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 On May 5 at the Tor Vergata 
University in Rome and with more 
than 150,000 people present, Pope 
Francis celebrated the 50th anni-
versary of the Neocatechumenal 
Way in Rome. Together with the 
initiators of this charism, the Pope 
and the 135 countries represented 
by the number of people men-
tioned before, sung the Te Deum 
as a thanksgiving for the gift of 
this charism to the Church (as 
pointed by Benedict XVI in 2012), 
and the fruits it has produced all 
over the world. After the Te Deum 
was sung, Pope Francis sent more 
than 30 “Missio ad gentes,” that 
is, families with a large number of 
children who go to places where 
there is no longer a presence of 
the Church or where the Church 
is frail due to the rapid spread of 
secularization. Also some “Com-
munitates in missionem,” commu-
nities in mission that have reached 
the end of this Christian itinerary 
were sent to support some parish-
es in the peripheral areas of Rome.
 The Neocatechumenal Way is 
a Charism born during the 60’s in 
the slums of Madrid, the initators 
Kiko Arguello and Carmen Her-
nandez (+) began, without intend-
ing to, a Charism that has brought 
about the renewal of Vatican II to 
the parishes. The Way is a Post 
Baptismal catechumenate in order 
to rediscover the richness of our 
baptism. As Pope Paul VI said in 
an audience on May 8, 1974: “To 
live and foster this re-awakening 
is what you call a kind of ‘post 
baptism,’ which can renew in our 
contempopary Christian commu-
nities the effects of maturity and 
depth which were achieved in the 
early Church during the period of 
preparation before baptism… You 
do it afterwards. Whether ‘before’ 
or ‘after’ is secondary, I would 
say.”
 From Pope Paul VI to Pope 
Francis this Charism has always 
been supported by the succes-
sors of Peter. The presence of the 
Neocatechumenal Way in Belize 
began about 9 years ago; it is cur-
rently present in three parishes 
and one chapel in Belize. We were 
present at the event on May 5, rep-
resenting the Diocese of Belize-
Belmopan, a group of 19 people 
who witnessed and experienced 
the universality of the Church and 
the communion of saints through-
out this pilgrimage. We were wel-
comed in different cities of Italy 
by the brothers and sisters of the 
communities there. We went to 
Rome, Pompey, Naples, Porto San 
Giorgio, Assisi, Perugia and Bolo-
gna. We also attended the general 
audience of Pope Francis on May 
9 and had the opportunity to see 
the Pope not only once, but three 
times from at least 1 meter away.
 We see as a gift for the Church 
in Belize the presence of the Neo-
catechumenal Way since this 

A Gift for the Church
Charism promotes in a particular 
way the need for the New Evange-
lization, a word Saint John Paul II 
always used and which is found in 
many of the documents of Vatican 
II. We live in a secularize society 
today which promotes more and 
more a model of life where God is 
not to be found. As pointed out by 
our Bishop Most Rev. Lawrence 
Sydney Nicasio in his recent letter 
to the faithful, we live in a time 
where the heart of man needs to 
change because here in Belize 
we see the destruction of many 
families, an alarming increase in 
suicides, divorces, minor sexual 
abuses, drugs, etc., how to reach 
the modern man who does not 
want to listen anymore to moraliz-
ing sermons or speeches? how to 
reach to the young people - future 
of our society? how to reach those 
who don’t believe anymore in the 
presence of Christ in the Church?, 
etc. In this sense there are the dif-
ferent Charisms within our Catho-
lic Church in Belize that can help 
each with its own gift, and with 
the support of the parish priests, 
to give an answer to the particular 
problems posed by the seculariza-
tion we are experiencing in our 
country. The Neocatechumenal Way Team of Belize spent an afternoon at 

St. Peter’s Square along with Fr. Leo Palma on May 9, 2018.

Catholic Schools in the Cayo 
District Receive Free Education-
al Trip to Chetumal Courtesy of 
the Mexican Embassy

By Kenrick E. Francisco
May 16, 2018
 Students from both Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Roman Catholic 
High School in the City of Belmo-
pan and St. Joseph Roman Catho-
lic School in Cotton Tree Village, 
Cayo District were beneficiaries 
of a Free Educational Trip to the 
Planetario Yook’ol Kaab, Zoo 
(Zoologico Payo Obispo) and the 
Museum of Mayan Culture in Che-
tumal, Quintana Roo, Mexico.
 The trip was a reward from His 
Excellency Carlos Quesnel Melen-

Mexican Ambassador Rewards 
Belizean Students

Belizean students at the Zoologico Payo Obispo in Chetumal, 
Quintana Roo, Mexico.

News Release
May 14, 2018
 Five members of the Jesuits USA 
Central and Southern Province will be 
ordained to the priesthood this sum-
mer in two separate ordination litur-
gies. Jesuits W. Penn Dawson, Jason 
C. LaLonde, Michael J. Wegenka and 
David C. Paternostro will be ordained 
on Saturday, June 9, in St. Louis; Fer-
nando Luis Barreto Mercado will be 
ordained on Saturday, July 28, in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico.
 One of the new priests, Penn 

Five Jesuits of the USA Central and Southern 
Province to be Ordained to the Priesthood 

Dawson, S.J., will be assigned to 
minister in Belize starting this sum-
mer. Another, David Paternostro, S.J., 
served in Belize as part of his forma-
tion.
 The Most Reverend Terrence T. 
Prendergast, S.J., Archbishop of Ot-
tawa, will preside at the sacred liturgy 
of ordination at St. Francis Xavier 
College Church in St. Louis. The 
Most Reverend Roberto O. González 
Nieves, OFM, Archbishop of San 
Juan, will preside at the ordination 
at St. Ignatius Loyola Parish in San 

Juan.
 All five men have undergone ex-
tensive formation in the Society of Je-
sus, training that integrates spiritual, 
personal and professional develop-
ment. A Jesuit’s preparation for ordi-
nation can take anywhere from eight 
to 12 years. They are among 27 new 
Jesuit priests to be ordained in the 
United States and Canada this year. 
 W. Penn Dawson, S.J., a native 
of Tampa, attended the University of 
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The following Homily was delivered by Bish-
op Larry Nicasio at the end of the Annual 
Guadalupe Candlelight Procession held on 
Sunday, May 20, 2018.

 You think you have it bad/hard, think again! 
Many people do not have what they really need 
to survive in this life/world, here in Belize. For 
many, their share of this ‘pie’ call earth has been 
taken by others out of greed; out of selfishness.
 Everyday people worry about what will 
happen to them and their family tomorrow. At 
the same time, many people, in their poverty, 
have their priorities all wrong. These persons 
will spend their last penny on clothes or hair 
and ignore their basic need for food, just in the 
name of appearance, to impress others. In all of 
this, while you are concern about impressing 
others, other people suffer, children suffer.
 With our own eyes we see this happening 
everyday - the sad faces, the worried and anx-
ious faces. We see the advantage, the ‘chance’ 
taken of people who do not know better, who 
cannot talk for themselves. On top of all of this, 
we disrespect the precious gift of life God has 
given to us. We don’t even need to wait for a 
hurricane, or natural disaster to take life, we hu-
mans, our young people of Belize, easily shoot 
and kill with no kind of remorse.
 Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Mother 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Procession Homily

of God, Mother of the Church is always about 
responding to voices in need. There was the 

need for more wine at the wedding at Cana in 
Galilee. Our Lady cannot ‘stand,’ cannot bear 
to see people suffer unnecessarily. To the poor 
Aztec Indians in Mexico, she appeared allow-
ing them to see that she, the Mother of Jesus 
and their Mother hears their cry and that she 
is their hope and that she will never abandon 
them. Mary’s presence and her example of a 
faithful mother always points us to her Son who 
endorses and supports her commitment to us, to 
her people.
 We join in a procession this day in order 
to express our faith and trust in God, trust in 
his Mother. We don’t come to God if we do not 
believe in Him, or in his Mother. Our life is a 
wasted life, if we are unbelievers, if we have no 
faith in God; for a life without God is no kind of 
life at all.
 Miracles happen only for those who put 
their faith in God. Like his Mother, Mary, let 
our lives be a witness to Jesus’ presence in the 
world; his presence in Belize.
 I say, surrender all your cares to Him and He 
will take care of them. Surrender all your cares 
to her and she will take care of them.
 As we are about to enter the hurricane sea-
son, I want to urge you to a complete surrender 
to Him, through his Mother Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe. We pray: Lord, we surrender ourselves 
to you, take care of everything. Amen! Itara La!

 The Diocesan Pastoral Life Commission 
held its planning meeting on Saturday, April 28, 
2018. The purpose of this meeting was to reflect 
on the year that passed and plan for the upcom-
ing year.
 The meeting commenced with prayer. Fr. 
Noel Leslie, Chairman of the commission, re-
flected on the importance of the commission 
and the importance of each of the resource 
teams and the vital role of each ministry in the 
Church.
 Fr. Amelio Chi and Ruben Wong shared 
with the Commission the Pastoral Letter on 
Communications from the Bishop of the Antil-
les Episcopal Conference (AEC) of August 6, 
2017. This letter is titled: “NEW WAYS OF 
BEING CHURCH IN A DIGITAL MILIEU.” 
The meeting was updated on the Diocese’s in-
volvement in the Integrated Pastoral Commu-
nications Plan in which all the AEC countries 
are involved. The Diocese of Belize is now in 
the Implementation Phase and you should hear 
more about it as the plan progresses.
 The meeting then went into work sessions by 
Ministries. Each Resource team brainstormed 
ideas of specific services that they could offer 
for the year 2018-19. They discussed and iden-
tified what they saw as the greatest need of the 
parishes and focused on plans and projects that 
were practical and achievable.
 Below is the plan for each Resource Team.

ADULT FORMATION AND SPIRITUAL-
ITY TEAM:
-- Advent/Lent Prayer and Reflection will be 
continued and reflection material will continue 
to be issued;
-- Develop Guidelines for Bible Study to ad-
dress the lack of familiarity with the Bible and 
to encourage the reading of the Bible;
-- Plans to use a bible program developed by 
one of its members that is being used in San Ig-
nacio in schools to be introduced in the city;
-- Christ Renews His Parish retreats continues 
with additional emphasis to urge all parishes to 
participate and to urge participants to partici-
pate in Ministries in their Parishes.

News from the Diocesan Pastoral Life Commission
LAY MINISTRY TEAM:
-- Intend to develop an “Informational” card;
-- Develop pamphlet covering “Roles and Re-
sponsibilities;”
-- Reinstituting formal Training Program;
-- Facilitate Commissioning and Recommis-
sioning;
-- Identify the various ministries of Lay minis-
try.

LITURGY TEAM:
-- Follow up and distribute to participants of 
the Institute on the Initiation Sacraments infor-
mation and documents they were asking for, 
Guideline Materials;
-- Define a method of distribution and utiliza-
tion of these materials, do follow-up with the 
participants in Baptismal Preparation Program 
with Parents and Godparents;
-- Standardizing both Eucharistic and Confir-
mation Preparations;
-- Establish ways to encourage Communities to 
pick up the responsibility to help Catholic par-
ents to teach the faith to their children.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE TEAM: 
-- The Marriage Preparation Manuals produced 
by the team continues to be used in marriage 
preparation programs in all parishes;
-- Couples are trained to guide engaged couples 
using this manual;
-- Marriage Enrichments programs are made 
available at the Guadalupe Center;
-- Retreat facilitated yearly in June of each year;
Plans will be made for a “Nation Catholic Fam-
ily Week” for next year;
-- Designing a program to reach out to couples 
in Common Law Union;
-- Establishing a way to provide help to “Mar-
riages in Crisis.”

SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM:
-- Move on the Project of promulgating the very 
idea of Social Justice through the Social Me-
dia available, Christian Herald and Guadalupe 
Media;
-- Recruitment of more members for the Re-

source Team.

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM:
-- Roll out of the IPCP Implementation Phase 
(Youth Ministry as Pilot Project);
-- Social Media, Letter from Bishop Larry Nica-
sio to all principals in Catholic schools and all 
Parish Priests regarding Youth Ministry;
-- Production of a simple “Prayer Booklet for 
Youth;”
-- Seek ways to liaison with other Diocesan Pas-
toral life Commission Resource teams.
 The commission announces its plan to con-
duct a three day Bible Institute in November 
2018. Please look for further information on 
this.

A section of the participants at the planning 
meeting held on Saturd  ay, April 28.
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 John Paul II Junior College (JPIIJC) volun-
teered to serve in the Toledo District from Mon-
day, May 14 through Sunday, May 20. Students 
at the Liberal Arts College, located in Benque 
Viejo del Carmen, were the first students to 
serve as missionaries in Belize. 
 JPIIJC served with the Pallotine Sisters and 
Jesuit Priests, who have been in Belize for over 
100 years, in Punta Gorda. From Punta Gorda, 
students traveled to San Jose and worked to re-
furbish desks, help in classrooms, and provide a 
family with building materials for their home.  
 JPIIJC hopes to continue serving in the To-
ledo District through more trips in the future. 
The school awards Associates of Arts degrees 
in Liberal Arts, English, and Business Adminis-
tration. All students complete a core curriculum 
that includes Philosophy and Theology.  
 The college is currently accepting applica-
tions for the 2018-2019 school year.

John Paul II Junior College Serve in Toledo 

PHOTOS RIGHT AND BELOW: John Paul 
II Junior College Volunteers with a family 
from Toledo District.

Kindly note that our September 2018 issue will be coming out on the 1st 
weekend in September instead of the usual 2nd weekend.

We will resume with our normal 2nd weekend starting in October 2018.

Celebrating 70 years of Religious Life  
Sister Mary Jacinta Blanchard
 Sr. Mary Jacinta comes from a small, lov-
ing, and very devout family in New Iberia, 

Holy Family 
Sisters Celebrate 

Jubilees

Louisiana. The family wor-
shipped at St. Edward Catholic 
Church and Sister attended the 
parish elementary and second-
ary schools under the charge of 
the Sisters of the Blessed Sac-
rament. Her Christian forma-
tion enabled her to know and 
love God at an early age. She 
developed a deep love for the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and all things holy.
 As she matured, she desired to give her life 
totally to God and in service to others. It was 
due to her older brother’s wife’s sister-in-law’s 
sister, Sr. Gervase Blase, that she became ac-
quainted with the Sisters of the Holy Family. Sr. 
Gervase and one companion or another would 
come occasionally to visit the family.
 Sr. Jacinta has served in ministry as an edu-
cator in elementary schools throughout Louisi-
ana, as well as in Texas, Oklahoma, and British 
Honduras (now Belize), Central America.
 She is well loved by her former students for 
her gentle, kind, and loving demeanor. Sr. Ja-
cinta started a project to make each Sister in her 
congregation a rosary using the Job tear beads. 

continues on page 4
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She has not yet completed that task.
 In later years, Sister offered her services to 
do pastoral care at Lafon Nursing Facility of the 
Holy Family. Early in this endeavor, she became 
ill and was admitted as a resident. She continues 
to visit, pray with, encourage, and bring smiles 
to the residents at the facility.
 Sr. Jacinta says, “If you want to do some-
thing special for God, become a religious.”

Celebrating 70 years of Religious Life
Sister Joan Marie Alexander
 Sr. Joan Marie, although born in Lafayette, 
lived and was reared in New Orleans due to her 

=HOLY FAMILY
   (... from page 3)

family’s move when she was very 
young. The Alexander family at-
tended St. Joan of Arc Catholic 
Church, and she attended the par-
ish elementary school.
 As a young girl, she was in-
spired by the love and kindness 
witnessed by the Sisters of the 
Holy Family who taught her. She 
has in turn, spent her life dedicated to God by 
being a shining example of that same love, con-
cern, and kindness to the young students she has 
taught in many elementary schools. She contin-
ues that ministry today.
 Sister entered religious life in 1948 and says 
she is, “totally motivated by an undying love of 
God and service to others.” One of her favorite 
passages is Psalm 130:7, “Hope in the Lord; for 
with the Lord there is unfailing love.” She says, 
“All of my energy and strength comes from Je-
sus, who continues to inspire and energize me 
one day at a time.”

Celebrating 60 years of Religious Life  
Sister Rose Fatima Henry
 Sr. Rose Fatima was born and reared in 

Cankton, Louisiana. She comes 
from a large, loving, devout Cath-
olic family who worshipped at St. 
John Berchman Catholic Church 
in St. Landry Parish. Her vocation 
was nurtured by daily recitation 
of the rosary, her mother, who 
prayed that one of her daughters 

would become a Sister of the Holy Family, and 
her cousin Sr. Paschal Henry, who visited her 
home frequently and would say, “I am praying 
for you.” Sr. Paschal was always so very joyful.
 Sr. Rose Fatima says, “The Lord touched 
my heart at a very young age, and I said ‘Yes.’” 
She entered religious life in 1958 and gra-
ciously ministered to God’s people through 
devout prayer, loving concern and in the field 
of elementary education. She helped to form 
young minds and hearts in Texas at Holy Ro-
sary School, Galveston; Our Mother of Mercy, 
Houston; St. Joseph, Marshall; and in Louisiana 
at St. Raymond and St. Paul, New Orleans, and 
Holy Ghost in Marksville.
 Presently, she is sacristan at the Mother-
house of the Sisters of the Holy Family. Her 
piety and careful discharge of the tasks entrust-
ed to her care are, indeed, noteworthy. Sister’s 
message to others is, “God speaks to us, but we 
must be silent and listen, for He will speak.”

Celebrating 50 years of Religious Life
Sister Jean Martinez
 Sr. Jean Bernardine was born in Seine Bight 
and was reared there and in Georgetown, Stann 
Creek District, Belize, Central 
America. Because her village was 
a great distance from the town, 
she and her family did not have 
the luxury of going to a church 
on a regular basis. The priests 
in Stann Creek at Sacred Heart 
Church would make their rounds 
of the villages and the local devout persons of 
the villages would minister to and assist their 
people in keeping the faith strong and vibrant.
 Sr. Jean was reared in a large, loving, and 
faith-filled family. She had the opportunity to 
attend secondary school in the town of Stann 
Creek. Sister had a desire to give her life to 
God, and while in high school, she got to know 
more intimately the Sisters of the Holy Family, 

who taught her.
 Sister is an academia. She has studied much 
and earned many degrees. Sister is a prolific 
writer of poetry; she also writes a weekly re-
flection on the Sunday Scripture for the Catho-
lic newspaper of the Diocese of Belize City & 
Belmopan - The Christian Herald. Her ministry 
spans being both an elementary and second-
ary educator, school administrator, working in 

healthcare, spiritual direction and presently in 
pastoral care.
 Sr. Jean says she is inspired and energized 
by “the abiding call/urge to love God with all 
my heart, soul, mind and strength, the example 
of Mother Henriette and the encouragement of 
the Sisters in their desire to serve God among 
his people.”

dez, Mexican Ambassador to Belize, for being 
excellent students as well as for their hard work 
and commitment to education and improving 
themselves. This event was in collaboration 
with ADO who provided two of their own buses 
to transport the students in air conditioned com-
fort.
 At the Planetarium students got insight into 
the origin and development of the solar system 
through a 3D presentation. At the zoo, students 
got to see various wildlife and received facts 
about them from the tour guides. They saw nu-
merous animals not native to this region includ-
ing camel, tiger, Hippos. They also entered Cave 
systems where they saw stalagmites and sta-
lactites as well as bats. Students brought along 
empty plastic bottles to promote recycling and 
as a good will gesture. The trip culminated at 
the Museum where students gathered informa-
tion on the Maya and viewed Maya artifacts.
 The educational trip is not only an invest-
ment in these students, but a form of giving 
them a sense of their importance and dignity. 

=MEXICAN AMBASSADOR
   (... from page 1)

For some students this was their first trip to 
Chetumal and for others the only opportunity 
they have to travel to these places in Chetumal.
 Courtesies like these continue to enrich stu-
dents’ educational experiences through events 
like these. It also affirms the notion that edu-
cation is not confined to the four walls of the 
classroom, but that facilitating students physical 
presence at various places will later allow them 
to use these experiences in tapping into their in-
ner resources and utilize acquired knowledge 
and skills to adequately engage in active citi-
zenship and become an asset rather than a liabil-
ity to self, family, society and by extension the 
country.
 This collaboration with the Mexican em-
bassy will see Our Lady of Guadalupe High 
School and other schools throughout Belize 
getting further insight on scholarship opportuni-
ties at National University of Mexico as well as  
CONALEP  (COlegio NAcionaL de Educación 
Profesional Técnica) is the largest technical 
education system which serves low-income 
students at the upper-secondary school level in 
Mexico.

ADO provided two of their own buses to transport the students in air conditioned comfort.

 The model that the Church has always fol-
lowed in order to reach man in every generation 

=A GIFT   (... from page 1) and so bring him/her closer to God it’s been 
the one found in the Acts of the Apostles, that 
is, the announcement of the Kerygma or Good 

Belizean contingent with flags waiting at St. Peter’s Square for Pope Francis to arrive for 
general audience on May 9, 2018

continues on page 7
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Reflections on the Sunday Gospels for June
By Sr. Jean Martinez, SSF

SUNDAY, JUNE 10
10TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Genesis 3:9-15; Psalm 130:1-8;
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35
 “WHOEVER DOES THE WILL …” 
(MARK 3:35): Blame game reeks of immaturity 
in Genesis 3:9-15. God punishes “the serpent” 
(v. 13) part of nature that has no choice. 
However, God’s action seems to illustrate that 
human is above nature.
 In response to the human guilt of Genesis 3, 
Psalm 130 cries from the depth (v. 1) with much 
trust and tender reference 
to the redemptive 
kindness of the Lord (v. 
7). The psalmist “trust in 
the Lord; [her] soul trusts 
in his word,” she confides 
(v. 5).
 With inimitable clarity 
2 Corinthians 4 submits 
that “the one who raised 
… Jesus will raise us also 
with Jesus and place us … 
in his presence” (v. 14). 
Verse 6 holds that “we are 
not discouraged” as we 
physically deteriorate for 
“we are renewed” daily.
 A crowd gathers 
in Mark 3:20-35 that 
prevents Jesus and his 
disciples from eating. 
Other events display 
much misunderstanding 

of Jesus’ mission among “family,” “scribes,” 
others and us (vv. 21, 22). Living Liturgy 2018 
suggests that Jesus uses this occasion to define 
family by “the doing of the will of God” (150). 
What do you say?

June 9, 2018: Congratulations to the Sisters 
of the Holy Family celebrating 70th, 60th & 
50th Jubilees on Saturday, June 9 in New 
Orleans!
Congratulations to Sister Jean B. 
Martinez, SSF of Belize on her 50th 
anniversary in religious life!

SUNDAY, JUNE 17
11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92:2-3, 13-16;
2 Corinthians 5:6-10; Mark 4:26-34
 “THIS IS HOW IT IS …” (MARK 4:26): 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 is a love story of intentionality 

in selecting the best. He 
“will take from … the top 
most …and plant on … a 
lofty mountain” (v. 22). 
The tree will flourish and 
become “majestic” (v. 23).
 The singer in 
Psalm 92 bursts into 
thanks (Refrain), for 
the “kindness” and 
“faithfulness [of God]” 
(v. 2). He describes the 
blessings of faithful 
people as not only bearing 
fruit but “vigorous… in 
declaring how just the 
Lord is (vv. 14, 15).
 Boldly, 2 Corinthians 
5 declares that “We are 
always courageous” 
although “away from the 
Lord,” “we walk by faith, 
not by sight” (vv. 6, 7). We 

also “aspire to please [God…] as we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (vv. 
9, 10).
 Jesus explains “how it is with the kingdom 

of God” in Mark 4:26-34 with emphasis on 
how seeds sprout grow and bear without our 
knowing how they do it. Embedded in this 
reflection is the primacy of planting the seed. 
If no seed, no plant, no hope of harvest. The 
kingdom of heaven is a partnership of grace and 
human labor.
Sunday, June 17:  Happy Father’s Day!   

SUNDAY, JUNE 24
THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139:1b-3, 13-15;
Acts 13:22-26; Luke 1:57-66, 80
 “HE WILL BE CALLED JOHN” (LUKE 
1:6): “From … [his] mother’s womb” in Isaiah 
49:1, the prophet is named, “concealed,” and 
“hidden in a quiver” (v. 2). Most importantly, 
verse 6 says he is “light to the nations … to the 
ends of earth.”
 With intimate tone and words, Psalm 139 
acknowledges the closeness of God. Lord God 
knows when the psalmist “sits” and “stands” 
(v. 13). Indeed, she is “wonderfully made” 
(Refrain), not only physically, but also in the 
“soul” (v. 14).
 Acts 13:22-26 tells of David, “a man after 
[God’s] heart” (v. 22). Today, we hear of another 
man after God’s heart, John, whom he chooses 
to herald the coming of Jesus (v. 24). John 
concedes: “I am not he. Behold, one is coming 
after me” (v. 25).
 At the circumcision, in Luke 1:57-66, the 
people want to name the baby “Zechariah,” 
but Elizabeth says “He will be called John” 
(v. 6). When they ask the father for a name, he 
writes on a tablet “John is his name” (v. 63). 
At once, Zechariah’s “mouth was opened” (v. 
64) after being mute since the announcement of 
Elizabeth’s pregnancy.

Thanks for reading with us this year.
Have a safe and restful summer. Love, Sr. 

Jean Martinez

Florida in Gaines-
ville and received a 
bachelor’s degree in 
history in 1984 and 
a law degree in 1987. 
He then practiced as 
a trial lawyer at Mac-
farlane Ferguson & 
McMullen in Tampa 
for 23 years, eventu-
ally becoming a part-
ner. During this time, 
he began attending 
Sacred Heart Parish, 
where he met the Je-

=JESUITS   (... from page 1) Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas, 
for one year before entering the Jesuit novitiate in 
Grand Coteau, La. in 2005. Paternostro had heard 
about the Society his whole life from his father, an 
alumnus of Jesuit High School in New Orleans, and 
began discerning a Jesuit vocation during his junior 
year at Strake. As a novice, he worked at St. Mar-
tin de Porres Parish in Belize City, Belize, where he 
taught remedial reading to second and third graders. 
In 2007, he enrolled at Fordham University in the 
Bronx, New York, earning both a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology and a master’s degree in philosophi-
cal research. During his years in New York, he also 
helped with the theater program at Cristo Rey High 
School. From 2011 to 2014, he taught and served 
as an assistant theater director at Jesuit High School 

in Tampa, Fla. Next 
missioned to the Je-
suit School of The-
ology of Santa Clara 
University in Berke-
ley, Calif., he com-
pleted a Master of 
Divinity degree and a 
Licentiate in Sacred 
Theology and set up 
the theater program 
at Immaculate Con-
ception Academy in 
San Francisco. Or-
dained a deacon in 

continues on page 9

suits. In 2005, the parish nominated him for the per-
manent deacon program in the diocese; while study-
ing for the diaconate, it became apparent to him that 
he might have a vocation to religious life. Drawn 
to the Jesuits’ diversity of ministry, Dawson left the 
diaconate program and entered the Society of Jesus 
in 2009. As a novice, he worked with missionaries 
in Guyana, South America; lived in a L’Arche com-
munity in Mobile, Ala., and at a homeless shelter 
in New York City; served as a volunteer chaplain 
at a juvenile detention center; and taught theology 
at Rockhurst High School in Kansas City, Mo. Af-
ter the novitiate, Dawson studied at Loyola Univer-
sity Chicago for two years, earning a master’s de-
gree in philosophy in 2013. While in Chicago, he 
also worked as a chaplain to a diverse population 
at Stroger-Cook County Hospital. He did his expe-
riential training at Loyola University New Orleans 
College of Law, where he taught courses on torts, 
legal ethics and legal philosophy for two years. Dur-
ing the summers, he worked in campus ministry and 
accompanied students and faculty on service trips 
to Jamaica and Belize. Dawson next headed to Re-
gis College at the University of Toronto to study 
theology, earning a Master of Divinity degree and 
a Bachelor of Theology. As a deacon, he served at 
St. Peter’s Church in Toronto, and last summer he 
taught a course in Rome on Ignatian spirituality. He 
serves on the board of trustees at Jesuit High School 
in Tampa. Fr. Dawson’s first assignment as a priest 
will be in the Central American country of Belize. 
 David C. Paternostro, S.J., grew up in League 
City, Texas, where his family was active at St. Mary 
Catholic Church. He graduated from Strake Je-
suit College Preparatory in Houston and attended 
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St. Joseph,
Belize City

Parish Happenings

 ST. JOSEPH PARISH hosted the Annual 
Guadalupe Procession on Sunday, May 20. As 
the Procession approached the school grounds 
the “Bells of St. Joseph Church” rang out joy-
fully welcoming the people to our parish. We 
thank our teachers and others who helped to 
prepare the grounds for this special occasion.

 ST. JOSEPH LAY MINISTERS attended 
a Spirituality and Spiritual Direction Workshop 
on Saturday, May 12. The sessions were con-
ducted by their pastor.

 OVER EIGHTY BOYS AND GIRLS 
were confirmed by Bishop Lawrence Nicasio 
on Sunday, May 13. The church was appropri-
ately decorated for the occasion. Let us pray for 
these newly confirmed members of the church.

 THE ANNUAL LIVING ROSARY took 
place on Thursday, May 31. This year two Mar-
ian Apparitions were dramatized - Our Lady of 
Lourdes and Our Lady of Fatima. Last year the 
Joyful Mysteries were dramatized by students 
of St. Joseph School. The scripts were written 
by the pastor.

St. Francis Xavier,
Corozal

Parish Happenings

 ON SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2018 the first re-
union of acolytes was celebrated at St. Francis 
Xavier Church. This was a very important day 
as well because it was the feast day of Saint Do-
mingo Savio, Patron Saint of Acolytes. In the 
Holy Eucharist the acolytes renewed their com-
mitment to serve Jesus for another year. Present 
were 24 new acolytes from town and the sur-
rounding villages. The acolytes were assisted by 
their parents and guardians as they were dressed 
in their cassocks which were blessed by the par-
ish pastor, Fray Joaquin, affectionately known 
as Fray Quino.
 The acolytes from St. Francis Xavier Parish 
have worked diligently visiting the villages to 
motivate more children to serve Jesus in assist-
ing the celebrant in the Holy Sacrifice of the Eu-
charist. This ministry was initiated by Fray Saul 
Nava of the Franciscan Order and Hermana Flo-
recita Gonzalez of the Order of Sagrado Corazon 
de Jesus y Santa Maria de Guadalupe. They put 
their hearts and efforts into the formation of this 
ministry and today with God’s grace we contin-
ue their work. Today, there are 70 acolytes serv-
ing the town and villages of Corozal. The aco-
lytes have not only grown in numbers, but also 

In this photo a parent prepares to dress her 
son in his cassock. Other parents, seen in 
the background, also assit their children to 
dress in their cassocks.

as individuals, as citizens and Christians. The 
formation given them is wholesome, helping 
them to share and build a more humane world. 
 Some of the activities of the acolytes con-
sist of cleaning the church, visiting the sick and 
the needy, assisting them with food, clothing 
and toys for children. Our families support us 
in different activities and accompany us on our 
monthly sessions.

 We give thanks to our God because He al-
lows us to see His eternal love for us. In the 
near future we will be adults and with the for-
mation we are now receiving we will be able 
to lead our communities as Jesus wants us to. 
 We invite more boys and girls to join our 
ministry, where they will find friends with 
whom we will all walk together, hand in hand, 
with Jesus.

All of the Altar Servers of the parish who made their commitment to serve.

Fr. Kino Blesses the Altar Servers.

St. Ignatius,
Belize City

Parish Happenings
 MISSIONARY FRATERNITY OF 

MARY CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY
 The Missionary Fraternity of Mary (FMM) 
is an order of priests with its foundation in Gua-
temala and is the First Missionary Commu-
nity in Central America. Including Guatemala, 
they currently have missions in 11 countries 
around the world: Ecuador, Kenya - Africa, 
Canada, Venezuela, United States, Honduras, 
Panama, Italy, Peru and Belize and they have 
170 priests active in 24 dioceses in the world. 
 The Missionary Fraternity of Mary first 
came to serve the people of Belize in 2001 with 
Fr. Marco Jimenez, FMM. Since then, they have 
served in San Ignacio, Belmopan, Orange Walk 
and Belize City.
 On November 25, 2017, the Missionary 
Fraternity of Mary inaugurated their Seminary 
in San Jose Succotz, Belize where the Novi-
tiates reside. The Seminary is organized in sev-
eral facets: Minor Seminary (secondary school), 
propedutico (college), Seminary, Aspirants, 

Major seminary (university level) and in San 
Jose Succotz, Belize, the Novitiates. Presently, 
there are 197 candidates for the priesthood.
 The Missionary Fraternity of Mary celebrat-
ed their 33rd Anniversary on Thursday, May 10 
with a special Mass in San Jose, Succotz, Cayo. 
The main celebrant was Fr. Lorenzo Echeverria 
Argueta, FMM. Con-celebrants were Fr. Selvin 
Garcia Interiano, FMM, Fr. Julio Rodriguez, 
FMM, and Fr. Pedro Lima, FMM. Fr. Arturo 
Orozco, FMM, as usual, provided beautiful mu-
sic. The Mass started at 10:00 a.m followed by 
presentations by Fr. Julio Rodriguez and there-
after a celebration with those who attended.
 Many priests and seminarians of the Mis-
sionary Fraternity of Mary gathered in the beau-
tiful Mary, Mother of God Chapel adorned with 
beautiful roses just fitting to celebrate Mother’s 
Day.
 We pray that God will pour His graces on 
our priests. Strengthen them with the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and help them to humbly serve their 

continues on page 7

 The Jesus Youth Rally was held on Satur-
day, May 5 at St. John’s College Gymnasium in 
Belize City. It began at 8:30 a.m. This year we 
had a team of four people from the United States 
who came to give talks. The four team members 
were Fr. Celsus Auguiste, arriving from Florida, 
Linda Alpuche arriving from New Jersey, two 
youth Kaye Matignas from Los Angeles and 
Jericho Abiang from San Francisco. Kaye Mati-
gnas is a full time missionary for seven years 
and is a nurse by profession, but a missionary 
by vocation. Jericho Abiang is a missionary for 
two years. He studied Industrial Engineering in 
the Philippines.
 On May 3-4, a two day training on Chas-
tity and other talks which were related to the 
theology of the Body were held. The two days 
of training took place at St. Ignatius Church in 
Belize City. Several of our Catholic Schools 
participated by sending a class or some number 

Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal Hosts 

Successful Youth 
Rally

continues on page 11
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Missionary Fraternity of Mary Priests and Seminarians in San Jose, Succotz, Belize after 
the Anniversary Mass celebrated on May 10, 2018.

Concelebrated Mass held on May 10, 2018 in Mary, Mother of God Chapel in San Jose 
Succotz, Cayo District.

people and continue to guide them in their mis-
sion. Mother Mary, with your perpetual bless-
ings, intercede to your Son, and bless all the 
priests and seminarians, that they may be repre-
sentatives of you the Good Shepherd.
 The priests and seminarians of the Mission-
ary Fraternity of Mary give thanks to God Our 
Father and Mary Help of Christians, for the 
“Gift of the Fraternity.” Please keep them in 
your prayers. Congratulations!

=ST. IGNATIUS
   (... from page 6)

Divine Mercy,
Belize City

Parish Happenings

A NIGHT UNDER THE STARS:
 “If music be the food of love then play on…” 
Shakespeare had it right when he quipped these 
words of wisdom which adequately describes 
what took place on Saturday, May 12 at Divine 
Mercy Church grounds in Belize City. As we 
strive to foster a civilization of love, Mother of 
Mercy Montessori hosted a stellar night of mu-
sical performances and celebration of arts, a tru-
ly star-studded event as a fundraiser to help the 
daily upkeep of the Pre-School. The lineup was 
a treat for all. As the crowd filed in to the Di-
vine Mercy Plaza, an expressive video montage 
of the wonderful children of Mother of Mercy 
Montessori in action performing their daily 
duties and learning new skills, flashed across 
the bright screen in front, much to the delight 
of parents and guests alike. Then Fr. Scott Gi-
uliani, SOLT blessed the night in prayer. It was 
show time.
 The night under the stars took off with the 
energetic and dynamic husband and wife duo, 
Javier and Orissa Molina, who decided to cel-
ebrate their 17th anniversary by hosting this 
night of performances. The night began with 
soothing classical ensembles by the Pallotti 
Music School and SJC School of Music. The 
tempo was then increased with delightful chore-
ography and dramatic dance performance from 
D’s Dance Studio and pulsating drumming from 
the young men of G.R.E.A.T. Garifuna Drum 
Corp. Jackie Castillo wowed the crowd with 
her immense vocal skills, even giving us an au-
ral added bonus of one of her newest releases. 
The faces and applause from the crowd said it 
all. There is definite truth to St. Pope John Paul 
the Great’s statement that “Faith that does not 
become culture is not wholly embraced, fully 
thought, or faithfully lived” as demonstrated 
by the performances, but especially through the 
dramatic play done by the Divine Mercy Youth 
Group. They managed, under the direction of 
Ms. Kimberly Vasquez, and by their superb per-
formance, to capture the essence of sin evident 
in our culture today and effectively illustrated 
how hard a fight it is to break free from the 
clutches of sin for our young people, but defi-
nitely possible through faith, faith that is wholly 
embraced and lived.
 With that, after intermission, the night then 
ended with an hour long Caribbean delight 
from our very own Pantempters Steel Orches-
tra. A language spoken entirely in steel which 
reminded us of the sounds of our youth and 
childhood. It was a soulful, delightful and truly 
cultural moment enjoyed by all and it was very 
hard to keep people sitting in their seats. Such 
an awesome night would not have been pos-
sible without the support of all who purchased 
tickets, attended and made this night possible; 
especially those who made the outdoor theat-
rical experience possible with lighting and au-
dio effects by Manrique Vellos, stage and decor 
design by Gina Habet and theatrical and pro-
duction coordination by Edita Pariente and all 
others who gave of their time and talent and 
worked diligently behind the scenes to bring it 
all to life. We also thank NICH for their support 
and stage, our great sponsors: Special Events 
Rentals, Dolphin Production, BECOL, GsCom, 
and Brother’s Habet.

“A Night Under the Stars” benefit concert held on Saturday, May 12 for Mother of Mercy 
Montessori. In this photo, Pantempters Steel Orchestra entertains the audience on the 
Divine Mercy Church balcony.

News. This is where the New Evangelization 
is rooted, and that’s the reason why to foster 
in the parishes different Charisms that might 
make present this announcement that can help 
both, those in and outside the Church. Together 
with Saint Paul we can say: “Woe to me if I do 
not announce the Gospel…” especially for 
those who are far away from God today. 
 The Neocatechumenal Way will be hav-

ing Catechesis for young people (12 years and 
above) and adults in the middle of September 
2018 in the parish of St. Ignatius Church in Be-
lize City. The parish will inform of the details 
later on through its bulletin.
 May the Risen Lord continue to strengthen 
you in your faith!
The Itinerant Team of the Neocatechumenal 
Way in Belize. Tel. 632-2552,
Email:nwaybelize@gmail.com

=A GIFT   (... from page 4)
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Dear Boys and Girls,
 This is the last lap of our school year and so many things are taking 
place especially FATHER’S DAY which is a very special day for most of 
us.
 All of us have Our Great Father who watches, sustains, waters the 
earth, sends out the great Sun and brightens the night with a huge light. No 
other one can do all those things, so we thank Our Father for taking care 
of us. Papa God is great, He provides for the need of all His Children, but 
He does not provide for the greed of His Children.
 Papa God takes care of us by providing us with an earthly father to 
take care of the small matters in our home and so each of us should be well 
taken care of by our special Dad.

Who is my Dad?

 Father’s Day story is the tale of realization of the need for a Father’s 
Day festival primarily to officially set a day to honor all fathers who con-
tinue the role of fatherhood in the home.
The Beginning of Father’s Day Story:
 Historians have recorded that there was a tradition to celebrate Fa-
ther’s Day even thousands of years ago. Their study say that 4,000 years 
ago in Babylon a son called Elmesu carved a father’s day message on a 
clay card. In his message Elmesu wished father a long and healthy life. 
There is no knowledge as to what happened to this father son duo, but it is 
believed that several countries retained the custom of celebrating Father’s 
Day.
 Today we are happy that that part is history, but we want to celebrate 
the gifts that our dad bring to our home every day. Our dad teaches us 
virtues which are like the rudders on a speed boat. They guide us through 
life. Teaching virtues isn’t something that can be fully delegated to mom. 
These are virtues best taught by fathers.
 Children look to their dads as much as they look to moms to learn the 
difference between right and wrong. Taking time to teach your child vir-
tues is an act of love.

Getting Started
 Preaching isn’t teaching if the actions don’t match. Spend quality time 
with your child and show them the virtues. Actions speak louder than 
words.

What virtues do you admire in your Dad?

Discuss them among yourself.
Which one would you like your Daddy to have?

Footprints
“Walk a little slower, Daddy,” said a

Child so small. “I’m following in your
Footsteps and I don’t want to fall.

 
Sometimes your steps are very fast,

Sometimes they’re hard to see,
So walk a little slower Daddy,

For you are leading me.
 
 

Someday when I’m all grown up,
You’re what I want to be;
Then I’ll have a little child
Who’ll want to follow me.

 
And I would want to lead just right,

And know that I was true;
So, walk a little slower, Daddy,

For Ii must follow you.”

 Here are seven virtues to start with. If you are not doing it yet, start 
NOW!

 1. Initiative. At home and at work, don’t be the kind of person that 
waits around to be asked to do something. Look for what needs to be done 
and do it. I work on teaching this to my children by helping my wife clean 
up the kitchen after a meal, and by having a list of tasks that need to be 
completed around the house. Naturally, it takes effort.
 2. Integrity. Keep your promises. Commitment doesn’t come natu-
rally. It takes effort. That effort is strengthened when we choose to follow 
through with what we say were going to do ... no matter what the cost. 
That means when I agree to do something for my child, they can rely on 
me to do it. I expect them to be reliable, too.

 3. Honesty. Without honesty we have very little upon which to base 
our trust in relationships. Let your child see that your words are always 
true. While our tendency is to point out a child’s lies, work at giving more 
attention to when they tell the truth. Thank your child for being honest, 
especially when you know it was difficult for them to tell the truth.
 4. Patience. Most of us have a hard time with the in-between times. We 
find ourselves expecting more things to happen right now. Science dem-
onstrates that there is actually more happiness produced by anticipating 
something good than by that good thing happening. Show your children 
how to patiently wait and you will add to their ability to be happy in life.

 5. Courage. Courage is the ability to stand firm and go forward in the 
presence of fear. Encourage your children to do things they’re afraid of. 
Talk to your children about your fears and how you face them. Teach your 
child to stand by their convictions. Show them how to be true to yourself, 
and to God, when it is not the popular thing to do.

 6. Diligence. The world needs more people who finish the work they 
start. People who excel in life are those who pay attention to the small 
details and add polish to their work. As Jesus said, those who are a faith-
ful in the little things will be trusted with much (Luke 6:10). Whether 
it’s sweeping the garage, cleaning a room, or mowing a lawn, show your 
children how to do a job well.

 7. Practical usefulness. The constant stream of activity and enter-
tainment in a child’s life allows little time to learn anything about what it 
takes to maintain a household. Take time to teach your child how to ham-
mer nails, and cut with a saw. Show them how to check the oil and change 
a tire on a car. If you manage the household budget, let them see how you 
pay bills and balance a checkbook. If you don’t know how to do some of 
these things, learn them so you can teach them.

One More Thing:
 My son Matt and I recently built his clubhouse together. I wanted to 
get it done in a couple of days. Matt wanted to drive every nail on his own. 
So, I did the cutting, he did the hammering. It took over a week. I got im-
patient sometimes. I apologized. I learned to slow down and let him learn.
 As you teach, be patient. Don’t hurry. Don’t be harsh. When you say 
or do things you regret, apologize. Your child will respect you for it, and 
they’ll learn another important virtue--humility.
 Which of these virtues have you been teaching your child? What vir-
tues would you add to the list? 
 Fathers: Taking time to teach virtues to your child is an act of love.

Happy Father’s Day
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October 2016, he served at Saint Mary Magdalen 
Parish in Berkeley. During his Jesuit formation, Da-
vid studied Spanish in Managua, Nicaragua; learned 
French in Paris; and traveled with Tampa Jesuit 
High students to World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro. 
After ordination, Fr. Paternostro will be assigned to 
Immaculate Conception Parish in New Orleans. 
 Fernando Luis Barreto Mercado, S.J., was 
born in Ponce, Puerto Rico, and moved to McAl-
len, Texas, at age 17. He enrolled at the University 
of Texas-Pan American in Edinburg, Texas, and 
later transferred to Georgia State University in At-
lanta. At both schools, he was active in the Catho-
lic community, in student government and in sev-
eral business groups and fraternities. After earning 
bachelor’s degrees in finance and actuarial science 
in 2001, he worked for PricewaterhouseCoopers in 
Atlanta for one year and for Cigna Healthcare in 
Hartford, Conn., for three years. Intrigued by the 
Society of Jesus, Barreto contacted the Jesuits, and 
in 2004 he entered the novitiate in Santiago de los 
Caballeros, Dominican Republic. Subsequent stud-
ies in Spain led to a Licentiate in Philosophy from 
the Pontifical University of Salamanca and a gradu-
ate degree in Ignatian spirituality from Comillas 
Pontifical University in Madrid. For the next two 
years, Barreto taught computer science and helped 
with Ignatian formation for new teachers at Colegio 
San Ignacio, a Jesuit high school in San Juan, and 
also taught confirmation classes at the adjacent St. 
Ignatius Loyola Parish, where he will be ordained. 
He then traveled to Taipei, Taiwan, where he studied 
Chinese for two years at Chinese Culture University 
and the Maryknoll Fathers’ language school before 
beginning his theology studies at the Fu Jen Faculty 
of Theology of St. Robert Bellarmine. After a year 
of theology in Taiwan, Barreto was missioned to the 
Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara Univer-
sity in Berkeley, California, earning a Bachelor of 
Sacred Theology and a Master of Divinity degree 
in May 2018. While at Berkeley, he served as a dea-
con in multiple communities: at St. Patrick Parish in 
Oakland, at San Quentin State Prison, with a local 
Chinese Catholic community, and at St. Elias Mel-
kite Byzantine Catholic Church in Los Gatos, Cali-
fornia. He is an associate director of the U.S.-China 
Catholic Association in Berkeley. After ordination, 
Fr. Barreto will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at St. Ignatius Loyola Parish in San Juan, where he 
is missioned to serve as parochial vicar for the next 
year. 
 Jason C. LaLonde, S.J., was born and raised 
in Lakeland, Fla. He experienced a call to the priest-
hood during his childhood but put discernment on 
hold during high school and college. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Florida State University in 
Tallahassee in 2002, majoring in English and histo-
ry. During college, he developed an interest in music 
and hosted an opera program on FSU’s public radio 
station. After graduation, he worked in arts admin-
istration for the Santa Fe Opera in New Mexico for 
two seasons and for the Sarasota Opera in Florida 
for a year. He then attended the University of Flor-
ida in Gainesville earning an MBA in 2005 while 
also working for a software company in marketing. 
He entered the Society of Jesus in 2007. As a nov-
ice, he served in a village in El Salvador, assisting in 
the Jesuit parish and teaching English in an elemen-
tary school. Missioned next to Fordham University 
in the Bronx, New York, he earned a master’s de-
gree in philosophical resources in 2012. Jason did 
his experiential formation in New Orleans, where 
he taught English, Latin and Greek at Jesuit High 
School; during that time, he also accompanied stu-
dents to World Youth Day in Brazil in 2013 and on 
a service trip to Panama in 2015. At the Boston Col-
lege School of Theology and Ministry, he earned a 
Master of Divinity degree and is working toward a 
Licentiate in Sacred Theology. He served as a dea-
con at the South Boston-Seaport Catholic Collab-
orative, ministering at three churches, including the 
new Shrine of Our Lady of Good Voyage. His first 
assignment as a priest will be at Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Albuquerque, N.M. 
 Michael J. Wegenka, S.J., was born in Mid-
land, Mich., but considers Katy, Texas, his home-
town. The youngest of four children, he became 
intrigued by the priesthood through his experience 
attending Catholic grade school and as a student at 
Strake Jesuit College Preparatory in Houston, where 
he was impressed by the Jesuits working there. In-
vited to dinners with Jesuit novices, Wegenka was 
inspired to start thinking about a vocation to the So-
ciety during his junior year. He entered the novitiate 
in Grand Coteau, La., directly out of high school in 
2005. As a novice, he worked with the Franciscan 
sisters at Casa de Los Pobres, a community center 
and shelter in Tijuana, Mexico. After the novitiate, 
Michael completed a bachelor’s degree in English 
literature and philosophy at Fordham University 

and also taught confirmation classes at St. Martin of 
Tours Parish in the Bronx, New York. For the next 
three years, he taught theology and American and 
British literature in both the Girls and Boys Divi-
sions of Regis Jesuit High School in Aurora, Colo. 
In addition, he coached the cross-country teams, 
was involved in the vocations club and helped lead 
retreats. In 2014, he was missioned to the Boston 
College School of Theology and Ministry, where he 
earned a Master of Divinity degree and worked as a 
deacon at Boston University’s Catholic Center. He 
is completing his theological studies at the Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C., and will 
receive a Licentiate in Sacred Theology this winter. 
Over the course of his formation, he has had the 
opportunity to study Spanish in Peru, attend World 
Youth Day in Poland and work with the Jesuits in 
Kyrgyzstan. After ordination, Fr. Wegenka will be 

=JESUITS
   (... from page 5)

assigned to St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Grand 
Coteau, La. 
 The Jesuits are a Roman Catholic order of 
priests and brothers founded nearly 500 years ago 
by St. Ignatius of Loyola. With more than 16,000 
priests, scholastics and brothers worldwide, they 
are the largest male religious order in the Catholic 
Church. Jesuits are widely known for their colleges, 
universities and high schools, but Jesuits also minis-
ter in retreat houses, parishes, hospitals and refugee 
camps. The USA Central and Southern (UCS) Prov-
ince serves in 12 states, Puerto Rico and Belize and 
has approximately 400 men who serve as pastors, 
administrators, educators, spiritual and retreat direc-
tors and in other roles. Jesuits have served in this 
area of the United States and the Caribbean as early 
as the 16th century and continually since the restora-
tion of the Society in 1815.

PRESS RELEASE
May 17, 2018

 John Paul II Junior College (JPIIJC) was 
awarded prizes for the National Latin Exam 
at its honors assembly held on Friday, May 4, 
2018.
 For the second successive year, students 
at the Liberal Arts college, located in Benque 
Viejo del Carmen, took the prestigious exami-
nation: 60% scored magna cum laude or better, 
including two Silver Medal, maxima cum laude, 
awards. JPIIJC is the first school in the history 

John Paul II Junior College Receives 
National Latin Exam Award

Matthew Riley and Florinda Santos, second 
year student and two time award winner.

of Belize to administer the Latin exam.
 The National Latin Exam is sponsored by 
the US-based American Classical League, 
which promotes the study of Latin, Greek, and 
the Classical tradition. This year 131,787 stu-
dents from all fifty states and the District of 
Columbia, as well as ones from twenty-four na-

Matthew Riley and Ivanna Archila, first year 
student.

continues on page 11
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

 Pope Francis has announced 
that he will create 14 new car-
dinals on June 29, giving the red 
cardinal’s hat to the papal almo-
ner, the Iraq-based patriarch of the 
Chaldean Catholic Church and the 
Archbishop of Karachi, among 
others.
 Announcing his choices, the 
Pope said that coming from 11 na-
tions, the new cardinals “express 
the universality of the Church, 
which continues to proclaim the 
merciful love of God to all people 
of the earth.”
 Pope Francis’s list included 
three men over the age of 80 “who 
have distinguished themselves for 
their service to the Church.”
 When the Pope made the an-
nouncement, the College of Car-
dinals had 213 members, 115 of 
whom were under the age of 80 
and therefore eligible to vote in a 
conclave to elect a new pope. Car-
dinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the 
Congregation for Saints’ Causes, 
will celebrate his 80th birthday on 
June 8.
 Under Pope Francis, the idea 
that some Church posts and large 
archdioceses always are led by 
a cardinal is fading, but is not al-
together gone. His latest choices 
included the papal vicar of Rome, 
Cardinal-designate Angelo De Do-

Pope Francis Names 14 New Cardinals
The new cardinals come from 11 nations, including Iraq and Pakistan

natis, and the prefect of the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, Cardinal-designate Luis 
Ladaria. But other traditional car-
dinal sees like Venice and Milan 
in Italy or Baltimore and Philadel-
phia in the United States were not 
included in the pope’s latest picks.
 With the new nominations, 
the number of cardinal-electors – 
those under 80 and eligible to vote 
in a conclave – will exceed by five 
the limit of 120 set by Pope Paul 
VI. But previous popes also set 
the limit aside without formally 
changing the limit.
 After the consistory June 29, 
Pope Francis will have created al-
most half of the voting cardinals. 
Nineteen of those under 80 in late 
June will be cardinals given red 
hats by St. John Paul II; 47 will 
have been created by retired Pope 
Benedict XVI; and 59 will have 
been welcomed into the College of 
Cardinals by Pope Francis.
 The new cardinals hail from: 
Iraq, Spain, Italy, Poland, Paki-
stan, Portugal, Peru, Madagas-
car, Japan, Mexico and Bolivia. 
 The new cardinals, listed in 
the order Pope Francis announced 
them, are:
— Chaldean Patriarch Louis Ra-
phael I Sako, 69, Iraq.
— Spanish Archbishop Luis F. 

Ladaria, 74, prefect of the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith.
— Italian Archbishop Angelo De 
Donatis, 64, papal vicar for the 
Diocese of Rome.
— Italian Archbishop Giovanni 
Angelo Becciu, 69, substitute sec-
retary of state.
— Polish Archbishop Konrad Kra-
jewski, 54, papal almoner.
— Archbishop Joseph Coutts of 
Karachi, Pakistan, 72.
— Bishop Antonio dos Santos 
Marto of Leiria-Fatima, Portugal, 
71.

— Archbishop Pedro Barreto of 
Huancayo, Peru, 74.
— Archbishop Desire Tsarahazana 
of Toamasina, Madagascar, 63.
— Archbishop Giuseppe Petrocchi 
of L’Aquila, Italy, 69.
— Archbishop Thomas Aquinas 
Manyo Maeda of Osaka, Japan, 69.
— Archbishop Sergio Obeso Ri-
vera, retired archbishop of Xalapa, 
Mexico, 86.
— Bishop Toribio Ticona Porco, 
retired prelate of Corocoro, Bo-
livia, 81.
— Spanish Claretian Father Aqui-
lino Bocos Merino, 80.

Pope Francis at a consistory to name new cardinals.

By Junno Arocho Esteves

April 18, 2018
 Naming a child is an impor-
tant task for parents, because it 
gives children a sense of identity 
and belonging to their family and 
to God, Pope Francis said. “With-
out a name, we remain unknown, 
without rights and duties. God 
calls each one of us by name, lov-
ing us individually in the concrete-
ness of our history,” the pope said 
April 18 during his weekly general 
audience.
 “Therefore, the name is impor-
tant. Parents think of the name to 
give to their child already before 
birth,” he said. “This, too, is part 
of the expectation of a child who, 

Name Given at Baptism Gives Sense 
of Identity, Belonging, Pope Says

in his or her name, will have an 
original identity, including for the 
Christian life linked to God.”
 Continuing his series of Eas-
ter-season talks on baptism, the 
pope said that a person’s name, 
asked during the welcoming rite 
of the sacrament, “takes us out of 
anonymity” and is the first step in 
a person’s journey as a Christian.
 “Baptism ignites the person-
al vocation to live as Christians, 
which will develop throughout 
one’s life. It implies a personal re-
sponse and not a borrowed answer 
that is ‘copied and pasted,’” he 
said.
 Another important designation 
given to children and adults who 
receive baptism is the sign of the 

cross, the pope said.
 Making the sign of the cross, 
he added, “is the badge that shows 
who we are: Our way of speaking, 
thinking, looking and working is 
under the sign of the cross, that is, 
the love of Jesus until the end.”
 Departing from his prepared 
remarks, Pope Francis once again 
asked parents and grandparents to 
teach their children how to prop-
erly make the sign of the cross, 
which at times “is not done well.”
 “To make the sign of the cross 
when we wake up, before eating, 
when facing danger, to defend 
against evil and at night before 
going to sleep means telling our-
selves and others who we belong 
to, who we want to become,” the 
pope said.

By Hannah Brockhaus
Vatican City, May 10, 2018
 The bishops of the Republic 
of China, also known as Taiwan, 
arrived in Rome earlier this week 
ahead of meetings with the pope 
and other Vatican officials – the 
first such visit in 10 years, and 
their first meeting with Pope Fran-
cis since his election.
 The delegation of seven bish-
ops will meet with the pope next 
week for an ad limina visit – a cus-
tomary meeting for diocesan bish-
ops to give an update on the state 
of their dioceses – which typically 
takes place every five years.
 The bishops of Taiwan last 
made an ad limina visit in Decem-
ber 2008 with Benedict XVI.
 The bishops have brought two 
gifts for the pope: a painting by 
Giuseppe Castiglione, an Italian 
missionary to China who served 
as a painter in the court of three 
emperors in the late 17th and early 
18th centuries, and a painting titled 
“Merciful Sun Shines on Taiwan,” 
by Taiwanese artist Chia Shen-
chen.
 Before leaving for Rome, the 
bishops met with Taiwan’s presi-
dent, Tsai Ing-wen, and with Vice 
President Chen Chien-jen – a de-
vout Catholic who visited the 
Vatican for the canonization of St. 
Teresa of Calcutta in 2016 – who 
held a farewell dinner to express 
the government’s respect for the 
Church and the importance of Vat-
ican-Taiwan relations.

Taiwan’s Bishops 
Gather at the 

Vatican For First 
Time in 10 Years

 The ad limina visit comes dur-
ing a time of increased pressure 
from mainland China on Taiwan.
 The Holy See has recognized 
the Republic of China since 1942, 
and does not have diplomatic rela-
tions with the People’s Republic of 
China, which consolidated control 
of the mainland at the conclusion 
of a civil war in 1949.
 The People’s Republic insists 
that Taiwan is a rebel province, 
and place heavy pressure on coun-
tries not to recognize the island as 
a sovereign state. The Holy See is 
among the most prominent sover-
eign entities to do so.
 Vatican journalist Francis 
Rocca reports in the Wall Street 
Journal that recent negotiations be-
tween the Holy See and mainland 
China may have stalled as the gov-

ernment has cracked down more 
severely on religious institutions, 
starting with the implementation 
of new regulations in February. 
 The Holy See has been in ne-
gotiations with the communist 
Chinese government in recent 
months that could eventually lead 
to Vatican recognition of seven il-
licitly ordained bishops aligned 
with Beijing, but which could end 
up sidelining the Church in Taiwan 
if an agreement leads to diplomat-
ic ties being formed between the 
Holy See and Beijing.
 Archbishop John Hung Shan-
chuan of Taipei, speaking to Re-
uters in March, said the Church 
in Taiwan did not anticipate that 
the Holy See and mainland China 
would establish diplomatic rela-
tions, because to do so requires 

sharing “common values with each 
other.”
 “The values the Vatican holds 
are different from those of the Chi-
nese Communist Party. Building 
ties with the Vatican requires val-
ues including freedom and democ-
racy,” Archbishop Hung said.
 Taiwan has fewer than 300,000 
Catholics – two percent of the 
population – and seven dioceses. 
There are seven active bishops, 
and six who are retired.
 Bishop Bosco Lin Chi-nan of 
Tainan and Archbishop Hung are 
both close to turning 75, when they 
will be required to submit their re-
tirement, potentially opening up 
two sees to new bishop appoint-
ments if Pope Francis accepts their 
resignations.
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Spiritual Intimacy in Marriage - A Reflection
By Stanley & Maureen Ermeav

Marriage and Family Life Ministry – DPLC

 Because of sin, love and intimacy in marriage no 
longer occurs naturally. And because God respects 
our free will, He will only invite us as husbands and 
wives to receive the blessing of His intimate love, 
for us to nurture by His grace, that the world may 
see and know His love in us. (Eph. 5:32). This is 
bigger than any two persons in marriage.
 But here is the amazing thing about God: He 
created every one of us with a yearning for intimacy. 
God has put a yearning in our hearts for the very 
purpose He created us. The intimate love He invites 
us to in marriage is just what we yearn for in mar-
riage. Call this God’s Divine Bait. Bingo!
 In this reflection, when we use the word “in-
timacy,” we are not referring to sexual intimacy, 
although intimacy in marriage invariably leads to 
the bedroom. That is why relating intimately with 
someone of the opposite sex other than our spouse 
is inviting trouble.
 An easy way to understand “intimacy” is by 
the phrase “into-me-see” which someone has inge-
niously come up with. Intimacy results from know-
ing the inner-self of another. Which is why we fall 
in love in the first place, choose to marry and be in-
timate for life. Except that after marriage, the desire 
for intimacy seems to evaporate. Fr. Larry Richards 
says that what we most desire in life is intimacy, and 
what we most fear is intimacy.
 How do we get to spiritual intimacy in mar-
riage? Not by willpower sorry to say, as noble as the 
thought is; or by commitment, or promise, or New 

Year resolution. And it does not happen simply by 
growing old together. The only way to spiritual in-
timacy in marriage is through intimacy with God. 
And the way to intimacy with God is by receiving 
His intimate love fully. God deserves to be our first 
love. It’s that simple!
 The first of all the commandments, Jesus tells 
us, is to: “love God with all our heart, with all our 
soul, with all our mind and with all our strength” 
(Mark 12:28-31). In other words, God’s first com-
mandment is to love Him intimately. Period! And 
for good reasons: first, loving God intimately is our 
greatest life-changer and, second, loving God inti-
mately causes us to love others. In marriage, loving 
our spouse (our most significant “other”) intimately 
is our sacramental sign. It is God’s blessing to us 
and, through us, to others.
 Without exception, God created us for intimacy 
with Him – in this sin-infected life with all its limita-
tions, and for eternity in Heaven, without limits. It’s 
“the eternal face to face,” as St. Therese puts it. Lis-
ten to what Jesus says about eternal life (Heaven) in 
John 17:3: “This is eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 
have sent.” If I understand correctly, this means our 
eternity in Heaven will be spent getting to know God 
and His Son Jesus Christ. In-to-Me-see! Heaven is 
all about intimacy with God!
 As a sign of His intimate love, God revealed 
Himself to us for 33 years in His Son who, through 
a love beyond human understanding, embraced the 
cross for the forgiveness of our sins – “for God 
made Him, who knew no sin, to be sin for us that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him” 

(2 Cor 5:21). The Darling of Heaven crucified* so 
we could be restored to fellowship with God – the 
ultimate proof of God’s intimate love!
 Surprisingly, you’ll probably not find God’s love 
described as intimate anywhere in the Bible. But 
read between the lines with heart and soul and you 
will discover how intimately God loves us in every 
book of the Bible – clearly, in Psalms with David; in 
Exodus with Moses; in Acts with the Church; in The 
Epistles with St. Paul, and, absolutely, in the four 
Gospels with Jesus. The love of Christ impels us (2 
Corinthians 5:14). Listen to Worthy is the Lamb by 
Darlene of Hillsong and taste intimacy with God in 
praise and worship. 
 We can take this to the bank: GOD LOVES US 
INTIMATELY and He invites us to no less intima-
cy in marriage. How do we get there? By learning 
to surrender to His intimate love (both, husband and 
wife) by spending time with Him each day in His 
Word and in prayer. In Jeremiah 33:3, God says to 
us: “Call to me, and I will answer you, and show 
you great and mighty things, which you do not 
know.”
 How to pray? We could learn a lot from St. 
Therese: “Prayer is, for me, an outburst from the 
heart; it is a simple glance darted upwards to Heav-
en; it is a cry of gratitude and of love in the midst 
of trial as in the midst of joy. In a word, it is some-
thing exalted, supernatural, which dilates the soul 
and unites it to God”: Story of A Soul, Chapter X. 
What are we waiting for?
Our next reflection will be about relational intimacy 
in marriage.
*Worthy is the Lamb by Hillsong

of representatives from their schools.
 The Youth Rally began with Praise and Worship. Kaye and Jericho 
gave more talks on how to live a pure life. The students had time to learn 
all about the topics that are not normally taught in their classroom. During 
the lunchbreak, Fr. Lorenzo Echeverria, FMM and Fr. Timothy Thomp-
son, S.J. came to hear confessions. After these two priests left the Gym 
another priest, Fr. Selvin Garcia, FMM, continued hearing confessions. 
The Youth Rally concluded with a Charismatic Mass celebrated by Fr. 
Celsus. We thank God for a beautiful three days of Prayer, Praise, teach-
ings and exercising our Catholic Faith. God is good all the time and all the 
time God is good.

=CHARISMATIC  (... from page 6)

PHOTO ABOVE: Praise and Worship session at the Youth Rally 
held at SJC Gymnasium in Belize City on May 5, 2018.
PHOTO BELOW LEFT: Two-day youth workshop on Chastity held 
on May 3-4, 2018 at St. Ignatius Church in Belize City.
PHOTO BELOW RIGHT: Fr. Celsus Auguiste, Guest Speaker.

tions - Australia to Zimbabwe - took the test, with Belize among 
several other Caribbean and Commonwealth countries.
 JPIIJC awards Associates of Arts degrees in Liberal Arts, 
English, and Business Administration.  All students complete 
a core curriculum that includes Philosophy and Theology. The 
college is unique in offering Latin, as well as an Outdoor Lead-
ership Adventure during which students camp, hike, and expe-
rience nature at Mountain Pine Ridge.
 The college is currently accepting applications for the 2018-
2019 school year.

=JOHN PAUL II  (... from page 9)

The following is the Opening Remarks given by Louis A. Lue, member of the 
Rosary Management Team, on the occasion of the Holy Mass at St. Joseph Par-
ish on May 6, 2018 celebrating the successful completion of the Holy Rosary 
Schools Project.

Good Morning,
 Rev. Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Fr. Noel Leslie, Members of the Manage-
ment Team of the Holy Rosary Schools Project, Rev. Pastors of the six dis-
tricts of Belize, District School Managers, Principals and Teachers, Parents and 
School Children, Sponsors, Volunteers, and invited guests.
 I am thankful to share in this memorable Mass in celebration of the suc-
cessful completion of a rosary school project. This Holy Rosary Project was de-
signed and implemented by two Parishioners of St. Joseph Parish, Ms. Thoma-
sita Asevedo (my sister) and her niece Manuela Lue (my daughter). This Rosary 
Project had the full blessing and support of the Right Rev. Bishop O. P. Martin 
(Deceased), who formally commissioned its implementation back in 2006. Fol-
lowing the passing of Bishop Martin, Thomasita visited the Most Rev. Bishop 
Dorick Wright to apprise him of the School Project activities and Bishop Wright 
was thankful for the update. He stated that he knew of Bishop Martin’s endorse-
ment of the school rosary project. Bishop Wright thereupon fully supported the 
continuation of the Project as endorsed and commissioned by Bishop Martin.
 After consultation with the rosary project management team, which is head-
ed by Ms. Thomasita Asevedo and her niece Ms. Manuela Lue, it was decided 
that it is important that a summary account be given of the historic background 
leading to the formation of the Belize Holy Rosary Ministry and the Holy Rosary 
Schools Project.
 The ultimate results of the Belize Rosary Project are there to be seen in the 
overwhelming support of the Project’s success. It all started back in the year 
2002 with Manuela, who will share with you her own story of the call she re-
ceived to teach the praying and the distribution of rosaries. In 2002 Manuela and 

Successful Completion of Holy 
Rosary Project in Schools

Thomasita visited Rome, Italy. During their visit, they both prayed 
frequently in the Chapel of the Basilica. On her first day in the Cha-
pel, Thomasita prayed to God, and asked for the intercession of our 
Blessed Mother Mary to tell her what she can do for the Church. 
On her second and subsequent visits to the Chapel, Thomasita said 
she had a very strange and unique experience as she knelt before 
the statue of the Blessed Mother Mary – she could not believe what 
she was spiritually experiencing, but in her mind’s eye she said she 
saw the extended hands of the Blessed Mother filled with rosaries. 
On her last visit to the Chapel, she thanked the Blessed Mother for 
the revelation and, thereupon, after realizing that Manuela had also 
recently experienced a similar call in Columbus Ohio, they started to 
distribute rosaries in Belize. Shortly afterwards, Thomasita learned 
to make the rosary and she taught, and continues to teach, others to 

continues on page 12
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make rosaries.
 In 2002 Manuela was working in Columbus, 
Ohio where she made friends, who were involved 
in rosary making. She collected thousands of rosa-
ries from her friends and sent these for distribution 
in Belize. These rosaries were distributed initially 
to prayer groups, the prison, families, hospitals, in-
dividuals and churches. The distribution in Orange 
Walk was at the request of Bishop Martin to mark 
the end of the year of the Holy Rosary in 2003. Re-
markably, in October 2002, the beginning of the 
year of the Rosary, the Luminous Mysteries were 
published by the Church. There was also a distribu-
tion of rosaries in Belmopan in 2004 to mark the 
Year of the Eucharist.
 And then came the climax of the origin of the 
Belize Holy Rosary Ministry and the Holy Rosary 
Schools Project. In 2006, Thomasita and Manu-
ela visited Bishop Martin twice. On the first visit, 
they discussed with him their spiritual encounters 
on the rosary and their progress to date on making 
and distributing rosaries in Belize. The Bishop lis-
tened attentively and gave Manuela and Thomasita 
his Blessing for their dedication to this enormous 
rosary activity in Belize. During the second visit, 
which was at the request of the Bishop, the Bishop 
highlighted that he has a special project in mind for 
Thomasita and Manuela to undertake. Simply put, 
the Bishop said the mission of the Project was to 
teach the rosary to the school children in the Catho-
lic schools of Belize. The objective was to teach the 
history and meaning of the rosary and to design a ro-
sary poster and rosary leaflet so that the students and 
teachers could have material available from which 
to learn about the rosary. This request was not only 
a blessing, but also a fulfillment of a desire to reach 
out to Catholics to learn the value of the rosary. In 
short, the mission of the Rosary Schools Project, as 
endorsed by Bishop Martin, was to emphasize that 
the rosary is about the life of Jesus and Mary. The 
Schools Rosary Project was thus commissioned by 
Bishop Martin in 2006. It was a tall order, but Bish-
op Martin told Thomasita and Manuela that God 
would provide. Today we are marking the success-
ful completion of visits by the rosary team to all the 
urban and rural Catholic schools in the six districts 
of Belize.
 The completion of the Schools Rosary Project, 
which lasted for nine years (2008 to 2017), is  a re-
cord accomplishment and the rosary team announc-
es its plan to continue making  rosaries, teaching the 
rosary and receiving rosaries from foreign donors 
for distribution to schools and other groups. All 
schools that were visited are now vested with rosary 
teaching materials and literature that Principals and 
Teachers can utilize to teach and enhance the con-
tinued praying of the rosary. The Rosary Ministry 
will be happy to respond to any request by schools, 
youth groups or prayer groups for a visit relating to 
the praying of the rosary.
 I end my opening remarks by  summarizing 
some statistical details of the rosary schools project.
1. Number of schools visited – 130
2. Number of children in schools visited - 35,000
3. Number of rosaries distributed to school children 
- 35,000, of which approximately 10,000 were made 
by the Rosary Ministry in Belize.
4. Rosary leaflets and Divine Mercy Posters distrib-
uted - 35,000
5. Number of years visiting schools (2008 –17) – 9
6. Rosaries were also distributed to other organiza-
tions which included Her Majesty’s Prison, Hospi-
tals, Homes, and for other special occasions.
 Thomasita will now distribute gifts to the rosary 
makers, including children, who assisted tremen-
dously in the making of rosaries by the Project. May 
the Lord bless all of you.

=HOLY ROSARY PROJECT
 (... from page 11)

Closing Remarks by Thomasita Asevedo on the 
occasion of the Holy Mass offered at St. Joseph 
Parish on May 6, 2018 celebrating the successful 
completion of the Holy Rosary Schools Project.

Good Morning,
 Thank you for your presence at today’s Mass 
celebrating the successful completion of the Rosary 
Schools Project, which was commissioned in 2006 
by the late Bishop O. P. Martin. I express our grati-
tude to our Pastor, Rev. Noel Leslie for his kindness 
in approving the offering of this special Mass.
 I extend a great thank you also to the district 
Pastors for having permitted the Rosary Project to 
access the schools in their respective districts. On 
behalf of my management team, I also thank the 
Local Managers, the Principals and Teachers for 
their kind facilitation, enabling the attendance of the 
students during our visits to the schools and for the 
planning of our journeys to the schools.  We enjoyed 
the food you shared with us during our visits to the 
schools and thanks also for sharing your faith with 

us. I know that Mr. Gordon Trotter enjoyed the en-
tire rural environment and his interaction with you, 
an experience he has been sharing with his friends in 
England.
 I thank also the kind sponsors, who assisted 
with the costs of some of the school materials and 
gifts that were distributed. Thanks also to the par-
ents who allowed their children to attend rosary 
bead-stringing tasks yearly in the month of August. 
Without this bead-stringing assistance by these 
dedicated children, the Project would not have been 
able to make locally the rosaries that were part of the 
overall distribution to schools. A great thank you, 
parents and children, for rendering this assistance to 
the Project. I look forward to calling on you again 
for future assistance in this respect.
 I also thank the adults, who so faithfully con-
tinue to make rosaries for this Mission, including 
the Pallotine Sisters. I thank all who help to promote 
this Mission, all those who extended hospitality to 

us when we travelled outside of the Belize District 
and all who pray for this Mission.  Thanks also to 
Mr. Miguel Espat for your kind advice and assis-
tance in printing the school materials.
 I extend gratitude to Mr. Gordon Trotter who 
has volunteered to accompany us on almost all the 
visits made to all the schools countrywide. Gordon 
has been visiting Belize twice yearly to participate 
with us on the school visits.
 In closing, I share with you some reflections by 
Pope John Paul II on the Rosary. His reflections in-
cluded the following:
- The Rosary is the Peace of the family. How much 
peace would flow into family relationships if the 
family would begin again to pray the rosary.
- The great problems confronting the modern world 
must be addressed by prayers and we are all urged, 
therefore, to unite ourselves into the hands of Mary, 
calling upon her unceasingly with the Holy Rosary.
 Thank you and may the Lord bless all of you.

Some of the youth who make rosaries received gifts from Miss Thomasita Asevedo (5th 
from left front row) at the Mass on May 6, 2018 at St. Joseph Church. 

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE: San Pedro, Ambergis Caye 
Mother’s Day celebration (first 3 pictures), Grandparent’s 
Day (2 pictures below) and Confirmation (above caption).


