Penance. 

As Lent draws to a close, it is             
important for each of us to go to     
confession and receive the sacrament 
of Penance. As part of that we may 
wish to look at our lives and how we 
live them through the holy words of 
the Ten Commandments.  

[http://www.catholicsteward.com/blog/ ] 

 

By: The Diocesan Stewardship 
Council of Guyana 

FIRST READING                       Exodus 20:1‑17 

The Law was given through Moses. 

God spoke all these o ds. He said, I a  the Lo d 
your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. 

You shall ha e o gods e ept e. 
You shall ot ake ou self a a ed i age o  a  

likeness of anything in heaven or on earth beneath 
or in the waters under the earth; you shall not bow 
down to them or serve them. For I, the Lord your 
God, a  a jealous God a d I pu ish the fathe s 
fault in the sons, the grandsons, and the great‑-
grandsons of those who hate me; but I show kind-
ness to thousands of those who love me and keep 
my commandments. 

You shall ot utte  the a e of the Lo d ou  God 
to misuse it, for the Lord will not leave unpunished 
the man who utters his name to misuse it. 

Re e e  the sa ath da  a d keep it hol . Fo  
six days you shall labour and do all your work, but 
on the seventh day is a sabbath for the Lord your 
God. You shall do no work that day, neither you nor 
your son nor your daughter nor your servants, men 
or women, nor your animals nor the stranger who 
lives with you. 

 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth and the sea and all that these hold, but on the 
seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord has 
blessed the sabbath day and made it sacred. 

Ho ou  ou  fathe  a d ou  othe  so that ou 
may have a long life in the land that the Lord your 
God has given to you. 

 You shall ot kill. 
You shall ot o it adulte . 

  You shall ot steal. 
  You shall ot ea  false it ess agai st ou  
neighbour. 

You shall ot o et ou  eigh ou 's house. You 
shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or his ser-
vants, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or 
a thi g that is his.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                         Psalm 18 

Resp. You, Lord have the message of eternal life. 

1. The law of the Lord is perfect, 
it revives the soul. 
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 
it gives wisdom to the simple.            Response 

2. The precepts of the Lord are right, 
 they gladden the heart. 
 The command of the Lord is clear, 
 it gives light to the eyes.                    Response 

3. The fear of the Lord is holy, 
 abiding for ever. 
 The decrees of the Lord are truth 
 and all of them just.                            Response 

4. They are more to be desired than gold, 
 than the purest of gold 
 and sweeter are they than honey, 
 than honey from the comb.               Response 
 

 

SECOND READING           1 Corinthians 1:22‑25 

Here we are preaching a crucified Christ, an         
obstacle to men, but to those who are called, the 
wisdom of God. 

And so, while the Jews demand miracles and the 
Greeks look for wisdom, here are we preaching a 
crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they 
cannot get over, to the pagans madness, but to 
those who have been called, whether they are Jews 
or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the       

isdo  of God. Fo  God s foolish ess is ise  tha  
hu a  isdo , a d God s eak ess is st o ge  
than human strength. 

 

 

GOSPEL                    John 2:13‑25 

Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up. 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people     
selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the 
money changers sitting at their counters there. 
Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them all 
out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well,       

s atte ed the o e  ha ge  oi s, k o ked thei  
tables over and said to the pigeon‑selle s, Take all 
this out of he e a d stop tu i g  Fathe s house 
i to a a ket.  The  his dis iples e e e ed the 
words of scriptures: Zeal for your house will devour 

e. The Je s i te e ed a d said, What sig  a  
ou sho  us to justif  hat ou ha e do e?  Jesus 

a s e ed, Dest o  this sa tua , a d i  th ee 
da s I ill aise it up.  The Je s eplied, It has 
taken forty‑six years to build this sanctuary: are you 
goi g to aise it up i  th ee da s?  But he as 
speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and 
when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples        
remembered that he had said this, and they        
believed the scripture and the words he had said. 

During his stay in Jerusalem from the Passover 
many believed in his name when they saw the signs 
that he gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not 
trust himself to them; he never needed evidence 
about any man; he could tell what a man had in 
him. 

In parishes celebrating the RCIA Scrutinies     
(on the Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of 
Lent), Year A Readings are used. 
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By Fr. Michael Barrow SJ 

 

Gospel      
Reflection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G 
entle Jesus meek 
and mild. . . . If 
that is how you 
think of our Lord, 
this Sunday's  
gospel will come 

as a bit of a shock. But first think 
for a moment what your own 
image of Jesus is. This is most 
important because it is how you 
see God.  Jesus is God in human 
terms. Hopefully the meek and 
mild image we had of Jesus 
when we were children has   
developed, so that the most 
striking thing we see in God 
made man is the sympathy and 
compassion he feels for people 
i  dist ess. While Ch ist s heal-
ing the sick and disabled is an 
expression of God's power, far 
more important is how he felt 
for them. God feels for us so 
deeply.  

But there is also a place for    
anger when faced with injustice 
and God can become angry.  
What had started in the Temple 
in Jerusalem as a service to help 
people who came to offer      
sacrifice to God, gradually 
turned into a money-making 
business more important than 
the sacrifice itself.  When Jesus 
saw that business and profit 
were taking over and money 
was being idolised and dethron-
ing God, he could not ignore it.  
His pity for the people being 
misled by their priests so        
angered Jesus that he could not 
remain silent at the harm that 
was being done. There are times 
when, like Jesus, we cannot 
keep silent and must rage at  
injustice. "First they turned on 
the gays but I did not speak out 

e ause I  ot ga . The  the  
turned on the immigrants, but I 
did not speak out because I'm 
not an immigrant. Then they 
came for the Muslims but I did 
not speak out because I'm not a 
Muslim. Then they came for me 
and there was no one left to 
speak out for me."   

US Bishops praise Christian       
witness of evangelist Billy Graham   

(CNA/EWTN News) Addressing youth 
around the globe, Pope Francis       
encouraged young people last  Thurs-
day to face their fears with discern-
ment and courage, looking to the 
Mother of God as their example. 

What a e ou  fea s? What o ies 
ou ost deepl ? A  u de l i g  fea  

that many of you have is that of not 
being loved, well-liked or accepted for 

ho ou a e,  Pope F a is said i  his 
Feb. 22 message, saying that many 
i se u ities a ise f o  a se se of i -
ade ua .  

Fo  us Ch istia s i  pa ti ula , fea  
must never have the last word but 
rather should be an occasion to make 
a  a t of faith i  God…a d i  life!  the 
Pope continued. 

Pope F a is  o ds o e ahead of 
the 33rd diocesan-level World Youth 
Day, which will take place March 25. 
This localized event is a preparation 
for the international World Youth Day, 
which is set to occur in Panama in 
2019. 

The diocesan World Youth Day also 
coincides with the Ordinary Assembly 
of the Synod of Bishops, which will 
dis uss the topi  of You g People, 
the Faith and Vocational Discern-

e t.  Pope F a is alled this a 
happ  oi ide e,  hi h ill pla e 

the gaze of the Church on young    
people. 

While many youth are ruled by their 
fea s a d hide ehi d asks a d 
false ide tities,  Pope F a is e ou -
aged young people to remember the 

o ds f o  S iptu e do ot e 
af aid,  hi h ha e ee  epeated 

365 times with different variation, as 
if to tell us that the Lord wants us to 
be free from fear, every day of the 

ea .  

I  o e ts he  dou ts a d fea s 
flood our hearts, discernment         

e o es e essa ,  the Hol  Fathe  
said, noting that it is also 
i dispe sa le he  sea hi g fo  

o e s o atio .  

While many see discernment as an 
individual process, Pope Francis said 
that it is rather an interior reflection 
o  ea h pe so s o atio , o  all 
f o  a o e.  P a e ful sile e a d 
dialogue with others, the Pope said, 
are necessary for the process of     
discernment. 

On this note, the Roman Pontiff 
pointed to the example of Mary and 
her witness of love despite her fears, 

hi h as full of old ess a d      
focused completely on the gift of 
self.  

Ma , like othe s i  the Sa ed    
Scriptures, trembles before the     

ste  of God s all, ho i  a        
moment places before her the        
immensity of his own plan and makes 
her feel all her smallness as a humble 

eatu e,  Pope F a is said, oti g 
her complete willingness even in the 
face of uncertainty. 

The fi st easo  ot to fea  is the fa t 
that God has called us by name. The 
a gel, God s esse ge , alled Ma  

 a e,  Pope F a is o ti ued, 
oti g that God has also alled ea h 

of ou  a e.  

The a gel s o ds to Ma  also i g 
true for youth today, the Pope said, 

noting that the all-knowing power of 
God will always sustain every individ-
ual, even amidst fear and darkness. 

The A gel s o ds des e d upo  ou  
human fears, dissolving them with the 
power of the Good News of which we 
are heralds: our life is not pure chance 
or a mere struggle for survival, rather 
each of us is a cherished story loved 

 God,  Pope F a is said. 
However, the Pope said that courage 
is also needed for the youths of today 
to address their fears and discern 
what God wants for them, just as 
Mary did. 

F o  the e tai t  that God s g a e 
is with us comes the strength to take 
courage in the present moment: the 
courage to carry forward what God 
asks of us here and now, and in every 
a ea of ou  li es,  the Hol  Fathe  
said. 

Encouraging young people to face 
their fears with faith, discernment, 
and courage while looking to Mary as 
an example, Pope Francis said that the 
universal Church awaits the gift that 
all youths have to offer in their unique 
personhood. 

Dea  ou g people, the Lo d, the 
Church, the world are waiting for your 
answer to the unique call that each 
o e e ei es i  this life!  the Pope 
said. 

As Wo ld Youth Da  i  Pa a a 
draws closer, I invite you to prepare 
yourselves for our gathering with the 
joy and enthusiasm of those who wish 
to participate in such a great adven-
tu e… do ou a ept the halle ge?  
 

(CNA/EWTN News) The evangelist Billy Graham died on 
Wednesday,  February 21st  at his home in Montreat, N.C. 
He was 99. 

Born in Charlotte, N.C., Graham was ordained a Southern 
Baptist minister in 1939. During his work in ministry, he 
wrote more than 30 books and conducted the annual Billy 
Graham Crusades until his retirement from active ministry 
in 2005. His last book, Where I Am: Heaven, Eternity, and 
Our Life Beyond the Now, was published in 2015. 

During his time in ministry, Graham insisted that his        
crusades and rallies be racially integrated, and was friends 

with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In 1981, Graham first met with St. John Paul II, who said 
that the t o e e othe s.  The  ould eet agai     
several times. When John Paul II died in 2005, Graham said 
he elie ed that the Pope had ee  the ost i flue tial 
voice for morality and peace in the world during the last 

 ea s,  a d p aised his st o g Catholi  faith  a d  
perseverance through his illnesses. 

P o i e t Catholi s ea ted ith sad ess to G aha s 
death, including Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York. In a 
statement on the archdiocesan website, Dolan wrote that 
while his family was Catholic, there was a level of respect 
fo  G aha s o k i  i gi g people to Ch ist. 
The e as o uestio  that the Dola s e e a Catholi  

family, firm in our faith, but in our household there was 
always respect and admiration for Billy Graham and the 

o k he as doi g to i g people to God,  said Dola . 
As a  histo ia ,  ad i atio  fo  hi  o l  g e  as I 

studied ou  atio s eligious past, a d a e to app e iate 
even more the tremendous role he played in the American 
evangelical movement.  May the Lord that Billy Graham 
loved so passionately now grant him eternal rest." 

Dola s se ti e t as e hoed  Catholi  He ald edito  
Da ia  Tho pso , ho p aised G aha s e olutio  o  
Catholi is . Tho pso  alled G aha  a fi e a , a    
po e ful fo e fo  good.   

Pope Francis to youth: face your 
fears with discernment, courage 
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Journeying with 
the Word of God 

 

MAKING THE WORD OF GOD YOUR OWN 

Step 1: Look at today’s Readings prayerfully. 
1st Reading: The Ten Commandments are a map 
of life given to a people who have a special          
relationship with God. 

2nd Reading: Paul preached a crucified Christ.  To 
some this makes no sense.  To others it was a sign 
of the wisdom and power of God. 

Gospel: By chasing the money-changers and     
sellers of animals for sacrifice out of the Temple, 
Jesus passed judgement on the Jewish system of 
worship. 

 Step 2: Applying the values of the Readings 
to your daily life. 
1. We do t keep the o a d e ts to ake God 

love us; we keep them because God loves us.  
Reflect on this statement.  What does it tell you? 

2. The Ten Commandments make a statement 
about God and his people. What do the         
Commandments tell you about God? 

3. Which one of the first three commandments 
about relationships between God and his people 
do you think is in need of being emphasised in 
toda s o ld? What a e the easo s fo  ou  
choice?  

4. Is there any wrong-doing happening around you 
that makes you angry? Is there any way you can 
change the situation without becoming angry 
like Jesus? 

 Step 3: Accepting the message of God’s         
Word in your life of faith. 

The purpose of God’s la  is ot to tie us do  ut 
to sho  us ho  to li e.  God’s la  is like a light i  
our darkness.  The Ten Commandments are good 
but the teaching we receive from Jesus goes much 
farther.  It is not just about avoiding wrong-doing 
but about getting involved in right-doing. Our   
o edie e to God’s la  ust ot e o ed y fear 
but by love. 

Step 4: Something to think & pray about 
1. Choose the commandment with which you feel 

you have the greatest difficulty.  Change its focus 
f o  hat ou should t do to hat ou should 
do and make it the basis of your personal action 
this coming week.  

2. Reflect on whether you sometimes do wrong 
without realising you are doing wrong and on 
how you can make the change. 

3. Pray that the Commandments will always be the 
cornerstone on which you base all your relation-
ships. 

[From: Journeying with the Word of God, The Religious 
Education Department, Diocese of Georgetown, Guyana ] 

Guyanese Anglican priest in Canada 
Jerome Khelawan receives award 

After 33 years of service as a priest of the Anglican Church of Canada, Guyanese-born Jerome Khelawan 
was last Sunday the recipient of an award from the Black Heritage of the Anglican Church as he enters 
retirement. Many Guyanese would remember Jerome as a diocesan priest of the Catholic Church who 
worked for many years in various parishes in and out of Georgetown. However he later discerned that 
his vocation lay with the Anglican church and joined that communion.  

On this feast day and in the 
midst of joyful celebration, we 
the people of this mission were 
sad as well because two          
energetic, loving and caring 
priests, Fr. Malcolm and Fr. 
Stephen who served the people 
of the North West for years were 
leaving them to be available for 
some other mission areas. 

The people were very grateful 
for their valuable service. 

Both were given many tokens of 
love and gratitude. 

In the picture we can see           
Fr. Malcolm on the stage where 
F . Ma lo s g a d othe  is   
giving words of appreciation for 
his loving service to the people    
particularly here in Hosororo. 

After the Mass, as the sign of 
their appreciation, people 
shared snacks and meals which 

everyone had generously       
contributed to. 

Miss Indra Chacon and team  
prepared the stage program 
which was very well presented 
and enjoyed by the gathering. 

At the end both Fr. Malcolm and 
Fr. Stephen encouraged the     
congregation to keep the faith 
alive and to work together as the 
loving children of God.  

 (CNA/EWTN News) The British 
government has said it will not 
overrule a Bermudian law 
passed last month which abol-
ishes same-sex marriage, less 
than a year after the institution 
was imposed by a court decision. 

Bermuda's parliament passed a 
bill in December 2017 which 
abolished same-sex marriage, 
and rather allowed both oppo-
site- and same-sex couples to 
form domestic partnerships. The 
Domestic Partnership Act was 
approved by Bermuda Governor 
John Rankin Feb. 7. 

The A t is i te ded to st ike a 
fair balance between two cur-
rently irreconcilable groups in 
Bermuda, by restating that mar-
riage must be between a male 
and a female while at the same 
time recognising and protecting 

the rights of same-se  ouples,  
said Bermudian home affairs 
minister Walton Brown. 

Be uda ill o ti ue to li e 
up to its well-earned reputation 
as a friendly and welcoming 
place, where all visitors, includ-
ing LGBT visitors, will continue to 
enjoy our beauty, our warm hos-
pitalit  a d i lusi e ultu e.  

In a 2016 referendum, Bermudi-
ans had voted against gay mar-
riage by 69 to 31 percent, but a 
May 2017 Supreme Court ruling 
legalized the practice. 

As a British Overseas Territory, 
Bermuda is a self-governing ter-
ritory under the jurisdiction of 
the United Kingdom. The British 
government is thus able to block 
Bermudian laws, but it was 
deemed inappropriate to do so. 

That ill has ee  de o ati-
cally passed by the Parliament of 
Bermuda, and our relationship 
with the overseas territories is 
based on partnership and re-
spect for their right to democ-
ratic self-go e e t,  said B it-
ish Prime Minister Theresa May. 

Eight same-sex marriages were 
contracted in Bermuda while the 
practice was legal, and they will 
continue to be recognized. 

Some proponents of gay mar-
riage have advocated a boycott 
of Bermuda over the new law, 
but others have argued it would 
counterproductive and would 
only harm same-sex persons in 
the territory. 

The Domestic Partnership Act 
2018 already faces legal         
challenges in the courts.  

Bermuda repeal of gay marriage to stand 

Left to right: Suffragan Bishop, Bishop Peter Fenty, Canon Jerome Khelawan, Suffragan Bishop, 
Bishop Riscylla Shaw, Mrs. Isabelle Khelawan, Diocesan Bishop,  Archbishop Colin Johnson, Connie 
Kendall (Black Anglicans Coordinating Committee member) 

Feast day and farewell at Hosororo (From Page 1) 
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March 4th: Third Sunday 
of Lent (B) 

"Destroy this sanctuary, and in 
three days I will raise it up." 

The Word This Week 
This week, in our journey through the 
Old Testament, we reach Covenant 
Number Three: and this is the big one 
- the Covenant with Moses at Sinai. 
The Ten Commandments are (or 
should be) familiar to us all: they form 
our side of the agreement with God - 
if we stick to these rules and         
o a ds, the  e a e t ul  God s 

people, and he is truly our God. If we 
ignore them, or break them, then we 
break the Covenant or relation-
ship.  The Temple was, for the people 
of Israel, the place that guaranteed 
the permanence of this Covenant - 
God dwelling with man. Jesus alerts 
us to the new Temple - himself - since 
he is the core of the New Covenant, 
God and Man in perfect unity. Only by 
the destruction of this new Temple, in 
his death, will he rise again as an  
eternal Temple, and the eternal   
guarantee of the New Covenant 
which we enjoy. 

Notes for Readers 
First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17. 

When reading a list, it is important to 
pause between individual items so 
that your listeners can assimilate 
them one by one. The list of          
commandments (whether you use the 
long or the short form - check with 
your priest) is no less the case: you 

should not just read this list, but    
solemnly proclaim it. These rules and 
laws, which governed the People of 
Israel, govern us still today, and it is 
important that the congregation have 
an opportunity to reflect on the Law 
of God. So speak solemnly, and 
slowly. Pause after each command-
ment, almost making sure that your 
liste e s ha e got it  efo e o i g 
on to the next. Be especially careful 

ith the sho t o es : You shall ot 
kill  a d so o . These ust e ead, if 
anything, more carefully than the  
others. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 22-25. 

The e is a se se of tops -tu  i  
this reading – Paul is not preaching to 
please people, or telling them want 
they want to hear, but almost         
e agge ati g the foolish ess  of his 
preaching to emphasise that it does 
not come from him, but from God. 
For this reason, you must emphasise 
the o d u ified  – and realise that 
this is the o sta le  o  the 

ad ess : just p ea hi g Ch ist 
would be fine, but a crucified Christ? 
This is a nice balanced reading, which 
you should be able to read powerfully 

ithout too u h effo t. It s o l  t o 
sentences (though the first is a bit 
lo g, so ould e it so e out loud  
practice). The reading can be neatly 
chopped up into the shorter phrases – 
just make sure you keep a sense of 
connection between them. Same 
something for the lovely paradox of 
the last sentence – it s a    
remarkable statement: imag-
ine for yourself      examples 
of hu a  isdo  a d 
hu a  st e gth , a d thi k 

of hat God s foolish ess  
must be like! 

 
March 11th: Fourth 
Sunday of Lent (B) 

"Laetare Sunday" 

The Word This Week 
There were two remarkable 
moments in the story of the 
Old Testament where God 
saved his people; one was in 
the escape from Egypt – e ll 
keep that for the Easter Vigil. 
The other was the end of 
their second exile, this time 
in Babylon, which we hear of 
today. Of course there was 
an even greater moment 
when God saved his people: 
the work of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God – and we hear 
Jesus tell Nicodemus about 
that toda . So toda s the e 
is sal atio : ut to u de -
sta d ei g sa ed , e ust 
ask What f o ?  Sa ed 
from slavery, from exile, from 

human enemies – these are all clear. 
But the last and greatest salvation 
brought by Jesus is harder to under-
stand: saved from sin and death. 
These threaten us as much as any 
other enemy, and our salvation in   
Jesus is as real as any other. 

Notes for Readers 
First Reading: 2 Chronicles 26:14-
16.19-23 
This is a short summary of a lot of his-
to ! The e a e th ee o e ts  i  
the reading: the description of the 
infidelity of the people; the attack of 
Nebuchadnezzar and the deportation 
to Babylon; the decree of Cyrus allow-
ing the people to go home. In prepar-
ing this reading you must consider 
how your tone will differ for each sec-
tion – certainly how will you move 
from the gloom of exile to the joy of 
return in the last two sections. In the 
first section, the reading emphasises 
that God keeps trying with his people 
– take this as your emphasis too. 
There could almost be a sense of sad-

ess he  the ath of the Lo d 
ose so high…  – God did not want to 

go so far. The middle section is the 
disaster: let your tone be slow and 
flat fo  this. Do t o  a out the 
ki g s a e – it s p o ou ed as it-
ten: Ne-byu-kad-NEZ-zar. Leave a 
longish pause after the word 
desolatio  at the e d of this pa a-

graph, before perking up for the 
happy ending – the story of salvation 
from exile. In the final paragraph, 

uild up to the jo ful Let hi  go up!  
This is indeed a happy ending for the 
people – think about what it means to 
be exiled from your own country and 
suddenly to be allowed to return: en-
ter into the story, so that your congre-
gation can be part of it too. The name 
of the king of Persia is pronounced Si-rus. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:4-10 
Since this weekend we are reflecting 
on Salvation, we have this short pas-
sage from Saint Paul to guide us. Here 
we see that our salvation in from the 
eternal enemies – sin and death. Paul 
emphasises that this ALL comes from 
God, and is in no way the fruit of our 
own efforts – it is not even simply the 
result of faith. It is a gift from God. To 
emphasise this passage correctly, 
head fo  the li e …it is  g a e that 
YOU ha e ee  sa ed th ough faith.  
and address it directly to the people 
sat in front of you. Everything either 
side of this line springs from it. We 
begin with a reminder of what Jesus 
did – this will lead to the Gospel read-
ing today, and also to our celebration 
of Easter in three weeks. The point of 
this eadi g is to st ess God s 
good ess to a ds us i  Ch ist Jesus.  

– e phasise the o d i fi itel . 
Paul stacks up the point in the second 
half of the reading, with the repeti-
tio  of it is … ot …  This uilds 
up to a o de ful ph ase, ou a e 
God s o k of a t , hi h ou should 
allow people a moment to think 
about!  
[From: Office for Liturgy of the Roman Catholic      
Diocese of Salford http://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk/ ] 

CORNER 

Proclaiming the 

Word of God 
Speak, Lord, your servant 
is listening: you have the 
message of eternal life 

-1Sam 3:9;Jn 6:68 
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[ NFC -  Sources: http://www.sdc.me.uk , http://www.catholickidsbulletin.com/,  http://www.sermons4kids.com ,   http://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk  & https://thekidsbulletin  ]    

Children’s Page 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear Boys and Girls, 

Today we are going to learn about a time 
he  Jesus did so e house lea i g .        

It was time for the annual Passover celebra-
tion, so Jesus travelled to Jerusalem. When 
he arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus went to the 
temple. He couldn't believe what he saw. 
Right there in the temple area he saw    
people who were selling cattle, sheep, and 
doves to be used as sacrifices in the temple. 
There were even tables set up where men 
were changing money so that people could 
pay their temple taxes. It looked more like a 
flea market than a house of worship. 

Jesus did not like what he saw. He was so   
angry that picked up a piece of rope, made 
a whip, and drove the cattle, sheep, and 
those who were selling them out of the 
temple. Next, he went to the money chang-
ers and turned their tables over, scattering 
coins all over the temple floor. To the ones 
who were selling the doves he said, "Get 
out of here! How dare you turn my Father's 
house into a market."  

As we think about Jesus cleansing the    
temple, we should also be reminded that 
there is some other cleaning that needs to 
be done. The  Bible tells us that we are the 
temple of God and that the Spirit of God 
lives in us. (1 Cor. 3:16) The season of Lent 
is a good time for us to look inside           
ourselves and see if there is anything in us 
that needs to be cleansed. Are there some 
areas of your life where you need to do 
some house cleaning?  

Father, help us to remember that we are 
your temple and that your Spirit lives in us. 
Help us to keep our lives clean and useful 
for service to you. In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen.  
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MODERN OPTICAL SERVICE 
316 Middle St., N/C/Burg,  

Tel# 226-1082     
For comprehensive eye examinations,  

contact  lenses and solutions 

FLEX GYM 
   Aerobics, 

Weight Training  

 

151 Thomas St. Kitty   
Tel: 226-7735 

 

118 Cowan St., Kingston, Georgetown 
patrickstaxi@yahoo.com 

226-8524, 226-6770, 
 223-5400, 225-6969 

TAXI SERVICE 
A Service You Can Trust 

Manager: 660-0018 

Taxi for all occasions - 24/7 Reliable Service  

General Services Offered 
For your every service need, includ-
ing: Computer repairs, Handyman 
services, A/C installation, Security 
Camera installation, Electricals, Fire 
Alarm installation and much more. 

Contact Roderick at (592)623-5906 

roderick.vansluytman@gmail.com 

This eek e d like to sha e a  a ti le 
a friend sent to us abut the uses of 
WD40.  

I had a neighbour who had bought a 
new van. Early one Sunday morning I 
saw that some vandal had spray 
painted red all around the sides of this 
white van.  He was very upset and was 
trying to work out what to do, proba-
bly nothing until Monday morning, 
since nothing was open.  Another 
neighbour came out and told him to 
get some WD-40 and clean it off.  It 
removed the unwanted paint beauti-
fully and did not harm the white paint 
that was on the van. 

WD-40 - how did someone work out it 
would do that?  'Water Displacement 
No.40'  The product began from a 
search for rust preventative solvent 
and degreaser to protect missile parts.  
WD-40 was created in 1953 by three 
technicians at the San Diego Rocket 
Chemical Company.  Its name comes 
from the project that was to find a 
'water displacement' compound.  They 
were successful with the fortieth for-
mulation, thus WD-'40'. 

Ken East (one of the original founders) 
says there is nothing in WD-40 that 
would hurt you.  It's the first thing that 
has ever cleaned that spotty shower 
screen.  If yours is plastic, it works just 
as well as on glass.  It's a miracle!  
Then try it on your cooker top .... Ka-
zamm!  It's now shinier than it's ever 
been.  You'll be amazed.  Here are 
some other uses: 
1. Protects silver from tarnishing. 
2. Removes road tar and grime from 
cars. 
3. Cleans and lubricates guitar strings. 
4. Gives floors that 'just-waxed' sheen 
without making them slippery. 
5. Keeps flies off cows. 
6. Restores and cleans blackboards. 
7. Removes lipstick stains. 
8. Loosens stubborn zips. 

9. Untangles jewellery chains. 
10. Removes stains from stainless steel 
sinks. 
11. Removes dirt and grime from the 
barbecue grill. 
12. Keeps ceramic garden pots from 
oxidizing. 
13. Removes tomato stains from clothing. 
14. Keeps glass shower screens free of 
water spots. 
15. Camouflages scratches in ceramic 
and marble floors. 
16. Keeps scissors working smoothly. 
17. Lubricates noisy door hinges on 
vehicles and doors in homes. 
18. It removes black scuff marks from 
the kitchen floor!  Use WD-40 for 
those nasty tar and scuff marks on 
flooring.  It doesn't seem to harm the 
finish and you won't have to scrub 
nearly as hard to get them off.  Just 
remember to open some windows if 
you have a lot of marks. 
19. Dead insects will eat away the fin-
ish on your car if not removed quickly!  
Use WD-40! 
20. Gives a children's playground gym 
slide a shine for a super fast slide. 
21. WD-40 is great for removing 
crayon from walls.  Spray on the mark 

and wipe with a clean rag. 
22. Also, if you've discovered that your 
teenage daughter has washed and 
dried a tube of lipstick with a load of 
laundry, saturate the lipstick spots 
with WD-40 and re-wash.  Presto!  The 
lipstick is gone! 
23. Lubricates tracks in sticking home 
windows and makes them easier to 
open. 
24. Spraying an umbrella stem makes 
it easier to open and close. 
25. Restores and cleans padded 
leather dashboards in vehicles, as well 
as vinyl bumpers. 
26. Restores and cleans roof racks on 
vehicles. 
27. Lubricates and stops squeaks in 
electric fans. 
28. Lubricates wheel sprockets on tri-
cycles, wagons, and bicycles for easy 
handling. 
29. Lubricates fan belts on washers 
and dryers and keeps them running 
smoothly. 
30. Keeps rust from forming on saws 
and saw blades, and other tools. 
31. Removes splattered grease on 
stove. 
32. Keeps bathroom mirror from fogging. 
33. Lubricates prosthetic limbs. 
34. Keeps pigeons off the balcony 
(they hate the smell). 
35. Removes all traces of duct tape. 
36. Folks even spray it on their arms, 
hands, and knees to relieve arthritis 
pain. 
37. WD-40 attracts fish.  Spray a little 
on live bait or lures and you will be 
catching the big one in no time.. 
38. Use it for insect bites.  It takes the 
sting away immediately and stops the 
itch.  
39. And for some reason ... spray it on 
your arthritic knee joints etc and it will 
ease them.  

PS. The basic ingredient is FISH OIL. 

 

A useful article 
about WD40  

By Chris & Noelma Lam 

 

Mind Puzzler Corner 
Our Last Brain Teaser was: 
I can sizzle like bacon,  
I am made with an egg,  
I have plenty of backbone, but 
lack a good leg,  
I peel layers like onions, but still 
remain whole,  
I can be long like a flagpole, yet 
fit in a hole.   
What am I? 

The answer: A snake.    
This Week’s Brai  Teaser: 
A woman shoots her husband, 
then holds him under water for 
five minutes.  Next, she hangs 
him.  He is very pleased with the 
results, and then they have a 
lovely dinner.  How can this be 
possible?  

Look for the answer next week  

ABRAMS PHOTO WORLD 
We specialize in: Video Recording, Video Edit-
ing, Digital photographs, Designing & Print-
ing, Laminating, Tent Rental and much more. 
Contact Romeo on Tel# (592) 643-4558. 

BECK WELDING MACHINING &   
MARINE PARTS REPAIR 

 

Specialists in:  
Re-grinding of Crankshafts 
Re-boring & re-sleeving of Engine Blocks 
Re-surfacing & fitting inserts in Engine Heads 
Repair and fabrication of machinery parts. 

3 Princess & Ketley Sts., Tel# 225-6272 

Handyman Service  
Any job handyman service available includ-
ing:- Tiling, plumbing, carpentry, painting,  
lock installation, joinery and repairs, the 
weeding of lawns and parapets, painting, 
cleaning of yards and drains. 
Contact: Jabaun at 693-9548 or Keron at 

617-2346 
Our prices match our service. We are   
willing to negotiate. 

TitBits   
- - This Week’s Refle tio : 
We found this Church Dictionary on the 
Internet. 
Amen: The only part of a prayer that 
everyone knows.  
Bulletin: Parish information, read only 
during the homily.  
Choir: A group of people whose singing al-
lows the rest of the congregation to lip-sync. 
Hymn: A song of praise, usually sung in a 
key three octaves higher than that of the 
congregation's range.  
Incense: Holy Smoke.  
Pew: A medieval torture device still 
found in most Churches.  
Ushers: The only people in the parish 
who "don't" know the seating capacity 
of a pew. 
Have a Great Week! 

- - This Week’s Bi le Questio : 
Q. The witness of God is greater than 
what? 

- - This Week’s Teaser: 

Q: Which side of a peacock have the 
most feathers? 

- - Today’s Bi le Verse: 
We have hope as an anchor for the soul. 
—Hebrews 6:19 

- - Today’s Marriage Tip: 
Keep Jesus s tea hi gs at the e te  of 
your marriage:  Be the first to forgive 
and the last to blame, and never go to 
sleep angry with each other. 

- - Humour:       
While waiting in the car for Dad to come 
out of the post office, Mom and little 
Joh  e e pla i g the ga e What 
does this a i al sa ?  
What does the at sa ?   Mo  asked.  
Meo , eo ,  said Joh   
What does the i die sa ?  Mo  asked.  
T eet, t eet,   said Joh   
What does the lio  sa ?  
Roaa  
A d hat does the s ake sa ?  

Mimicking his Sunday school teacher, 
Joh  eplied i  a si iste  oi e, Go 
ahead, ou a  eat the apple, it s ot 

ha ful.  

- - A Card Hallmark Would Never Print: 
Whe  ou die, I o t atte d the       
fu e al.  But I ll se d a i e lette  sa i g 
I approve of it. 

- - This Week’s Truis : 
Treat everyone with politeness, even 
those who are rude to you, not because 
they are nice but because you are. 
- - God says: You say: "It's impossible." 
God says: All things are possible. (Luke 
18:27) 

- - Actual Signs Around The World: 
In a Belgrade hotel elevator: 
To move the cabin, push button for 
wishing floor. If the cabin should enter 
more persons, each one should press a 
number of wishing floor. Driving is then 
going alphabetically by national order. 

- - Answer to Bible Question: 
The witness of men.  - see 1 John 5:9 
If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater; 

- - Answer to Teaser: 
The outside. 
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It is only an error of judgement to 
make a mistake, but it shows        
informityof character to adhere to it 
when discovered - Christian Bovee 

There are many persons whose days 
may be filled with a variety of activi-
ties including decision making and 
speaking – both informally and      
formally. For Public figures who hold 
high office, there would be their    
supporters and opposes; admirers 
and critics; friends and enemies; 
those who have confidence in them 
and those who are suspicious and 
distrust them.  

The utterances of such Officials may 
at times be controversial and in such 
a situation their statements are 
placed under the microscope.  But 
magnification does not necessarily 
lead to the revelation of truth or the 
removal of ambiguity in relation to 
interpretation. 

The subjectivity of the listeners, view-
ers and those interpreting state-
ments may be even further polarised 
by motives of defending, neutralising 
or attacking. 

This concept is well illustrated in the 
Courts.  A statement made by the 
accused may have a certain interpre-
tation by the Prosecutor but a differ-
ent meaning when explained by the 
Defence.  It is left for the Jurors to 
form their own conclusions which 
may differ, although they have lis-
tened to and have examined the 
same evidence.  

I  that eautiful Fil  Lo e Sto  the 
young lady advised her lover with 
deep hurt, emotion and sincerity that 
love means – never having to say 

ou e so .  That is the idea!  But i  
life it is often different. 

Many of us may have had cause to 
say I am sorry in differing circum-
stances.  We may have provoked the 
wrath of others.  This may have even 
happened in the sanctity of our 
homes, not addressing strangers but 
loved ones. 

The response and meaning of      
statements made will no doubt be 
influenced by the circumstances.  The 
utters mood, the context in which a 
statement is framed; whether         
impetuous or calculated and the    
image of the utter will affect both 
interpretation and reaction. 

MISTAKES 

 AN INCORRECT IDEA OR OPINION 
IS A MISTAKE! 

 SOMETHING WRONGLY DONE, 
WHETHER THROUGH IGNORANCE, 
MALICE OR INADVERTENCE IS A 
MISTAKE. 

With that definition, it is evident that 
there may be MISTAKES flourishing 
and surrounding us.  Many interest-
ing statements have been made on 
the subject of MISTAKES. 

John Pye Smith – An English Theolo-
gian stated: 

Exemption from mistake is not the 
privilege of morals; But when our 
mistakes are involuntary, we owe 
each other every candid considera-
tion; and the man who on discover-
ing his errors acknowledges and   
corrects them is scarcely less entitled 
to our esteem than if he had not 
erred . 
UNITY 

Notwithstanding the economic    
problems, we can take pride in the 
fact that over the past four years of 
our post-Independence period      
Guyanese have generally lived in 
peace and harmony. 

The diversity of culture has enriched 
our lives.  Inspite of political and 
ideological differences, Guyanese can 
make ever meaningful our National 
Slogan. 

ONE PEOPLE! ONE NATION!  ONE 
DESTINY! 

We need preserve this Unity which is 
absolutely necessary for the well    
being of our People and for Nation 
Building. 

IT IS CERTAINLY A MISTAKE FOR 
ANYONE TO MAKE STATEMENTS 
WHICH CAN CREATE RACIAL DISHAR-
MONY.  IT IS NO LESS A MISTAKE 
FOR ANYONE TO SIMILARLY CREATE 
RACIAL DISHARMONY IN REACTING 
TO ANY STATEMENT PERCEIVED TO 
BE HAVING A DEROGATORY RACIAL 
CONNOTATION. 

We must learn from past mistakes.  
Destructives flames should never be 
fanned, but extinguished.  In destroy-
ing the weeds in our garden, let us 
not destroy the crop and jeopardise 
the harvest. 

VICTIMITIS  

In his inspirational writings Robert 
Schuller advised: 

No one travels the road of life with-
out being affected by injustice at one 
time or another.  But the worst thing 
that can happen to you is develop 
VICTIMITIS, VICTIMITIS is carrying 
you grudge and nursing the hurts. 
This only producers a whole new 
batch of emotional demons to      
torment your soul. 

Resentment, anger, self-pity and 
even vengeance become a mixed-up 
recipe for messed-up feelings...... 

So don’t carry the Grudge, BURY IT . 
It will be a mistake, indeed a serious 
mistake for anyone, or any organisa-
tion to encourage, promote or toler-
ate any act which aims at creating or 
accentuating divisions in our society. 

I SHARE THE VIEW THAT THE PAST 
CANNOT BE CHANGED AND I        
HASTEN TO STATE THAT THE FUTURE 
IS IN OUR HANDS.  

Secure Parking at Parika 
Travelling to    
Bartica, Essequibo 
or beyond and 
need a secure 
place with        
reasonable rates, 
courteous service 
and amenities to 
leave your vehi-
cle? Then Barnes 
Secure Parking is 
for you. Park with 
us at 161 Public 
Road Parika,         
a sto e s th o  
from the Parika 
Stelling. 

Call us on  

624-6240 

 

THE FUTURE 
IS IN OUR 

HANDS 
Viewpoint 

by Vibert Parvatan 

Death Announcement 

The death is announced of Leon 
Lawrence Reis, father of Michelle 
Reis Bolin. He was an active    
member of the Church before   
emigrating in 1984. He was once a 
member of the Saint Vincent 
DePaul Society. 
He was born in Beterverwagting 
on 9/15/1935, and died on       
Tuesday, February 27th 2018. His 
funeral, followed by cremation, 
took place in Leander, Texas, USA 
on Thursday, March 1st. His final 
resting place will be in BV. 

Leon Lawrence Reis 

The family of the late John        
Anthony Douglas would like to 
extend our gratitude to His 
Lordship Bishop Francis         
Alleyne OSB and the Catholic 
community for their prayers, 
words of comfort and support 
received during this time of 
grief. We pray God's blessings 
to you all. 
John was laid to rest on Satur-
day,  February 24th at No. 53 
Village, Corentyne, Berbice. 

May his soul rest in peace! 

Thank You 

John  Anthony Douglas 

Reconciliation Services  

Wednesday March 7th 

—Holy Rosary @5:30pm  

Wednesday March 14th 

—Meadowbank @5:00pm  

Wednesday March 21st 

— St Teresa @5:30pm  

Chrism Mass: Tuesday, March 
27th at 5:00 pm at the Cathedral. 

Schedule   of 
Lenten       
Reconciliation  
Services for 
Georgetown  
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On the Lighter Side 

By Joshua Van-Sluytman 

Saint John the Baptist Parish in 
Plaisance was the leader in both 
the Junior and Senior Categories 
when Round 2 of the Annual Bible 
Quiz  completion  ended  last      
Sunday, February 25th. 

Over 60 young Catholic partici-
pants along with trainers, friends 
and  supporters  from  eleven      
parishes across the Diocese came 
together  last  Sunday  for  the     
second round of the 14

th
 Annual 

Bible Quiz competition. The event, 
which  was  organized  by  the      
Diocesan Youth Office, was held at 
Marian Academy.   

Participants are working through 
the Gospel of Mark which will be 
read at Mass for many of the   
Sundays and weekdays during this 
liturgical  year.  They  are  also  
studying sections of the Youth 
Catechism (YOUCAT) dealing with 
scripture and faith and learning 
some  of  our  scripture  based 
hymns.  The quiz aims to help 
young  Catholics  to  read  and         
reflect upon the Word of God in 
their lives.  

The event began with opening 
prayers  and  remarks  by  His     

Lordship Bishop Francis Alleyne 
OSB. Bishop Francis encouraged 
the teams to keep up the good 
work. He also indicated he was 
impressed with the level of work 
that the quiz team put together.  

The quiz material and questions 
were prepared by Brother Joel 
Thompson SJ. The questions were 
divided into various themes and 
each Parish had the opportunity 
to choose from: Life & Teachings 
of  Jesus,  Youcat,  Images  from 
Ma k s Gospel, People i  Ma k s 
Gospel and Hymns.  

Officials of the competition were: 
Justin Thompson as Team Coordi-
nator;  Sr.  Shelly  Jhetoo  OSU,       
Fr. Godfrey Veerasammy SJ and 
Meg  Eckart  as  Judges;  Joshua    
Van-Sluytman, Rosanne Sahai and 
Jenny Beharry as Quiz Master/
Mistresses; Johanna Ramsammy 
as Time Keeper and Lisa Brother-
son  as  Scorer.  The  invigilators 
were: Mario Narine, Dominique 
Marques,  Sahyra  Lewis,  Jude 
Holder, Jerome Payne and Kayann 
Ghanie. 

A total of ten parishes took part in 
the  Junior  Category.  From  a    

maximum  of  58  points,  their 
scores were as follows:- 

 St. John the Baptist (Plaisance) – 
56, Cathedral of The Immaculate 
Conception (Brickdam) – 55, St. 
Joseph,  the  Husband  of  Mary 
(Diamond)  –  54,  St.  Jerome 
(Supply) - , St. Pete s BV  – 50, 
Little Flower (Land of Canaan) – 
49, St. Teresa (Campbellville) – 44, 
Our Lady of Fatima (Robb St.) – 
44, St. Catherine (Kuru Kururu) – 
36 and Holy Rosary (Kitty) – 29. 

Four teams participated in the 
Senior  Category.  Out  of  a        
maximum 58 points the scores 
were:- St. John the Baptist – 56; 
St.  Joseph the Husband of Mary – 
54; St. Pius X -35, Our Lady of 
Fatima – 27. 

All teams will go through to the 
finals on Sunday March 11th, 2018 
at 1:00pm. A young adult category 
will be held on March 18th at the 
same venue.   

Congratulations to all those who 
participated and best wishes for 
the next round. We would like to 
thank all persons who worked to 
prepare their teams as well as 
those who came out to support 
them. God bless you all.  

Plaisance leads both 
groups in Bible Quiz 
….‘Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ’ – St. Jerome 

 

Saint of the Week  

Whe   fathe  i  his affe tio  fo  e as   
trying to turn me from my purpose by argu-
ments and thus weaken my faith, I said to 
hi , Do ou see this essel—waterpot or 
whatever it may be? Can it be called by any 
othe  a e tha  hat it is?  No,  he eplied. 
So also I a ot all self  a  othe  

name than what I am—a Ch istia .  So 
writes Perpetua, a young, well-educated     
noblewoman of Carthage in North Africa, 
mother of an infant son and chronicler of the 
persecution of the Christians by Emperor    
Septimius Severus.  

Despite threats of persecution and death,       
Perpetua, Felicity (a slavewoman and expec-
tant mother), and three companions, Revoca-
tus, Secundulus, and Saturninus, refused to 
renounce their Christian faith. For their        
unwillingness,  all were sent to the public 
games in the amphitheatre. There, Perpetua 
and  Felicity were  beheaded, and the others 
killed by beasts.  

In her diary, Perpetua describes her period of 
apti it : What a da  of ho o ! Te i le 

heat, owing to the crowds! Rough treatment 
by the soldiers! To crown all, I was tormented 
with anxiety for my baby... Such anxieties I 
suffered for many days, but I obtained leave 
for my baby to remain in the prison with me, 
and being relieved of my trouble and anxiety 
for him, I at once recovered my health, and 
my prison became a palace to me and I would 
athe  ha e ee  the e tha  a he e else.   

Two days before the execution, Felicity went 
into a painful labour. The guards made fun of 
her, insulting her by saying, "If you think you 
suffer now, how will stand it when you face 
the wild beasts?" Felicity answered them 
calmly, "Now I'm the one who is suffering, but 
in the arena Another will be in me suffering 
for me because I will be suffering for him." 
She gave birth to a healthy girl who was 
adopted and raised by one of the Christian 
women of Carthage. 

 

(CNS) -- A Brazilian court denied 
Regivaldo Pereira Galvao's request 
for a reduction in sentence for his 
conviction of masterminding the 
2005 killing of Sister Dorothy 
Stang, a U.S missionary. 

In 2010, Galvao was convicted and 
sentenced to 30 years in prison, 
but he was released in 2012 and 
allowed to remain free while     
appealing his sentence. The 
rancher was re-arrested in 2017. 

On Feb. 22, the court accepted the 

prosecutor's arguments that the 
sentence was appropriate, based 
on the evidence. 

This was the second time Galvao 
asked for a revision of his           
sentence, which had already been 
reduced from 30 to 25 years. 

Sister Dorothy, as she was known 
in Brazil, was a member of the   
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. 
She received international recogni-
tion as a crusader for the poor 
communities living in remote areas 

of the Amazon and for her collabo-
ration with the Brazilian bishops' 
Pastoral Land Commission. 

Sister Stang was shot several times 
in the chest and head in Anapu, 
Brazil, as she headed to meet gov-
ernment officials to discuss the 
demarcation of land for peasants. 

In addition to Galvao, four other 
men were arrested and convicted 
for her assassination; their        
sentences ranged from 17 to 30 
years. 

Brazilian court denies sentence         
reduction for Dorothy Stang assassin 

March 7th   

Saints 
Perpetua 
& Felicity 

Jesus clears the Temple 


