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“ Promoting Whatever is Good, True, Right and Noble”

Reflecting
on Country

A

(By: Yolanda John)

reflection on the theme of this year’s
Independence celebrations, “Building
resilience: enhancing social and economic transformation” raises some questions.
What does building resilience depend on and
what does it mean in the context of the Diocesan theme “Live Church, Build Community,
Serve Country?”
My understanding of resilience is the ability
to bounce back, the tenacity to rise despite difficult circumstances; with this resilience we as
a nation would work towards social and economic revolution. Building resilience has to
be a process. This process includes several
social institutions e.g. family, education system, church and mass media.
The family is where we are first nurtured,
the first place where we learn how to behave appropriately, how to resolve conflicts,
how to live with each other. If the family
is not functioning well therefore, there is a
strong possibility that our behaviour would
be unbecoming. The education system is
perhaps a secondary agent for when we go
to school we already have a stories written
on our pages; nevertheless, the school has
the power to change or consolidate what
we have learned. The education system in
theory provides us with the necessary skills
sets to function well in society – it promotes
problem solving, and fans creativity - much
needed for transformation -; whether postcolonial education (vestiges of which we still
have) really does that is another matter. We
are on the road to resilience, that is we are
developing as well rounded human beings.
If the educational system is dysfunctional,
our development could well be retarded. We
have now the ever pervasive mass media
which are becoming more influential in the
formation of individuals. In recent times the
mass media, while having great advantages,
have contributed greatly to the erosion of
established norms and values which hold a
society together, an erosion which is widening the gap between old and young, between
knowledgeable and ignorant. What does that

say for building resilience? Perhaps the
mass media help in fostering new ways of
doing old things leading to bouncing back
no matter what.
Where does the church fit into all of this?
It builds conscience in us, it is crucial
for formation in families; and beyond; it
fosters spiritual awareness and growth.
In short it makes the difference between
man and beast, or man and machine. How
then have we grown into beasts or worse
yet machines? Can beasts and machines
enhance social transformation? Has the
church failed us? Who is the church anyway?
We are the church. If the church has failed,
it is because we have failed. It is time for
us as a people to introspect a bit. Perhaps
some questions we can think about are:
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have we allowed ourselves to outgrow
God, or is that we are too busy to focus on
church, or is it that we are materially comfortable so we do not need church? In this
business of building resilience, we need
to live church, for Jesus Himself taught
man to be resilient by His Words and
Deeds. If we live church, that is modelling Jesus in our everyday lives, it follows
logically that we will build communities,
for Jesus too was a builder of community;
then naturally we will serve country in the
best way possible. If we live church, build
community and serve country, we will become better people thus we will be more
equipped to enhance a social and economic revolution. Of course, our starting point must be Jesus Christ, the great
revolutionary.
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Beloved in Christ,
The weekend of January 26th and 27th
has been my most significant weekend
in Grenada since my ordination as your
bishop. On Saturday 26th, I ordained
Mr. Gabriel Obi Osang to the diaconate
for service in the diocese of St. George’sin-Grenada. This was my first ordination as bishop and, as such will always
be in my memory and my prayer.
The words of consecration take on even
deeper meaning when you are yourself
uttering them over another human being. You are deeply aware of your own
unworthiness to be a minister of God’s
grace. You pray deeply that the person
stays true to the grace he is receiving.
As I said at the ordination, I hope that
this will not be the last transitional deacon ordained and that the next one will
be a native Grenadian.
Later, from 8.00p.m. on Saturday to
11.00a.m. on Sunday, I was overjoyed
to welcome over 400 young Grenadians
to Cuthbert Peters Park in Gouyave, as
we celebrated WORLD YOUTH DAY
Grenada/Panama 2019. It was a way
of helping our young people to share in
World Youth Day, although they could
not travel to Panama. More importantly, it marked the start of a revival
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Tips for Conserving Water
SHEPheRD'S VOICE

+Clyde Martin Bishop of St.George’s-in-Grenada

• Repair sinks that leak
• Use a bucket of water when you wash your car rather than a hose with running water
• Do not run your washing machine unless you have a full load
• Be more efficient when showering: do not leave the water running while you shower;
try to cut your shower time

of Youth Ministry in this diocese. The
success of the event is for me a clear
indication that the Lord wants us to go
deep with our young people. I was very
happy to stay with them for the whole
period and to share their stories of joy
and struggle. In a moment of delight
and wonder, my afflicted knee allowed
me to sing and dance with them.(I won’t
say what happened afterwards). Our
young people want to be Church. We
must give them the space and time to
respond positively to the movement of
God in their lives. The volunteers who
worked so hard to bring off this event
must be commended. Fr. Ronald Holder and Fr. John George with their committee have a very daunting task ahead
of them to meet the needs of growing
human beings, to facilitate that growth
spiritually, emotionally, intellectually
and physically. We must pray for them

and co-operate with them. Our youth
ministry must be a work of the whole
Church. A parish which does not have
an active youth ministry is either dying
or dead.

• Turn the water off when you brush your teeth
• Put a sealable plastic bag with a weight in it in your toilet tank;
this will allow your toilet to flush with less water
• Do not leave the water running while you are washing dishes
• Use less detergent when you wash dishes; this will result in less water being needed to rinse

I want to urge all of you to give some
time to prayer for Grenada during
these 45th Independence anniversary
celebrations. During the coming Lent,

• Put some mulch around the base of plants and trees;
this will slow the rate of evaporation of ground water around the plant or tree
• Do not water your lawn or plants when it is raining or on cool days

I will invite you to deeper prayer and

• Drive your car onto a lawn to wash it; rinse-water can help water the grass.

fasting for both Church and State. Both

• Check for a leaky toilet tank by putting dye in the tank and seeing

are facing challenges for which we need

if you can see the dye leak into the bowl before you flush

both direct intervention from the Most
High and a deep, humbling openness to
His transforming Will. May God’s Will
be done in the diocese and in Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

• Recycle water as far as possible
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Editorial

s Grenada celebrates its 45th anniversary of Independence, the time is ripe to examine the current
situation. Amidst the celebrations – exhibitions,
calypso competition, and the cooking of oil down everywhere, there is sadness. The current industrial climate
is no laughing matter, for people are hurting. What are
some pertinent issues to consider?
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Gabriel Obi Osang
Ordained as Deacon

There is need to remember that there are issues on which
both sides of the fence agree, therefore they must be maximised. Above all good will MUST prevail; it is not sufficient to utter that there is good will. It has to be demonstrated. All sides who are affected need to be honest
and open. The current situation cannot improve in the
presence of continuing rhetoric, spite and pride.
We are 45 years old as an independent nation, therefore
we are relatively mature, so we can and must arrest this
situation soon. We must draw on all our intellectual capacities, sensibilities, and deep resolve to climb out of
this quagmire, and climb we need to, for the quagmire if
not addressed will only get bigger and bigger, swallowing
everything.
It is a difficult and painful climb, but it begins with one
step, and we can because we are people, not mountains.
We are people who rely on His infinite wisdom, therefore
we have to be willing to allow ourselves and our positions
to be melted and molded, thus giving rise to transformation. We cannot remain in limbo.

O

n Saturday, 26 January 2019, Bishop Clyde Harvey,
ordained Gabriel Obi Osang to the order of Deacon at Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Church,
Beaulieu, St. George. Mr. Osang who has been serving the
Church in Grenada for the past four years, completed his
studies for the priesthood in St. Joseph’s Major Seminary
in Nigeria.
While all baptised Christians share in the priesthood of
Christ, bishops, priests and deacons share in a special way
through the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Deacons are ordained to assist the bishop and priests in the administration of the sacraments, the proclamation of the Good News
and in various works of charity. For some (usually men
who are older and married) the deaconate is a permanent
state. For others, like Gabriel Osang, it is a step on the road
to the priesthood.
We appeal to you across the Diocese to submit
items for publication in Catholic Focus to

Email: catholicfocusgd@gmail.com
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My World Youth Day Grenada Experience

T

(By: Caris Annisha Degannes, St. Rose of Lima Duquesne, St. Mark)

oo many times we lament
about the state of our youth
and the future of the Catholic Church in Grenada. World
Youth Day Grenada, 2019 under
the theme “I am the servant of the
Lord”. “May it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38),
highlighted one important fact: all
hope is not lost. World Youth Day
Grenada, 2019 was an apt opportunity to witness youth being their
best selves.
A sea of people congregated at
Cuthbert Peter’s Park on Saturday
26th January, 2019, and huddled
beneath tents, blankets, sleeping
bags and sheets to ward off the chill
of the night. Evident were camaraderie, sharing, sacrifice, order,
respect and a genuine sense that
youth from the length and breadth
of the Diocese knew the purpose
for being there. The air was bursting with joviality, expectancy and
an openness to what the night and
day ahead had in store.
Youth from different Mass centres

Vol. 10 No. 01

“Promoting Whatever is Good, True, Right and Noble”

Pope Francis is Willing to Mediate
in Venezuela (Extracted from Catholic News Agency)

Churches grow empty
Our voices are mute
We throw up our hands
and bellow,
Where are the Youth?
boldly, competently and confidently presented their various items: be
it dance, dramatization or song to
bring the theme alive to the cheers
and support of their brothers and
sisters in Christ who were eagerly
looking on. One of the most powerful aspects of the Saturday night
was our walk through the streets of
Gouyave with flames in hand praying the Holy Rosary to the bewilderment of onlookers. As I put pen
to paper, the memory has chills
traversing down my arms. Our trek
back to the park became an impromptu celebration. Sweet gospel
music reverberated through the
airwaves as two hundred plus youth
clapped their hands and stamped
their feet in unison, joyously lifting
their voices in powerful praises to

God. This was just one of the many
occasions, I felt extremely proud to
be Catholic.
Our World Youth Day experience
ended with the highest celebration
in our Church, Holy Mass. The
homily delivered by His Lordship
Bishop Clyde Harvey was simple
yet impactful. He reminded us that
we, the youth and young adults of
the Diocese in Grenada are “blessed, anointed and sent; we are on
this earth for a reason, wherever
we go our Christian values must
accompany us, and God has purpose for us in church, community
and country. Therefore, we must
live church, build community and
serve country”. I pray that the spark
of hope that was lit in our hearts
will burst into an unquenchable
flame as the year progresses. We,
the youth are the future and if we
continue along this path, it is my
view that the future of the Catholic
Church in Grenada is luminous.
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Pope Francis stressed there are
“little steps” needed diplomatically in Venezuela first to “start
the possibility of dialogue” before
mediation. He pointed to the “courageous act” of Saint John Paul II
whose mediation between Argentina and Chile averted the possibility of war, but called mediation
“the last step” diplomatically. He
has maintained a strict neutrality
on Venezuela. On his return trip
from Panama last week, he told
Pope Francis on Tuesday February 5, expressed an openness to mediate in Venezuela’s political crisis, if both sides are
willing.
In response to the crisis, President Maduro sent a letter to Pope Francis asking
him to mediate in Venezuela, telling Italian media Monday that he appealed to
the pope as a Christian, asking him to
“help us on the path of dialogue.” Pope
Francis told reporters aboard the papal
plane on February 5, “I will look at that
letter, and I will see what can be done”.
The status of Venezuela’s governance
is currently split. Maduro was sworn in
for a second term on January 10, after
winning an election in which opposition
candidates were barred from running,
or imprisoned. Amidst the protests that
followed, the head of the nation’s parliament, Juan Guaidò, declared himself interim president on January 23, pledging
a transitional government and free elections. Maduro’s leadership in Venezuela
has been marred by violence and social
upheaval with severe shortages and hyperinflation leading millions of Venezuelans to emigrate.

reporters that it would be “pastoral imprudence” on his part to
choose a side in the current split in
Venezuela. “I support in this moment all of the Venezuelan people
- it is a people that is suffering including those who are one side
and the other. All of the people are
suffering.” Pope Francis called
for “a just and peaceful solution”
without bloodshed.
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A Vision
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If we will have the wisdom to survive,
To stand like slow growing trees on a ruined place,
If we will make our seasons welcome here,
Asking not too much of earth or heaven,
Then a long time after we are dead,
The lives our lives prepare will live here,
Their houses strongly placed upon the valley sides,
Fields and gardens rich in the windows.

In this New Year and beyond,
only together do we have the wisdom,
courage, solemnity and serenity
to survive, to renew, enrich,
rebuild and create.
Together, we are. Together, we do.
Together, we will.

The river will run clear as we never know it,
And over it the birdsong like a canopy.
On the levels of the hills will be green meadows,
Stock bells in noon shade.
On the steeps where greed and ignorance cut down the
old forest,
An old forest will stand, its rich leaf-fall drifting on its
roots.
The veins of forgotten springs will have opened.
Families will be singing in the fields.
In their voices they will hear a music risen out of the
ground.
They will take nothing out of the ground they will not
return,
Whatever the grief at parting,
Memory, native to this valley, will spread over it like a
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Ahh... World Youth Day A Grenadian Experience 2019!

By Wendell Berry

Renewing, enriching it,
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Eric LeCompte
Executive Director
Jubilee USA Network

T

By Phylmon Charles

he World Youth Day pilgrimage was here again
- 2019 in Panama. Nearly a million youth from
around the world embarked on a pilgrimage to
the final Mass in Panama City. From Grenada, four
youth made their way as pilgrims to World Youth Day.
Those of us who were unable to join them, in their
journey to Panama journeyed to Gouyave for praise,
reflection and celebration on January 23 to 24.
Having travelled to the previous pilgrimage in Krakow,
I was looking forward to attend the pilgrimage for a
second time in Panama City this year. However, new
and lingering responsibilities ruled it out for me. Fortunately, however, a favourable alternative was provided
for the youth of Grenada – the Gouyave experience.
We had even gotten a chance to connect with the vigil
happening that same night in Panama City over a live
broadcast, receiving the message from Pope Francis on
the screen.
Our own Bishop Clyde himself had come over to join
us in celebration for the night and provided us with an
informal message. It was in fact one of my favourite
moments of the night when the Bishop rolled back the
years to show us his best dance moves! Our parishes
were also able to showcase their talents on their own
in skits, songs and dance. Very early Sunday morning,
we were going through the town on a candlelit march,
beginning in prayer and ending in songs of praise.

grove,
And memory will grow into legend,
Legend into song, song into sacrament.
The abundance of this place, the songs of its people
and its birds,
Will be health and wisdom and indwelling light.
This is no paradisal dream. Its hardship is
its possibility.

The very fact that a notable number of us came out
made it successful. The opportunity to reunite with
friends and to make new ones in God is what really
made it enjoyable for me. As I was reflecting on this,
the reality struck me, that the entire event may not have
panned out as well as it was planned, however, it certainly provided a great night and a fulfilling weekend
for many as it had done for me.
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“I am Roman Catholic
and I am Real Cool”

O

By Kande Duncan

ver the weekend I was blessed to have participated in the local World Youth Day activity. Although I was apprehensive at the
prospect of spending the entire night in the chilly
Cuthbert Peters Park with limited to no sleep, I did
not regret the decision to attend. The night began
with joyous hymns of praise and worship, an inspiring address from the Bishop Harvey, followed
by thought-provoking interactive group sessions.
It was comforting to see the large attendance and
willingness to participate from the young people
of the Diocese. The energy was infectious and the
atmosphere was one of fellowship. The highlight
from Saturday night was the trek we made into the
town of Gouyave.
What started as a peaceful pilgrimage while chanting the Holy Rosary erupted into a vivacious praise
session which had us shouting choruses from de
L’anse Bridge all the way to Cuthbert Peters Park.
One might have thought that upon return to the
park the energy would have dissipated; instead
there was a zealous exhibition of praise in the form
of song and dance for almost an hour. The night
finally culminated with solemn prayers and the
sacrament of confession.
The Mass on Sunday morning was an exuberant
celebration which was a true reflection of youthful servants ready and willing to put their faith in
action. In his homily, the Bishop encouraged the
young adults to take up active roles in the church
and not to allow fear to be a deterrent; rather, we
should be ready to serve with support from older
members while encouraging the younger ones to
join us.
I believe that that weekend was a success and has
ignited Youth Ministry for 2019. I am positive that
many young people like myself can proudly quote
the words of Bishop Clyde Harvey and say that “I
am Roman Catholic and I am Real Cool.”
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ACROSS THE DIOCESE

Ordination of Deacon
Gabriel Osi Osang

ACROSS THE DIOCESE:

WORLD YOUTH DAY GRENADA 2019
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