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The Bishops of the Antilles Episcopal Conference (AEC) have concluded a two-week
pilgrimage to Rome marked by the Ad Limina Apostolorum Visit and the Annual Plenary
Meeting of the Conference.

From April 27 to May 2, 2026, the Bishops participated in the Ad Limina Apostolorum Visit,
the mandatory pastoral pilgrimage during which bishops meet with the Holy Father and the
Dicasteries and Offices of the Holy See. During the visit, the Bishops engaged in fruitful
dialogue with numerous Vatican offices, including the Dicasteries for Laity, Family and Life;
Clergy; Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments; Culture and Education; the
Doctrine of the Faith; Promoting Integral Human Development; and the Promotion of
Christian Unity. Meetings were also held with the Pontifical Commission for the Protection
of Minors, the Secretariat of State, the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops, and other
key offices of the Holy See.

The highlight of the visit was the audience with the Holy Father, which the Bishops described
as profoundly enriching, encouraging, and deeply pastoral. The encounter strengthened their
communion with the Successor of St. Peter and renewed their commitment to evangelization
throughout the Caribbean region.

The pilgrimage also included the celebration of Holy Mass at the four Major Basilicas of
Rome: the Archbasilica of St. John Lateran, the Basilica of St. Mary Major, and the Basilicas
of Saints Peter and Paul. At St. Mary Major, the Bishops prayed at the tomb of the late Pope
Francis, while at the tombs of Saints Peter and Paul they renewed their commitment to
apostolic ministry.

The second week, from May 2 to May 8, 2026, focused on ongoing formation, spiritual
renewal, pilgrimage, and the Annual Plenary Meeting of the AEC. Activities included a
two-day workshop on synodal leadership facilitated by Fr. David McCallum, SJ; a retreat
directed by Sr. Julie Peters, SSM; a pilgrimage to Assisi; and the business sessions of the
Annual Plenary Meeting.
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In observance of the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi, Sr. Julie Peters
reflected on the “Spirituality of St. Francis of Assisi,” culminating in the Bishops’ pilgrimage
to Assisi, where they prayed at the tombs of St. Francis, St. Clare, and St. Carlo Acutis. The
pilgrimage concluded at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels, home of the Porziuncola.

During the final business sessions of the Annual Plenary Meeting, the Bishops discussed
matters affecting the life and mission of the Church in the Caribbean and adopted several
pastoral resolutions to strengthen evangelization, synodality, formation, social outreach, and
ecclesial collaboration throughout the Antilles.

Among the important resolutions adopted was the decision that the AEC will annually
celebrate the “Mass for the Care of Creation” on September 1, or the nearest Sunday,
following its recent promulgation by the Holy See. Bishops will promote this celebration
within their dioceses as part of the Church’s commitment to integral ecology and care for our
common home.

The Bishops invite the faithful throughout the region to continue praying for the Church and
to renew their commitment to the Gospel mission entrusted to all the baptized. United with
the Holy Father and the Universal Church, the Bishops remain steadfast in proclaiming Jesus
Christ and fostering communities of faith, hope, peace, and communion throughout the
Caribbean.

END
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